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PREFACE. 


HE Art of pleaſing in Converſa- 
tion is ſo neceſſary. a Requiſite 
in every Man's Journey thro” 

Life, that I have often wondered why 
the great Maſters of Antiquity, ſo neg- 
ligently paſs'd over this Branch of a 
young Man's Study, while they took 
ſuch Pains to impreſs upon the Mind 
Habits that unavoidably produce a quite 
contrary Effet, An auſtere Gravity 
and affected Taciturnity were taught. in 
the Schools of the Antients as the high- 
eſt Accompliſhments of thoſe born to 
command ; while Sprightlineſs and Lo- 
quacity, gay and enlivening Sallies of 
Wit and Humour, were thought to de- 
grade high Characters, and were ad- 
mitted as tolerable only in thoſe of infe- 


rior Rank, 
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This Doctrine is not peculiar to the 
Schools of the Antients; the Learned 
of our own Times too often bring into 


Society the Stiffneſs of the College; 


and, though they lay aſide the Scholar's 


Gown, diſdain to ſmooth the Wrinkles 


of their Brows, or to diſorder the Stiff- | 


neſs and Solemnity of their Features, 


by the Smiles of Hilarity and the Dim- 


ples of Laughter, _ 


Nor is this ſuperlative Gravity con- 
fined to thoſe who converſe only with 


Books; to the ſurly Philoſopher, or to 
the folemn Divine. Every one may | 
find, among his Acquaintance, Perſons | 
Who are equally dull by Nature, and | 


moroſe by Habit; who enter into Com 


pany not to pleaſe by their Converſa- | 


tion, but to check all Mirth by an im- 


pertinent Severity; on -whoſe Counte- 


nances Joy never ſparkles, and in 
whoſe Breaſts the Pleaſures of Society 


can have no Place. Theſe behave to 


the World as a Maſter to his Servants ; 
and being ever upon the Reſerve them- 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, neceſſarily lay every body elſe 
under the ſame Reſtraint. 


Characters of this Stamp are by no 
Means deſireable, ſince they excite no 
Emulation, and ſince none who have 
aim'd at Popularity have ever endeavour'd 
to imitate. On the other hand, the ſpright- 
ly, chearful Companion who is continu- 
ally ftrizing out new Subjects of XIirth 
and Good humour, while he is joyous 


himſelf, diffuſes Joy to every one about 
| him. Such a facetious merry Mortal 1s 


formed to amuſe, to enliven and divert, 
and as the Pleaſure of others ſeems to 
be his fole Aim, their Approbation is 
beſtowed as his neceſſary Reward, and 
when Approbation is once gained, At- 
tection, if it does not always accompany 


it, is ſeldom out of Call. Where-ever 


this Man leads, his Companions will 


| follow. But as the brighteſt Genius 


will ſometimes flag, and be incapable 
of exerting his Powers, the following 
Work will afford innumerable ſeaſonable 
Hints, and Memory will EV the De- 
tects of Imagination. 
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It is not every one, however, that can 
attain the happy Talent of enlivening 
Converſation. Sprightly Starts of Wit, 
pleaſing Sallies of Imagination, and all the 
Quicknefs and Smartneſs of Repartee, 
are not to be acquired by Rule, The 
Wit indeed may inſpire Wit, but his In- 
fluences will laſt no longer than his Pre- 
tence; and thoſe who attempt to keep | 
2% the Hall, generally have Cauſe to re- 
pent of their Folly. The Authors who | 
have written upon this Subject have alrea- 
d; exhauſted the Ridicule to which thoſe 


who affect to pleaſe, without the neceſ- 


fary Requiſites, always expofe them- | 
ſelves, whenever they aſpire at any thing 
like Pleaſantry; but tho” all cannot ar- 
rive at the Art of pleaſing, they may at 
leaſt go fo far as not to diſguſt.— They 
may do more, they may reap Advantage 
from borrowed Wit, and gain Applauſe 
from a Tale of Swift, or add freſh 
Sprightlineſs to a languid Converſation, 
by a Pun of Ben. John ſon. 


But the Perſons for whom the follow- 
ing Sheets were principally written are 
thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves in Con- 

_ verla- 
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e by the agreeable Way in which 
hey tell a Story. Theſe by an Arch- 
jy” in their Manner, a droll Turn of 
Expreffion, and the Imitation of the pe- 
culiar Accent of the Country of the 
Perſons they mention, conſtantly fix 
Attention, and are liſtened to with 
Pleaſure. By this happy Art they lead 
the Laugh, and whenever they pleaſe 
are ſure of gaining Applauſe, But it has 
been obſerved, that theſe, more than 
any other, are liable to one great Impro- 
priety, and that is, ſeveral Times re- 
peating the ſame Story in the ſame Com- 
pany ; an Impropriety which this Work 
is directly calculated to remedy, by af- 
fording them a Fund of new Matter, by 
which their Capacity of entertaining will 
be prodigiouſly enlarged. 


That the Power of pleaſing in Con- 
verſation may be made more general than 
is uſually imagined, and that many who 
are unwillingly ſilent in Company, may 
be furniſh'd with the Means of diſplay- 
ing their Abilities to Advantage, is a 
Truth, that, I think, may eaſily be de- 
monſirated, The Man of Good-ſenſe, 

Who 
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Who takes care to ſtock his Mind with 


proper Materials, tho' he may want the 
ſudden Flaſh of Wit, may yet ſhine 


with a bright and ſteady Blaze, and bj 
the Force of Good- humour and the 


Knowledge of Men and Things, may 
inſtruct and pleaſe without having Re- 
courſe to a Pun or a pointed Teſt ; and 
give a noble and rational Delight, with- 
out ſetting the Table on a Roar. ie 
may keep up the Sprightlineſs of Con- 


verſation, and animate it with Life and | 


Spirit, by illuſtrating his Remarks with 
real Characters, remarkable Events, 
hiſtorical Narrations, and Incidents drawn 


from the Lives of the molt diſtinguiſhed. 
Perſonages. 


This Accompliſhment was hitherto 


only to be obtained by great Reading, 


and the Uſe of a Number of Books; 
but here, the following ſmall Volumes 


anſwer the Purpoſe of a Library, as they 


are collected from a great Number of the 
moſt celebrated Works, and calculated 
to furniſh abundant Matter for Conver- 
ſation, by enabling the judicious Rea- 


der to introduce almoſt any Subject, and 
to purſue and enliven it with ſome agree - 


able 
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able and pertinent Anecdote, dignified 
with real Characters, which do Honour 
to the Speaker. | 


Thus, were a Gentleman diſcourſing 
of Generoſity of Spirit, how happily 
might he introduce an Inſtance of this 


= . Virtue in the noble Manner in which 


the Duke of Bedford behaved to the 
Wife of one of his poor Tenants; or 
in Mr. Quin's generous Behaviour to 
the ingenious Mr. Thomſon. Were the 
Bravery of the Engliſb Troops the Sub- 
ject, with what Propriety might he in- 
troduce our Embaſſador's Anſwer to 
the King of Pruſſia, who deſired to 
know, if he thought there were a Corps 
in England that could beat an equal Num- 
of his tall Grenadiers? Or, how aptly 
might he mention the Duke of Marlbo- 

rougb's Speech to General Cadogan on his 
furniſhing Backplates for the Soldiers? 


In ſhort, theſe genuine Anecdotes muſt 
be of the greateſt Service to every one 
who would ſhine in Converſation, and 
we have taken all imaginable Pains to 
render it as perfect as poſſible. The 
N 885 Worke, 
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Works of this Kind have been con- 


ſtantly collected from Performances of 


the ſame Nature; but this is compiled 
from the Authors themſelves, our moſt 


celebrated Biographers and Hiſtorians, 
and there are added a Variety of cu- 
. rious Particulars relating to the moſt di- 
Kinguiſhed Perſonages, which have 
been preſerved in the Cloſets of their 
Friends, and were never before made 


publick. ; 
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EMINENT PERSONS. 


IR O © TOR Hough, late bib 
of Worceſter, was remarkab! 
for his ſweetneſs ot temper, as 
2 well as every other chriſtian 
virtue, of which the following 
ſtory aflords a proof. Ayoung 
gentleman, whoſe ſamily had bcen well ac- | 
Gua ainted with the biſhop, in making the tour 
of England before he went abroad, "called to 
pay bis reſpects to his lordſhip as he paſſed by 
lis ſeat in tlie country. It happened to be 
dinner-time, and the room full of company. 
The biſhop Wade recel ved him with much 
lamiharity, but the ſervant in reaching him a 
chair, threw down A Curious weather- glais 
c. taat hal col twenty guineas, and broke it. 
B 'The 
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The gentleman was under infinite concern 
and began to excuſe the ſervant, and make 


an apology for being himſelf the occaſion of 


the accident; when the biſhop with great 
good - nature interrupted him, Be under no con- 

cern, Sir, ſaid his lordſhip, ſmiling, for I am 
much beholden to you for it. We hewe had a 
wery dry ſeaſon ; and now ] hope we ſhall haxe 
rain. I never ſaw the glaſs fo low in my life. 
Every body was pleaſed with the humour and 
Oy of the turn; and the more ſo, as 

his lordſhip was then turn'd of eighty, a time 
of life when the infirmities of old-age make 
moſt men peeviſh and haſty, 


Mr. KN ne, an alderman of Lynn in Nox- 
folk, father to the famous ambaſſador of that 
name, and to the preſent right rev. biſhop of 
C-—ſter, who was then in orders but with- 
out any preferment, thought it his duty to 
wait upon Sir Robert Walpole, the firſt time 
ne came to Houghton-Hall after his fon had 
been honoured with a public character in 
Spain. As Sir Robert was at that time 
prime-miniſter, moſt. of the noblemen and 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood were come 
likewiſe to compliment him on his arrival in 
the country. Sir Rubert, however, received 
the alderman with uncommon civility, and 
taking him to the company introduced him 
in this manner; My lords and gentlemen, I have 
the hanour of a viſit fram Mr. alderman K—ne 


kere, 
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here, father to the abliſt miniſter his majeſly has 
alrodd; And (ſaid the honeſt, old, plain 
country alderman, without the leaſt heſita- 
tion) give me leave to add, my lords and gen- 
tlemen, to one % of the pooreſt miniſters 
his majcſiy has at home. This ſeaſonable 
reply, in all probability, laid the foundation 
of that poſt of eminence in the church which 
the preſent biſhop of Cr now fills with 
ſo much honour to himſelf and ſatisfaction to 
the public; for he was in a very litile white 
afte;wards preſented tothe fine living of Stan- 
hope in the dioceſe of Durham, and from 
thence promoted to his preient dignity. 


. The late lord Waldegrave, on abjuring the 

j catuolic religion, was ſent amballador to 
Francc, where he reſided ſeveral years ; and 

) one day being at an entertainment, at which. | 

. many noblemen were preſent, his couſin, the | 

| duke of Berwick, who was diſguſted and 

1 wanted to mortify him, took occaſion to ſpeak 

2 of religion, and in the courſe of the conver- 

1 ſation, aſxed his Jordſhip to fay frankly, } 

0 whether the miniſters of tate, or the miniſters 

t of the goſpel had the greateſt ſhare in his con- | 

1 verſion? To which the carl with no leſs hu- | 

] mour than vivacity reply'd, Truly, my ord | 

1 aufe, you muff excuſe me ; for when I quittcd | 

G the Ro: man Cuiholic Religion, 1 left off confeſſion. | 

2 Tais unexpected anſwer turned the laugh 


2 B 2 upon 
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upon the duke, who never after attempted to 
be witty on ſo ſerious a ſubject. 


General Kirk, who commanded at Tan- 
ger for many years, upon his return home in 
king James 11d's time, when the army began 
to be new modelled, being a gallant officer, | 
was preis'd by his majeſty to become a pro- 
ſely te to the Roman faith, as the moſt ac- 
ce; table means of recommending himſelf to Þ 
favour and preferment. — The general, when | 
the king had done ſpeaking, expreſſed great 
concern that it was not in his power to com- 

Piy with his majelly's deſire, becauſe, he was 
really pre-ingaged. His majeſty ſmiled, and 
aſked him what he meant? #X &, tr uly, an- 

ſwered Kirk, en I avas atrcad, I promſcd 
the emperor of Mererco, that if evir 1 changed 
my religion, I would turn Mabomeran=-and I | 
newer did break ny word in my life, and muſt | 
beg leave bo ſay, 1 niver will, 


While the revererd Baſil Kennet was chap- 
Jain to the Engliſh factory at Leghorn, tho 
the Engliſh excrcijed their religion with the 
utmoſt caution and privacy he met with great 
oppoſition from the papiſts, and was in rea 
danger from the inquiſition: they had given 
ſecret orders to appreherd him, and to hurry 
him away to Piſa, and there d. {poſe of him 
in the moſt rigid manner. Upon notice of 
this deſign, Dr. Newton, the Engliſh envoy 

at 


ANECDOTES, e. 5 


at Florence, interpoſed his offices at that court, 
but could obtain no other anſwer, than that 


he might ſend for the Britiſh preacher, and 


keep him in his own family as his domeſtic 
chaplain, otherwiſe he mult take the conſe- 
quences, for in religious matters the court of 
Inquiſition was ſuperior to all civil powers. 
The envoy communicated this anſwer to the 
ear] of Sunderland, then principal ſecretary 
to queen Anne, who returned for anſwer in 
her majeſty's name, that if any afiront was 
offered to the Britiſh chaplain at Leghorn, 
ner fleets ſhould take ſatis faction. This an- 
{ver being communicated to the great duke, 
and by him to the pope, his holineſs reply'd, 
That the canons of the church and the cannons 
of the | Peet avere tan things ; ; and therefore the 
ee gter 722 d,/pute might Le diſpenſed with, as 
tore avere no likelybood of engag.ng upon FOE 


FEVTHS. 


A curate of great learning and merit, but 
without any view of preferment, found an 
opportunity of preaching in Worceſter cathe- 
aral, when Dr. Hough, already ſpoken of, 
was biſhap of that ſce; the curate made a 
moſt excellent diſcounts in which he diſco- 
vered greater abilities than was uſually found 
in the common run of young clergymen. The 
biſhop, who was preſent, and had remark'd 
him, ſent after ſervice was over his verger, with 
a melloge, defiripg to know of the young gen- 
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tleman his name, and where his living was! 
My duty to his lordſhip, Sir, ſaid he to the 
verger, and tell him, my name is Lewis; that 
living 7 have none, but my ſtarving is in Wales, 
His lordſhip was not diſpleaſed with the hu- 
mour of his anſwer, and in a ſhort time re- 


membered to provide for him. 


Dr. Lancelot Blackburne, archbiſhop of 
York, in his younger years, its ſaid, had been 
a buccaneering, upon which was founded the 


following ſtory when he was become dean of 


Exeter. Two of his former ſhipmates ſtept in- 
to church accidentally while he was in the 
pulpit a preaching. They were quite ſtran- 

gers to his new way Oi life, and could hardly 
believe their eyes or ears. Cne of them as they 
were coming ou: of church after the ſervice 
was ended, in the hearing of the dean, ſwore 
a great oath, that he that preachid to-day vn 
be Lancy er the Devil. It muſt be the Dew, 
then, reply'd the other, for Jill be d=n'd if 
Lancy has not been bang'd long befere ncav. I 


ould be ſorry for that, ſaid the dean, Joining 


them, fur my prof Hani 7s to fawt ſouls, and ths 
loſs of an old fricnd's xould grieve me. All 


were in raptures at meeting one another ſo 


unexpectedly; and in the courſe of the con- 
verſation which was carried on with ſca-— 
faring freedom, it was aſk'd, how ſuch a 
wicked d--g as Lancy had been, could ever 
think of turning prielt ? Oh, ch! ſaid tlie 
dean, the greater the finner, the better the 


faint» 
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faint. Thope, bad as I have been, to be a good 


archbiſbop before I die; which accordingly 

came to paſs, tho' he had no likelyhood of 
any ſuch preferment when he ſpoke the 
words. 


Dr. King, who had been many years arch- 
biſhop of Dublin, and had been long cele- 
brated for his wit and learning, when Dr. 
Lindſey, the primate of Ireland died, made 
claim to the primacy, as a preſerment to 
which he had a right from his ſtation in the 
ſee of Dublin, and from his acknowledged 
character in the church. Neither of theig 
pretenſions were prevalent. He was locked 
upon as 79 far advanced in years to be re- 


U 


moved. The reaion alledged was as morti- 
fying as the refuſal. but the archbiſhop had 
no opportunity of ſhewing his reſentment ex- 
cept to the new prelate Dr. Boulter, whom: 
he received at his own houſe, and in his 
dining-rœom parlour, without riſing from his 
chair; and to whom he made an apology, by 
laying in his uiual train of wit, and with his 
uſual ſneciitg countenance, My ora, 1 am 
certain your grace will forgive me, becauſe you 
kniww, I am too old to rilſe. 


When king James I. was called to the 
throne of England, the lords a d commons 
vied with cach other in congratulations on 
his happy acceſſion; and this being reported 

| to 
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to lord Montroſs, who was at 5 TIP of 
aFairs in Scotland in order to pleaſe him, as 
he was known to entertain a great affection 
for his mzjeſty, his lordſhip was obſerved to 
look very grave upon it, and with a ſorrow- 
ful countenance ; By my ſaul, mon, ſaid he to 
the perſon that bro cht him the news, I much 
Jeared it, far you foelijp fell 71] ſpoil a gavced 


g. 


At the firſt maſquerade his late majeſty 
king George was at, there happened an ac- 
cident that did great honour to his good-na- 
ture; a lady maik'd whoſe name was not 
known, followed the king as if ſhe took him 
for a ſtranzer, and invited him to drink a 
glaſs of wine at ore of the ON to which 
he readily comply'd; and the lady filling a 
bumper, ſaid, Here, me, the "pretender's 
health. Then fill ing another bumper, pre- 
ſented it to the king. » who roce ved. it 1 tha 
mile, ſay ing, I drink avi ail my heart to the 
pealth of dll unfor! 9555 princes. As many 
Eyes Were pon Wen the afiair was ſoon 
known ihro' the whole afl erably, ard cvery 

one pplauded kis mzjolty' s reply. 


During the uſurpation of Oliver Cromwell, 
Sir John ; Howorth of Surry, one of Crom- 
wells k 21ghrs, and attatch'd to his party, wa 
ſued by tne miniſter of the pariſh for tythes. 
W ile te ſuit Wa on wa ding Sir Je hn fan- 

cicd 
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cicd the parſon preached at him every Sun- 
day. Whereupon he complained to the pro- 
tector, who having heard the parſon's de- 
fence, and that he only preached in general 
terms againſt whoremongers, drunkards, liars, 
thieves and robbers, he diſmiſſed the kniphkt 
with this reprimand, Si, ohn, go home, and 
hereafter live in good friendfpip with your mi- 
n:/ler. The ward of the Lord is a ſearching 
word, and I am afraid it has feund you out. 


Archbiſhop Cranmer had a niece whom he 
married to a genileman every way her equal 


in point of family and fortune. The wed- 


ding day was ſolemnized with great pomp 
and ſplendor, after which, according to cu- 
ſtom, the new- married couple were leſt at 
right alone. The next morning the good 
archbiſhop went into their chamber, and en- 
quiring after their health told them, he had 
a preſent to make them. They were 1mpa- 
tient to know what it was ; but the archbi- 


ſhop perſiſted in concealing it till they both 


promiſed him never to wear it at the ſame 
time; and having extorted fiom them that 


| ſolemn promiſe, he then pulled out a foo!'s 


cap. 


The late Sir William Trumball was wont 
to tell a ſtory which he had from one that 
was preſ-nt when king Charles I. being with 
ſome of his court at Oxford, during his trou- 


bles, 
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nion on the part of the greyhound ; Lecau/e, | 


ſhould be proud of ; this diſh has carried my 


to ANECDOTES, #« 1 
bles, and a diſcourſe ariſing what fort of dog: a 
deſerved the pre-eminence, and it being on | 
all hands agreed to belong either to the ſpa- | 
niel or greyhound ; the king gave his opi- F 


ſaid he, it has all the good-nature of the othcr 
awithout its fawning. SD 


Daring a ſhort truce in queen Anne's wars 
in Flanders, the cook of a marſhal of France 
invited Mr. Lamb, cook to the duke of Marl- Z 
borough, to dinner, which invitation Mr. | 


| 4 
Lamb very readily accepted. The French- WM ; 
man had at his entertainment all the extra- 
ordinary kickſhaws the fertile imaginat on f 
his country's genius could invent; and Mr. WM |; 
Lamb was highly and elegantly entertained. WR ; 
At parting, great profeſſions of friendſhip I , 


paſſed on both fides, and the Frenchman pro- 
miſed {ſoon to return the, viſit ; which he ac- 


cordingly did ; but to his great aſtoniſhment, 


and to the ſurprize of thoſe he carried with 
him, Mr. Lamb had prepared nothing for 


his reception but a plain furloin of beet and 
a plumb-pudding. Sir, ſaid the Frenchman 
in broken Engliſh, begar, me expet ny ſuch 
diſh as dis on dis tre-grand occaſian, me exp! 
de ſoup-pullon, de rogout, de fricaſee, de tout Ia, 
de Part culinaire. Monſieur, reply'd Mr. Lamb, 
this is better than all the dainties that France 
can produce. "Tis what every Engliſhman 


Country- 
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countrymen tavice thro' France already, and 1 
don't doubt but it abill a third time. Morblieu, 
cry'd the Frenchman, laughing) but ve vill 
cat beef and puddang too, and den vat vill 
you do? and ſo they all fell on and eat, 
heartily. _ | | 


When Sir Charles Wager commanded the 
{quadron in the Baltic in 1725, which was 
ſent thither in order to preſerve the peace of 
the North, he diſpatched a frigate to Peterſ- 
bourg with a letter from the late king to the 
Czarina. Upon receiving it ſhe enquired of 
the officer who had the honour to preſent it, 
= 3 | What number of ſhips the Eng lis Squadron might 
f BY on/t of 2 His anſwer was, of twenty-two. 

Hob, laid ſhe, in ſurpriſe, taventy-tavo ſail of 


J. nien of war to bring me one ſingle letter ! ti. 

Pe deareſt poſiage ] hade ever beard of, and J 
8 2, „ and HE > 27 

0 v5pe it is not exp Hed an anſeaver ſhould be fen? 

C- bach at the ſame charge. | 

To 

th 


= Dr. Dover, an eminent phyſician, in the 
or beginning of the preſent reign, publiſhed a 
bock, entitled, Dr. Dyver's laft legacy to his 


an country, in which he ſtrongly recommended 
06 the uſe of quickſilver, inſomuch that it be- 
"67 came the medicine of high and low, till a 
a, lady of diſtinction dancing at a public aſ- 
D, ſembly, the quickſilver ſhe had taken that 
10 


morning dropt plentifully from her and all 
an WW beſpangled the floor; which by the glaring 
3 | light 
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light of many candles, the gentlemen took to 
be brilliants, and ſtooped down to take them 
up accordingly; but finding it was only 
quickſilver, and judging from whence it 
came, they cry'd out, that ſomebody had ſcat- 
tert her diamonds, which occaſioned a horſe- 
laugh among the gentlemen, and put all the 
Jadies to the bluſh, This whimſical accident 
quite diſcredited the preſcription. 


Dean Swift having preach'd an aſſize fer. 
mon in Ireland, was afterwards invited to dine 
with the judges, and having in his diſcourſe 
conſidered the uſe and abuſe of the law, he 
had bore a little hard upon thoſe counfe'l9:s 
who plead cauſes which they know 1n their 
conſciences to be wrong; waen dinner was 
over and the glaſs began to go round, a young 


barriſter who happened to be prelent, took 


occaſion to retort upon the dean, and after 


many altercations on both ſides, the counſel- 
lor at laſt aſk'd him, V the devil were to die 
whether a parſon mighi'nt be feund for moncy to 
preach his ener kr non? Nis, ſaid Swift, 
and [would gladly be the man, for I would then 
give the Devil his due, as 7 have ihis day his 
Ch:ldren, 


The late renowned Peter the Great being 
at Weſtminſter-hall in term-time, and ſceing 
multitudes of people ſwarming * 255 the 
courts of law, i; reported to have a{ſk'd ſome 

about 
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about him, IT ho all thoſe buſy people gute, and 
achat they avere about ? and being anſwer'd, 
they are lawyers. Laavyers! returned he, 
with great vivacity, awhy I hawe but four in 


my whole kingdom, and I defion to hang two of 
them as ſoon as I get home. 


Philip I. of Spain took a particular delight 
in the plainneſs of his equipage and entertain- 
ments; a nobleman being entertained by him 
at dinner, took occaſion to inform his majeſty 
of the magnificence with which his courtiers 
treated one another, and told him, that in 
the evening a grand banquet was to be given 
by the archbiſhop of Toledo, where his ma- 
jeſty might be an eye-witreſs of the truth. 
The king got himſelf introduced incognito to 
the banquet-room, and obſerved the vaſt- 
neſs of the p;eparations, the grandeur of the 
entertainment, and withal heard their diſ- 
courſe, wherein they boaſted of their great 
eſtates, and the penſions they held from the 
king. Next morning he gave out that he 
was much indiſpos'd, and was about to make 
his will; whereupon all the lords of his 
council repaired to court. At noon he came 
into the council-chamber, and directing his 
diſcourſe to the archbiſhop, aſ'd him, how 
many kings of Spain he had known in his 
time? He anſwer'd, four. What, no mort! 
cries the king ; how can that be, when in the 
mort {pace of my owa life J have known 


C twenty. 
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twenty. The lords preſent looked at one an- 
other, and could not think what he meant; 
when his majeſty proceeding, Why, you are 
all kings, ſaid he, you feaſt like kings, and you 
boaſt of the wealth of kings, and therefore it is 
Lut juſt you ſhould bear part of the burthen of 
the war like kings ; and accordingly a moiety of | 
your revenues muſt be converted to the payment 
of the army. | 


In the reign of queen Ann, captain Hardy, 
whoſe ſhip was ſtationed at Lagos-bay, hap- 

ened to receive undoubted advice of the ar- 
rival of the Spaniſh galleons under the con- 
voy of 17 men of war, in the harbour of 
Vigo; and without any warrant for ſo doing 
jet ſail, and made ſuch expedition that he 
came up with Sir George Rook, who was 
then admiral and commander in chief in the 
Mediterranean, and gave him that intr1l;- 
gence, which engaged him to make the belt 
of his way to Vigo where a'l the before men- 


tioned galleons and men of war were either 


taken or deſtroy'd. Sir George was ſenfible 


of the importance of the advice, and the ſuc- 
ceſeful expedition of the captain; but after 
the fight was over, the victory obtained, and 
the proper advantages made of it, the admi- 
ral ordered captain Hardy on board ; and 
with a ſtern countenance, 7 ex hawe done, Lir, 
ſa:d he, a very important piece of ſervice to Ile 
gueen ; you have added to the boncr aud rich, 
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of your country by your diligence ; but don't you 
know that you are at this inſtant liable to be 
ſhot for quitting your flation ?—fe"s unworthy 
to bear a commiſſion under her majeſty, reply'd 
the captain, who holds his own life as aught, 
when the glory and intereſt of his queen and 
country requires him to hazard it. On this he- | 
roic anſwer, the admiral diſpatched him home 
with the firſt news of the victory, and letters 
of recommendation to the queen, who in- 


„ fantly knighted him, and afterwards made 
p- him a rear- admiral. 
n- The prince of Conti being highly pleaſed 
of with the intrepid behaviour of a grenadier at 


19 the ſiege of Phillipſburgh, in 1734, threw 
he him his purſe, excuſing the ſmallneſs of the 


as ſum it contain'd, as being too poor a reward | 
he for his courage. Next morning the grena- | 
U dier went to the prince with a couple of dia- | 
eſt mond rings and other jewels of conſiderable ; 
n- {| value. Sir, ſaid he, the gold I found in your 
der purſe I ſuppoſe your highneſs intended me; but 
ble theſe I bring back to you as having no claim | 
1c- to them. You have, ſoldier, aniwered the 


ter prince, doubly deſerwed them by your bravery, 


ind and by your honeſty ; therefore they are yours. 

111- | | | ; 
ind There is a ſtory of Seſoſtris king of Egypt, | 
ir, who being many years blind was reſtored to N 
tie light by ſaluting a woman who had never | 
% Kknown a man beſides her huſband. 
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It is reported of Socrates, that tho" he has 
written the ſevereſt of any againſt women, 
yet upon making a diſcourle concerning love, 
he preſſed his point with ſo much ſucceſs, 
that all the batchelors in his audience haſted a- 


away to their ſweethearts with a reſolution to 


marry the firſt opportunity ; and all the mar. 
ried men hurried home, in raptures, to their 
wives. 


The lord- chancellor Digby relates a ſingu- 


lar ſtory of a deaf nobleman in Spain, who, 


from a conſtant obſervation of the various 
motions of the lips, tongue, and eyes, of the 
perſons with whom he converſed, perfectly 
underſtood what was ſaid to him, and could 


give appoſite anſwers, if he could ſee the 


perſon that talked to him. The inference 
was, that his eyes performed the office of 
ears to him, and that the privation of one 
ſenſe adds to the vivacity of another. 


The Iriſh being oppreſſed and injured by 
the earl of Kildare in the reign of HenryVII. 
exhibited ſeveral articles of complaint againſt 
him to the king, concluding their infor ma- 
tion with theſe words; all Irelund cannit rule 
this earl, Why, then, ſaid the king, be is the 
fitteſt man to rule all Ireland. And accord- 
in;ly made him lord-lieutenant. 


The old earl of Derby who lived in the 


reigns of James and Charles I. wore ſuch | 


plain 


| 
s 
f 
| 
( 
| 
( 
: 
| 
| 


plain apparel that he could not be diſtin- 
guiſhed by his garb from the better fort of 
farmers; and coming to court in his ordinary 
habit, was denied entrance into the privy- 
chamber by a fine-dreſs'd Scot, who told 
him, that was no place for plowmen, that 
none came there but gentlemen or ſuch as 
dreſſed like gentlemen. The earl reply'd. 


he wore the cloaths he uſed to wear, and if 


the Scots did fo they'd make but a mean fi- 
gure in the Engliſh court. The king hearing 
a diſpute at the chamber-door came out to 
know what occaſioned it; to whom the earl 
ſaid, Nothing, my liigt, but your countrymen 
bad ing lift their manncrs and their rags behind 
them in Scotland, neither know themſelves, nor 
their butters. The king being angry at the 
affront offered to ſo great a man, ſaid, My 
good lord Derby, 1 am ſorry for the abuſe 


given you by my ſervant; and, to make 
* your lordſhip ſatisfaction, I will command 


* nim to be hanged, if your lordſhip deſires 
vit.“ The carl reply'd, that is too ſmall an 
ttonement for the affront put upon my ho- 
nour, and I expect his puniſhment ſhlould be 
more exemplary. Name it, my lord, ſaid 
* the king, and it ſhall be done.” V then, 
ſaid the earl, Ire your majeſly would ſend 


him hue as dll. 


Kirg Edward IV. is ſaid to have been one 
ef the handſowelt men of his age, tall, fair- 
| CK | com- 
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complexioned, and of a moſt majeſtic pre. 
ſence. In the 14th year of his reign a free 
benevolence being granted to maintain a war 
againſt France, he pleaſantly demanded of 
a rich widow, what ſhe would give him to- 
wards bearing his expences in that war. BÞy 


my troth, quoth ſhe, king, thou'rt d'en a hon- 2 
fom mon, and for thy Iewvely face thou ſha't ha | 


#avority ponds, That ſum being great in thoſe 
days, and more by half than the king ex- 
pected, he gave the widow thanks, and kindly 
ſaluted her; which had ſo joyous an effect 
upon the good old lady, that ſhe reply'd, Neay 
now, king, byth' meſs thou ſha't ha twenty 


ponds more; and ordered it to be paid ac- 


cordingly. 


The reverend Mr. Carter, late incumbent 
of Bramford in Suffolk, a man of great learn- 
ing and as great modeſty, happening to dine 
among others of the clergy at an alderman's 

bouſe in Ipſwich, one of the company being 
full of himſelf, engrois'd the whole conver- 


ſation, and at length challenged any man 


preſent to ſtart a queſtion in theology or na- 
tural philoſophy that he could not give a full 

and ſatisfactory anſwer to. The vanity of 
the man ſtruck every body dumb, which in- 
creaſed his volubility the more; wben Mr. 
Carter thought fit to check his career by a 
{imple propoſition : Here, ſays he, is a fs 


that has always lived in fait water, fray tell 
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me why it ſhould come out a freſh fiſh, and not 
a ſalt one ? Being unable to' make any reply, 
he ſaid not a word more, but left the compa- 
ny to purſue more agreeable converſation. 


The earl of Dorſet having a great defire to 


ſpend an evening as a private gentleman with 


Mr. Butler, author of Hudibras, prevailed with 
Mr. Fleetwood Shepherd to introduce him 
into his company at a tavern which they uſed, 
in the character only of a common friend; 
this being done, Mr. Butler, while the firſt 
bottle was drinking, appeared very flat and 
heavy ; at the ſecond bottle extremely briſk 


and lively, full of wit and learning, and a 


moſt pleaſant, agreeable companion; but be- 
fore the third bottle was finiſhed, ſunk again 
into ſuch ſtupidity and dulneſs that hardly any 
body could have believ'd him to be the author 
of a book that abounded with ſo much wit; 
learning and pleaſantry. Next morning, Mr. 
Shepherd aſk'd his lordſhip's opinion of Mr. 
Butler, who anſwered, He is /ike a nine- pin, 
little at bath ends, but great in the middle, 


The vicar of Bray in Berkſhire, being a 
papiſt under the reign of Henry VIII. and a 


proteſtant under Edward VI. a papiſt again 


under queen Mary, and a proteſtant im the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, was reproached as 
the ſcandal of his gown, by turning from one 
religion to another; / cannot help that, _ 

the 
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the vicar, but if 1 chang'd my religion, I an 
jure I we kept true to my principle, which is, to 
live and die the wicar of Bray. 


There is a ſtory of Sir William Kingſton, 


who was provoſt-marſhal to Edward VI. that ; 


after a rebellion that happened in that reign 


upon the alteration of religion, he invited | 
himſelf to dine with the mayor of Bodwin in | 


Cornwal, who, thinking himſelf honoured, 
provided a handſome entertainment for him, 
ſuitable to his dignity. While dinner was 
getting ready, the provoſt took Mr. Bowyer 
_ aſide, (for that was the mayor's name) and 
whiſpered in his ear that there mult be an 
execution that afternocn, and therefore or- 
dered him to caule a gallows to be ſet up 
over-againſt his own door. The mayor 0- 
beyed his command, ard after dinner the 
provoſt took the mayor by the hand, and de- 
ſired him to lead him to the place ef execu- 
tion, which when he beheld, he aſk'd the 
mayor if he thought it was long enough. 
Yes, ſays the mayor, doudtleſs it is. Well, 
then, {aid Sir William, get up and try, for it 


is provided for you. I hope, Sir, ſaid the 


mayor, you are not in earneſt, By my troth, 
ſays the provoſt, there is no remedy for you 

ave been a buſy rebel. And ſo, without any 
form of trial, cauſed the mayor to be exe 
cuted. 


| Another 
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Another ſtory is told of a millar, who hav- 
ing been very active in the ſame rebellion, 
and fearing the diabolical ſpirit of Kingiton, 
who ſhewed no mercy wherever he came, 
went from home, and told a young, ſtout fel- 
low, his ſervant, that if any gentlemen ſhould 
come and enquire for him, to tell them that 
he was the millar. 'The provoſt .came, as 
the millar had fore-ſeen, and the ſervant 
ſaid as he was ordered; upon which the 
provoſt commanded his Mermidons to ſeize 
him, and hang him on the next ree. The 
poor fellow hearing this, cried out, Jam not 
the millar but the millar's man. Nay, friend, 
| ſaid Sir William, I will take thee at thy firſt 
word ; if thou art the millar, thou art a buſy 
knave and a rebel, and deſerveſt tobe hang'd: 
if thou art not the millar, thou art a falſe, ly- 
ing knave, and can'ſt not do thy maſter better 
ſervice than to be hang'd for him. And ſo 
cauſed the fellow to be executed. 


Captain Porter, a gay officer in Frazer's 
regiment, fell in love with a ſprightly young 
lady at Henley upon Thames, and married 
her. Being in lodgings ſome time after at a 
village in that neighbourhood, they hiied a 
very pretty maid; and as they were all young 
and had but little to do, they were wont to 
divert the time in romping, without any ex- 
ception taken, till one day the miſtreſs bolt- 
ing open the chamber- door a little too ab- 

5 ruptly, 
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ruptly, diſcovered Betty and her maſter more} 
familiar together than ſhe had reaſon to de. 
fire they ſhould continue; but bridling he 
paſſion, ſhe pull'd to the door, and inſtantly} 
withdrew. The girl, as ſoon as ſhe could 
recover herſelf from her deſhabille, haſtened 
after her miſtreſs, and in a violent agitation, | 
madam, ſaid ſhe, I deſire you would take 
warning, for I would not live with my ma. 
ſter for a king's ranſom ; there never was {off 
rude a man born; he's always pulling one 2. 
bout, or ſwearing at one. Well, well, Bett, 


ſaid the miſtreſs, who could not help ſmiling, v. 
moderate your paſſion, and never mind him; «: 
if he pulls you about, you pull him again; ic 
and if you pull him a-days, I'll pull him a. w 
nights, and I warrant you we tame him be. i 
tween us. 
IE 5 1 
King Charles II, was by nature extremely 0 
familiar, of very eaſy acceſs, and much de. 
lighted to fee and be ſeen. He delighted 
tho' a monarch, to give and take a jet ; b, 


be the firſt man at cock-matches, horſe-races,Þl 
balls and plays. He more than once dire m 


with his good citizens of London on thei (- 
lord-mayor's day, and did fo the year that x 
Sir Robert Viner was mayor. Sir Roben 


was a very loyal man; but what with the jo) 

he felt at hearc for the honour done him by 

his prince, or thro' the warmth he was in 

with continual toaſting the royal family, hi n. 
5 _ | lordſhyp 


altogether ſo graceful in io public a place. 


Y tricate himielf out of all difficulties of this 


looked kindly at him over his ſhoulder, and 
wich a {mile and graceful air, repeated this 
F 5 line of the old ſong; 


and immediately turned back, and comply” d 
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lordſhip grew a little too fond of his majeſty, 
and entered into a familiarity of diſcourſe not 


The king underſtood very well how to ex- 


ſort, and with a hint to the company to a- 
void ceremony, ſtole off and made towards 
his coach, which ſtood ready for him in 
Guildhali-yard. But he m+yor liked his 
company to well, and was grown fo inti- 
mate, that he purſued hini haſtily, ard catch- 
ing him faſt by the hand, cried out with a 
vehement oath and accent, Sir, you ſhall //ay 
and take other bottlc. The airy monarch 


He that is drunk is as great as a king; 


with his lord{hip's humour. 


The ſtory of this king's eſcape after the 
battle of W. orceſter will, perhaps, account 
tor that freedum of acceſs and familiarity his 
majeſty was ſo remarkable lor; and tho' 
1 mewnat long, is very curious to be known; 
{ ſhall therefore give it as related by lord Cla- 
rendon, who no doubt had the beſt opportu- 

ity of being acquainted with the particulars . 


Thelaſt fatal battle of Worceſter, ſays he, was 
no ſooner decided, than the king thought of 
nothing 
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nothing ſo much as providing for his own ſafe: 
ty ; he therefore took the advantage of the 


night, ſlipt away from the body of horſe that | 
attended him, and bctook himſelf alone to | 
an adjacent wood, where in the morning he | 
diſcerned another man, who had got up an | 
oak near the place where the king had reſted 


himſelf. This man's name was Careleſs, a 


captain under lord Loug 


the king, and the king him ; and perſuaded 


his majeſty, fince it could not be ſafe for him 


to leave the wood till the heat of the pur- 
ſuir abated, to aſcend the tree that he had 
juſtquitted, where the bouchs were ſo thick 
with leaves that no perſon could be diſcovered . 
without a narrower enquiry than pcop'e uſu MR 


ally make in places which they don't ſuſpect, 


The king did fo, and was followed by Care- 
Jeſs, and in that tree they fat ſecurely all the! 
next day, and jaw many who cane in pur- | 

ſuit of them, and heard their diſcourſe. The 
day being ſpent, it was not in the king's i 
power. to forget that he had lived two days | 
with eating very little, and two nights with! 


as little fleep ; to that now it was dark he 
was willing to make fome proviſion for both; 


and with tue advice and aſhſtance of his com-! 


panion, after walking at leaſt nine or ten 
miles, they came at Jail to a poor cottage, 
the owner whereot being a Ronan catholic, 


Was krown to Cores, ho tortanately for 


the king was of that icligion. Ilim they 
called 


ghborough, who Ede : 
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called up, who preſently carried them into 


Ja little hovel, full of hay, which was a better 


lodging than he had for himſelf. But when 
they had conferred with their hoſt of the 
news and temper of the country, it was a- 
greed, that the danger would be the greater 
if they ſtaid together, and therefore that 


3 Careleſs ſhould preſently be gone, and ſhou!d 


within two days ſend a truſty perſon to the 
king to guide him to ſome other place of ſe- 
curity, and in the mean time his majeſty 
ſhould ſtay upon the haymow, The king 
ſlept very well in his lodging till morning, 
when his hoſt brought him a piece of bread, 


and a great pet of butter- milk, which he 


thought the beſt food he had ever eaten. 


Ihe poor man was ignorant of the quality of 


his gueſt, but ſpoke very intellizibly to him 
cf the country, and of the people who were 


well or ill- affected to the king, and of the 


grcat fear and terror that poſieiicd the hearts 


of thoſe who were belt affected. He told 
him, that what he had brought him was the 
fare he and his wife had; and that he fearcd 
it he ſhovld eideavour to procure better, it 
might draw ſufpicion upon him, and pcople 
might be apt to think he had ſomebody with 
him that was not of his own family; however 
if he would have him pet ſome meat, he 
would do it. The king was fa'isfhed with 


his reaſon, and after two days penance in 


this place, a man, a little above the condi- 
tion 
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tion of his hoſt, came from Careleſs, to con- 
duct him to another houſe, more out of the 
way. It was above twelve miles he was to 
travel, and was to be cautious not to go into | 
any common road, which his guide knew | 
well how to avoid. Hehad already cut off his} 
hair, and now he new dreſſed himſelf, chang. 


ing cloaths with bis landlord ; he had a great 
mind to have kept his own ſhirt, but he con- 
ſidered that men are not ſconer diſcovered by BY 
any mark in diſguiſes, than by having fue 
linen in bad cloaths; and ſo he parted with 
his ſhirt too, and took the ſame his poor hot 
had then on. Tho' he had foreſcen that he 
muſt leave bis boots, and his landlord had 
taken che beſt care he could to provide an 
old pair of ſhoes, yet they were uncaſy wlen 
he firſt put them on, and in a ſhort time aſter Þ 
grew very grievous to him. Thus equip! he Þ 
let out from his firſt lodging in the beginning 


ges and ditches, 


of the night, croſing hed 


which ſo tired him that he was even ready 10 
deſpair, and prefer being taken and ſuffercd Þ 
to reſt, before purchaſing his ſafety at ſo dear 
a rate. His ſhoes had, after a few miles hut 


him ſo much, that he had thiown them a- 
way and walked in his ſtockings ; and his 
feet, with the thorns in getting over tae 


hedges, and with the ſtones in other places, 
were ſo hurt and wounded that he many times 
caſt himſelf upon the ground with a deſperate Þ 


and obſtinate relolution to reſt there till the 
: | morn- 
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morning what hazard ſoever he run. But his 
ſtout guide ſtil] prevailed with him to make a 
new attempt, till at length they arrived at the 


houſe deſigned; which, ho' it was better 
than that he had lef, his lodging was ſtill in 


the barn upon ſtraw inſte ad of nay. Here he 
had ſuch fare as poor people uſe to have, 
with which, but eſp<c:ally with the butter and 


cheele, he thought himſolſ well feaſted; and 
took the beſt care he could to be ſupplied with 


other ſhoes and ſtockings; and after his feet 


were enough recovered that he could go, he 


was conducted from one poor houſe to an- 
other, and concealed with great fidelity. 
Within a few days one Mr. Huddleſtone, a 
Benedictine monk, came to him, ſent by 
Careleſs, and was of ſingular ſervice to his 
majeſty. This man told him, that lord Wil- 
mot lay concealed likewiſe in a friend's houſe 
of his, which his majaſty was glad to hear, 
and wiſhed him to contrive ſome means how 
they might ſpeak together ; which the other 
did. Wilmot told the king, that he had by 


very good fortune fallen into the houſe of one 


Mr. Lane, a perſon remarkable for his fi- 


delity to the king, but of ſo univerſal a good 


name, that tho' he had a ſon, a colonel in 
the king's ſervice, people of all parties paid 
the old man very great reſpect; and there- 
fore he adviſed his majeſty to repair to this 
gentleman's houſe, where he was ſure he 
might lie conceal'd till a full deliverance 
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could be contrived. The king liked the pro. 


poſition, and was willing that he ſhould know 
what gueſt he received; for hithecto none of 
his hotts knew or ſeemed to ſuſpect that he 
was more than one of the king's party that Þ 
fled from Worceſter. Mr. Lane received | 
him with joy, and took care to accommodate 
him in ſuch places as in a large houſe had Þ 
been piovided for the purpoſes of conceal. 
ment. Here he remained ſome months, re- | 
ceiving every day information of the great 
conſternation the king was in, left his perſon | 
ſhould fall into the hands of his enemies, and Þ 
of the diligence they uſed to ſearch after him, Þ 
He read the proclamation that was iſſued out Þ 
and printed, in which a thouſand pounds were 
promiſed to any man who would diſcover and 
deliver up the perſon of Charles Stuart, and 
the penalty of high treaſon declared againk Þ 
thoſe who preſumed to harbour or conceal F 


him ; by which he ſaw how much he was be- 


holden to all thoſe who were faithful to him. 


It was high time to conſider how he might 
get near the ſea in order for his eſcape. He 


was now on the borders of Staffordſhire, near 
the middle of the kingdom, where he was Þ 


an utter ſtranger to all the ports ar.d coaſt: 
In the welt he was beſt acquainted, and that 
coaſt was moſt proper to tranſport him into 
France, to which he was inclined. Upon 
this matter he conſulted with the old gentle- 
man, the colonel his ſon, aud a young lady 

i of 


Mir. Lane had a reice married to Mr. Nor- 


& lived within a few miles of Briſtol, at lcaſt 
BZ four or five days journey from the place where 


with cloaths and bots for ſuch a feryice, and 


| he was inſtructed where he ſhould mect them 
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of great diſcretion, daughter to Mr, Lane 
who was very fit to bear a part in ſuch a truſt. 


ton, a clergyman, of 8 or gool. a year, who 


the king then was, but a place moſt to be 
wiſhed for the king to be in, becauſe he was 
well known and well beloved in all that 
county. It was hereupon retoiv. d that Miſs 
Lane ſhould viſit this coulin, and that ſhe 
ſhould ride behind the king, who was fitted 


only one ſcrvant to attend them. A gocd 
houſc was pitched upon for the firſt niglit's 
lodging, where Wilmot had notice given him 
to mect: and in this equipage the king be- 
gan his journey, the colon! Keeping bun 
company at a diſtance with his hawk, and 
two or three ſpaniels; Which, where there 
were any fields at hand, wariauted him to ide 
out of the way, keeping his company ſtill in 
his eye, and not ſceming to be of it. In 
this manner they came to their fist night's 
lodging; here lord Wilmot fourd them; 
and every day's journey being then ſeitled, 


at night. The colonel continued to hawk 
with them till he had brought them within a 
day's journey of Mr. Norion's houſe, and 
then he gave his hawk to Wilmot, wit {'- 
nihed the jourtey in the ſame exerciſe. 

| ) 3 There 
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could be contrived. The king liked the pro- 
poſition, and was willing that he ſhould know 
what gueſt he received; for hitherto none of 
his hoſts knew or ſeemed to ſuſpect that he 
was more than one of the king's party that 
fled from Worceſter. Mr. Lane received 
him with joy, and took care to accommodate 
him in ſuch places as in a large houſe had 
been piovided for the purpoſes of conceal- 
ment. Here he remained ſome months, re- 
ceiving every day information of the great 
conſternation the king was in, leſt his perſon 
ſhould fall into the hands of his enemies, and 
of the diligence they uſed to ſearch after him, 
He read the proclamation that was iſſued out 
and printed, in which a thouſand pounds were 
promiſed to any man who would diſcover and 
deliver up the perſon of Charles Stuart, and 
the penalty of high treaſon declared againft 
thoſe who preſumed to harbour or conceal 
him ; by which he ſaw how much he was be- 
holden to all thoſe who were faithful to him, 
It was high time to conſider how he might 
get near the ſea in order for his eſcape. He 
was now on the borders of Staffordſhire, near 
the middle of the kingdom, where he was 
an utter ſtranger to all the ports ard coaſt: 
In the weſt he was beſt acquainted, and that 
coaſt was moſt proper to tranſport him into 
France, to which he was inclined. Upon 
this matter he conſulted with the old gentle- 
man, the colonel his fon, and a young * 
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of great diſcretion, daughter to Mr, Lane 

who was very fit to bear a part in ſuch a cult. 
Mr. Lare had a reice married to Mr. Nor 
ton, a clergyman, of 8 or gool. a year, who 
lived within a few miles of Briſtol, at leaſt 
four or five days journey from the place where 


the king then was, but a place moſt to be 


wiſhed for the king to be in, becauſe he was 
well known and well beloved in all that 
county. It was hereupon reloiv.d that Miſs 
Lane fhould viſit this couhn, and that ſhe 
ſhould ride behind the king, who was fitted 
with cloaths and boats for ſuch a ſervice, and 
only one fcrvant to attend them. A god 
houfe was pitched upon for the firit night's 
lodging, where Wilmot had notice piven h' m 
to meet: and in this equipage the king be- 
gan his journey, the colonel keeping him 
compaoy at a diſtance with his hawk, and 
two or three ſpaniels; which, where there 
were any fields at hand, war: auted him to ride 
out of the way, keeping his company ſtill in 


his eye, and not ſceming to be of it. In 


this manner they came to their firſt night's 
lodging; here lord Wilmot fourd them; 
and every day's journey being then ſetles, 
he was inſtructed where he ſhould meet them 


at night. The colonel continued to hawk 


with chem till he had brought them within a 
day's journey of Mr. Norton's houſe, and 
then he gave his hawk to Wilmot, who fi- 
nithed the jourtey in the ſame exerciſe. 

| 9 There 
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There was great care taken when they 
came to any houſe, that the king might be 
preſently carried into ſome chamber, Miſs 
Lane declaring, that he was a neighbour's 
ſon whom his father had lent her, in hope 
that he would the ſooner recover from a 
quartan ague with which he had been miſe- 

rably afflicted, and was not yet free. And 
by this artifice ſhe cauſed him to be hand- 
ſomely provided for, and often waited upon 
him herſelf to prevent the ſervants from too 
narrowly obſerving him. There was no reſt— 
ing-place till they came to Mr. Norton's, nor 
any thing extraordinary that happened in the 
way, fave that they met many people every 
day who were well known to the king, and 
the day they went to Mr. Norton's they were 
neceſiarily to ride quite through Briſtol, a 
place and people the king was well acquainted 
with, and could not but ſend his eyes abroad 
to view the great alterations which a little 
time had made there; and when he rode near 
the place where the great fort had ſtood, he 
could not forbcar putting his horſe oat of the 
way, and rode with his miſtreſs behind him 
round about it. They came to Mr. Norton's 
houſe ſooner than uſual, and tho' in the mid- 
dle of October, they ſaw many people about 
a bowling-green that was before the door, 
and the firft man the king ſaw was a chaplain 
of his own, who was ally'd to the gent tleman 
of the houſe, and was fitting upon the rails to 


lee 


ANECDOTES, Oc. 31 
ſee how the bowlers play'd. William, by 
which name the king went, walked with his 
horſe into the ſtable till his miſtreſs could pro- 
vide for his retreat. Miſs Lane was very 
welcome to her couſin, and was preſently 
conducted to her chamber ; where ſhe had no 


' ſooner entered than ſhe lamented the condi- 


tion of a good youth who came with her, and 
who was very fick being newly recovered of 
an ague. A chamber was preſently made 
ready, and a boy ſent into the ſtable to call 
William, who was very glad to retire from 
the company below. When it was ſupper- 
time, there being broth brought to the table, 
Miſs Lane filled a little diſh, and deſired the 
butler who waited at table to carry that diſh 
to William. The butler carried the broth, 
and looking upon the young man narrowly, 
fell upon his knees, and with tears told him, 
he was glad to ſee his majeſty. The king 
was infinitely ſurpriſed, yet recolleQed him- 
ſelf enough to laugh at the man, and to aſk 
him, what he meant? The man's name was 
John Pope; he had been falconer to Sir Tho- 
mas Jermyn, and made it appear that he 
knew well to whom he ſpoke; whereupon 
the king conjured him not to diſcover him 
not even to his maſter; the man promiſed, 
and kept his word; and the king was better 
ſerved during his abode there. Dr. Gorges, 
the king's chaplain, as has been ſaid, ſupped 


with Mr. Norton that night, and being a 


3 man 
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man of chearſul converſation, aſked Miſs 
Lane many queſtions concerning William, 
to which ſhe gave ſuch anſwers as ocurred. 
| The doctor, from the final prevalence of the 
parliament, had, like many others, declined 
his profeſſion, and pretended to ſtudy phyſic ; Þ 
and as ſoon as ſupper was over, out of good. 
nature, and without telling any body, he 
went to ſee William. The king ſaw him 
coming into the chamber, and withdrew to 
the inſide of the bed, that he might be far— 
theſt from the candle; and the doctor came 
and ſat down by him, felt his pulſe, and aſk"d 
him many queſtions, which he anſwer'd in 
as few words as poſlible, and expreſſing great 
incl:nation to go to bed, the doctor left him, 
and went to Miſs Lane, and told her that ke 
had been with William, and that he would 
do well, and adviſed her what ſhe ſhould do 
if his ague returned. Next morning the 
doQor went away, ſo the king ſaw him no 
more; and lord Wilmot came to the houlc 
with his hawk to ſee Miſs Lane, and fo took 
an opportunity to ſpeak with William, who 
was to conſider what he was to do. They 
thought it neceſſary to reſt ſome days till they 
were informed what port lay moſt convenient 
for them, and what perſon lived nearelt to it, 
upon whoſe fidelity they might rely ; ; Ar 
the king gave him directions to inquire afte: 
ſome perſons, and ſome other particulars, ol 
which, when he ſhould be fully — 
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he ſhould return again to him. In the mean 
time Wilmot lodged at a houſe not far from 


Mr. Notton's, to which he had been recom- 


mended. After ſome days ſtay here, the 
king came to know that colonel Francis Wind- 
ham lived within a little more than a day's 
journey of the place where he was ; of which 
he was very glad ; for beſides the inclination 
he had to his elder brother, whoſe wife had 
been his nurſe, this gentleman had behaved 
himſelf very well during the war. and had 
been governor of Dunſtar-Caſtle, where the 
king lodged when he was in the Weſt. The 
king ſent Wilmot to him, and a time and 
place being appointed to meet, the king took 


his leave of Miſs Lane, who remained at ber 


couſin's, and fo departed, accompanied only 
In their way they met Mr. 
Kirton, a ſervant of the king's, who well 


knew Wilmot, but took no notice of him, 


nor ſuſpected the king to be in his company: 
At the place of meeting they reſted only one 
night, and then the king went to the colonel's 
houſe, where he ſtay'd ti]] the colonel pro- 


They 
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how they might procure a veſſel, which was 
no eaſy matter to do, there being fo great a 

fear poſſeſſing even the well-affected, that no 
5 A ppody outward bound cired to take in any 
"mw paſſenger. There was a gentleman, one Mr. 
re, 


* : . þ O * ” bad 
* iſon, who lived near Lyme in Dorſetſhire, 
Uke 
10 


having 


ected at what place he might embark, ard 


and was well known to colone! Windham, 
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having been a captain in the king's army; 


and with him tie colonel confalted how 


they might get a veſiel to be ready to take 
in a couple of gentlemen, triends of his, who 
were in danger of being arreſted, and to 
tranſport them to France. Tho' uo man 
would aſk who the perſons were, yet it could 
not but be ſuſpected they were of the Wor. 
ceſter party. Lyme was generally as ma- 
licious and diſaffected to the king's intereſt as 
any town in England could be; yet there 


was in it the maſter of a bark, of whoſe ho- 


neſty captain Elliſon was very confident, 
This man was lately returned from France, 
and had unladen his veſſel when Elliſon aſked 
him, whether he would undertake to carry 
over a couple of gentlemen and land them in 
France, if he might have 501. for his trouble, 
The man ſaid, he might well be ſuſpected for 
going to ſea. again without being freighted, 
after he was ſo newly returned ; yet he un- 
dertook it. Colonel Windham being adver- 
tiſed of this, came together with lord Wil- 


mot to the captain's houſe, from whence 


they both rode to a houſe near Lyme, where 
the maſter of the bark met them ; and it was 
there concluded that on ſuch a night, when 
the tide ſerved, the man ſhould draw out his 
veſſel from the peer, and being at ſea ſhould 
come to ſuch a point, about a mile from the 
town, where his ſhip ſhould remain upon the 
beach when the water was gohe, which 
would 


= 
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would take her off again about break of day 


| when the tide ſerved next morning. There 


was very near this point a ſmall inn, kept by 
a man who was reputed honeſt, to which the 
cavaliers of the country often reſorted ; and 
the London poſt-road paſſed that way, ſo 
that it was ſeldom without company. Into 
that inn the two gentlemen were to come in 
the beginning of the night, that they might 
put themſelves on board. All things being 
thus concerted, and good earneſt given to the 
maſter, lord Wilmot and the colonel returned 
to the colonel's houſe, above a day's journey 
from the place the captain undertaking every 
day to look that the maſter ſhould proceed, 

and if any thing tell out contrary to expect. 
ation, to give the colonel notice at ſuch a 
place where they intended the king ſhould be 
the day before he was to embark. Theking 
being ſatisfied with theſe preparations, came 
at the time appointed to that houſe where he 
was to hear hove things went, and was aſ— 
ſured that the man had honeſtly put his pro- 
viſions on board, and had his crew ready, 
which was but fcur men, and that the veſſel! 
mould be drawn out that night; ſo that it 
was fit the two perions ſhould repair to the 
place appointed. The captain conducted 
them wichin fight of it, and then wert to his 
own houſe not diftant a mile from it; the 
ane rema! ning ſtill at the houſe where 
they had lodged the night before till he might 
le ar 
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hear the news of their being embarked. They 
found many paſſengers in the inn, and ſs 


were to be contented with an ordinary cham- 


ber which they did not intend to fleep long 
in. But as ſoon as there appeared any light, 
Wilmot went out to diſcover the bark, of 
which there was no appearance. In a word, 


the ſun roſe, and nothing like a ſhip in view. 


They ſent to the captain, who was as much 
amazed; and he ſent to the town, and his 
ie:vant could not find the maſter of the bark, 
which was ſtill in the peer. They ſuſpected 
the captain, and the captain ſuſpected the 
maſter. However, it being row paſt ten of 
the clock, they concluded it was not fit for 
them to ſiay Jonger there, and ſo they 
mounted their horſes to return to the houle 
where they had left the colonel, who they 
knew, reſolved to ſtay there till he was ai- 


' ſured that they were gone. The truth of the 


diſappoincment was this; the man meant ho— 
neſtiy, and made all things ready for his de- 
parture; and the night he was to go out with 
his veſſel he had ſtaid in his own houſe, and 


flept two or three hours. and the time of the 


tide being come he took out of a cupboard 
ſome linen and cther things which he uſed to 
carry with him to ſea. His wife bad ob. 
ſerved, that he had been for ſome days fuller 
of thoaght than he uſed to be, and that he 
had been ſpeaking with ſeamen, who uſed to 
go wich him, and that ſome of them had on 

a rie. 


ANECDOTES, Ce. 47 
ried proviſions on board ; of which ſhe had 
aſked her huſband the reaſon, who told her, 
that he was promiſed freight ſpeedily, and 
therefore he would make all things ready. 
She was ſure there was yet no lading in the 
hip, and therefore when ſhe ſaw her huſband 
take all thoſe materials with him, which was 
a ſure ſign that he meant to go to ſea, and it 
being late in the night, ſhe ſhut the door, 
and ſwore he ſhould not go out of his houſe. 
He told her, he muft go, and was engaged 
to go to ſea that night, for which he ſhould 
be well paid. His wife told him, ſhe was 
ſure he was doing ſomething that would undo 
him, and ſhe was reſolved he ſhould not go 
out of his houſe ; and if he ſhould perſiſt in 
it, ſhe would tell the neighbours, and carry 
him before the mayor to be examined, that 
the truth might be found out. The poor 
man, thus maſtered by the paſſion and vio- 
lence of his wife, was forced to yield to her, 
that there might be no further noiſe, and ſo 
went into his bed. And it was very happy 
that the king's jealouſy haſtened him from 
that inn. It was the ſolemn faſt day which 
was obſerved in thoſe times, principally to 
inflame the people againſt the king and his 
party, and there was a chapel in that village 
over-againſt that inn, where a weaver, who . 
had been a ſoldier, uſed to preach, and utter 
all the villainy imaginable againſt the old 
erder of government ; and he was then in the 


chapel 
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chapel preaching to his congregation when 


the king went from thence, and telling the 
people that Charles Stuart was lurking ſome- 
where in that county, and what they would 


merit from God Almighty if they could find 
him out. The paſſengers, who had lodged 


in the inn that night, had, as ſoon as they 


were up, ſent for a Smith to examine their 
horſes ſhoes, it being a hard froſt. The fel- 
low, when he had done what he was ſent 
for, according to the cuſtom of that people, 
examined the feet of the other two horſes, to 
find more work. When he had obſerved 
them, he told the landlord, that one of thoſe 
horſes had travelled far, and that he was ſure 
his four ſhoes had been made in four {ſeveral 
counties; Which, whether his {kill was able 


to diſcover, or no, was very true. The 


Smith going to the ſermon, told this tory to 
ſome of his neighbours, and ſo it came to the 
ears of the preacher when his ſermon was 
done. Immediately he ſent for an officer and 
ſearched the inn, and enquired for thoſe 
horſes, and bewg informed that they were 
zone, he cauſed horſes to be ſent to follow 
them, and to make enquiry after the two 
men that rid them, and poſitively declared, 
that one of them was Charles Stuart. All 
this they learnt afterwards from Captain El- 
liſon. But to return, when they came again 


to the colonel, they preſently concluded, 


that they were to make no longer ſtay in thoſe 
5 | parts 


and when he had ſpoken with him, Mr. Phi- 
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parts, nor any more to endeavour to find a 
ſhip upon that coaſt; and without any farther 
delay they rode back to the colonel's houſe, 
where they arrived in the night. Then they 
reſolved to make their next attempt in Hamp- 
ſhire and Suſſex, where colonel Windham had 
no intereſt. There was between that and 
Saliſbury, a very honeſt gentleman, colonel 
Robert Philips, a younger brother, of a very 
good family, whom the king was reſolved to 
truſt; and ſo ſent the lord Wilmot to a place 
from whence he night ſend to Mr. Philips, 


lips ſhould come to the king, and lord Wil- 
mot was to ſtay in ſuch a place as they two 
ſhould agree. Mr. Philips accordingly came 
to the colonel's houſe, which he could do 
without ſuſpicion, they being nearly ally'd. 
The ways were full of ſoldiers, which were 
ſent now from the army to their quarters, 
and many regiments of horſe and foot were 
aſſigned for the weſt, of which diviſion Det- 
borough was commander in chief. Theſe 
marches were likely to laſt many days, and 
it was not thought adviſable for the king to 
ſtay ſo long in that place; thereupon he had 
recourſe to his old ſtratagem of taking a wo- 
man behind him, a kinſwoman of colonel 
Windham's, whom he carried in that manner 
to a place not far from Saliſbury ; tv which 
co'onel Philips conducted him, In this jour- 
ney he paſſed through the middle of a regi- 

E:2 ment 
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ment of horſe ; and preſently after, met Def, 
borough walking down a hill and three or 
four men with him who had lodged in Sa- 
liſpury the night before; all that read being 
full of ſoldiers. The next day, upon the 
plain, Dr Henchman, one of the prebendaries 
of Saliſbury, met the king; lord Wilmot, 
and Mr. Philips then leaving him to go to 
the ſea- coaſt to find a veſſel ; the doctor con- 
_ ducted the king to Heale, a eat 3 miles from 
Saliſbury, belonging then to ſerjeant Hyde, 
who was afterwards chief-jultice of the king's 
bench, and then in the occupation of the wi— 
dow of his elder brother, where coming late 
in the evening, he ſupped with ſome gentle. 
men who accidentally were in the houſe, 
Which could not well be avoided, But the 
next morning he went early from thence, as 
if he had continued his journey ; and the wi- 
dow being truſted with the knowledge of her 
gueſt, ſent her ſervants out of the way; and, 
at an hour appointed, received him again, 
and accommodated him in a little room, 
which had been made ſince the beginning of 


entertained unknown to ſome gentlemen who 
lived in the houſe, and to others who daily 
' reſorted thither, for many days; the widow 
herſelf only attending him, ard bringing him 
ſuch letters as the doctor received from Wil. 
mot and Philips. A veſſel being at laſt pro- 
yided upon the coaſt of Suſſex, and notice 
. = __ theredf 
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thereof ſent to Dr. Henchman, he ſent to 
the king to meet him at Stone-henge, whither 
the widow took care to direct him; and be- 
ing there met, he attended him to the place 
where colonel Philips received him. He, the 
next day delivered him to lord Wilmot, who 
went with him to a houſe in Suſſex, recom- 
mended by colonel Gunter, a gentleman of 


that county that had ſerved the king in the 


war, who met him there ; and had provided 
a little bark at Brighthelmſted, where he 
went early on board, and arrived fafely in 
Normandy, in November, in a ſmall creek, 
from whence he got to Roan, and thence to 
Court, where we ſha'l now leave him. 


Marſhal Villars, upon the death of the 
duke of Vendome, in Lewis XIVth's time, 
was made governor of Provence in his room; 
and when the marſhal went to take poſſeſſion 
of his new government, the deputies of the 
province made him the uſual preſent of a 
purſe full of Louis d'Ors ; but the perſon who 
had the honour to preſent it, ſaid to him, 


Here, my lord, is ſuch another purſe as that «ve 


gave to the duke. de Vendome, when, like you, 
he came to be our governor ; but the prince, af- 
ter accepting it as a teſtimony of our regard to 
him, very generouſly returned it. Ah ! ſaid 
marſhal Villars, ſqueezing the purſe into his 
pocket, Monſieur Vendome vas a moſt ſurpriæ- 
ing man; he has not left his fell;w behind him. 

. E 3 Villars 
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Villars, duke of Buckingham, about the 
latter end of K. James's reign, and the begin- 
ning of that of K. Charles I, had made him- 


ſelf by bis miſmanagement ſo obnoxious to 


the Commons, that Sir Edward Cook de- 


clared him publickly in the Houſe, to be the 


cauſe of all the national miſery, and that, 


till the king was informed of it, they could 


neither go out with honour, nor fit with ho- 
nour there. The duke being told of this af- 
terwards, as he ſat at dinner at his own table, 


Tub, ſaid he, ſmiling, hat fignifies what 


the Commons of Englund ſay without my leave 
they dare do nothing=——no, not ſo much as. 


touch the hair of a deg. 


[This, however, proved a fatal menace to 


him; and gave occafion to one of the boldeſt 
murders recorded in hiſtory ; the tory of it 
is thus related by different authors.] 


One John Felton, a gentlet1an of a re- 


2 family in Suffolk, and formerly a 


ieutenant in the king's ſervice, being in- 
flamed by the popular reſentment, took it 
into his head that he ſhould do God good 
ſervice if he killed the duke ; and accord- 
ingly having provided no other inſtrument 
than an ordinary knife which he bought for 
a ſhilling, he repaired to Portſmouth (where 
the duke was then haſtering out a fleet for 
the relief of Rochelle) and arrived on the 
: | | | eve 


8 -& 


„ n 


ANECDOTES, SC. 43 


eve of St. Bartholomew. Next morning the 
duke receiving letters, that Rochelle had re- 
lieved itſelf, had ordered breakfaſt to be got 
ready with all expedition, that he might go 
and acquaint the king, who was then at Sir 
Daniel Norton's, but a few miles off, with 
the good news: the chamber where the duke 
was dreſſing himſelf, in the mean time, was 
full of company; and, among the reſt, Monſ- 
Soubiez, brother to the duke of Rohan, and 
other French gentlemen, who were earneſtly 
preſſin g the departure of the fleet, leſt the 
news the duke had received ſhould be pre- 
mature, and the place be ruined and loſt by 
an ill- timed delay. Their diſcourſe, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of their nation, was held 
with ſuch vehemence, that the ſtanders-by, 
who did not underſtand French, thought they 
were angry; and the duke being told that 
breakfaſt was ready, and drawing towards 
the door, where the hangings were held up 
to let him paſs, in that very paſſage turning 
to Sir John Fryer, the colonel in waiting, to 
iſſue his commands, he was on the ſudden 
ſtruck upon the breaſt with a knife; upon 
which, without uſing any other words but 
the willain hath killed me, and in the ſame 
moment pulling out the knife, he fell down 
dead, the knife having pierced his heart. 
No man had ſeen the blow, but in the con- 
fuſion many imagined it came from the 
French ; and it was next to a miracle they 

were 
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were not all killed on the ſpot. In the hurry 
aà hat was taken up, in the infide of which 


a 


four or five lines of that declaration were 
written, wherein the commons had ſtyled 
the duke an enemy to the kingdom, and un- 
derneath upon the ſame paper a ſhort ejacu- 
lation. It was inſtantly concluded, that the 
perſon to whom this hat belonged, muſt be 
the man who had done the murder ; and ac- 
cordingly a gentleman being obſerved walk- 


ing very penſively before the door without a 


hat, the word was given that zhcre avas the 
villain that had killed the duke ; and while the 
multitude crowded to ſee him, and every one 
was aſking Which is he? Which is be? The 
man very compoſedly anſwered, J am he. 
The moſt furious ran with their drawn ſwords 
to kill him ; while he, with all the uncon- 
cern in the wo:ld, expoſed himſelf to the 
utmoſt violence of their rage; but others of 
a more deliberate temper defended him, and 
carried him into a private room, in order to 
Paſs examination, while he was yet uncol- 


lected. The chief thing aimed ar was to 


learn his accomplices, and in order to induce 
him to that diſcovery, it was intimated to 
him that the duke was not yet dead; but to 
this he replicd with a ſmile, I know he muſt 


be dead, for ] had the force of forty men when 
I truck him, He added, that they need give 


themſelves no trouble about his accomplices, 
for no man living had credit enough with 


him 
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him to engage him to kill a worm; that 
what he had done was a matter of con- 
ſcience, for which he was ready and willing 
to ſuffer the ſevereſt penalties of the law; 
and that the motives upon which he acted 
would appear, if his hat were found, in 
which, left he ſhould periſh in the attempt, 
he had written them, that the world might 
not be ata loſs to account for the deed. 
Nothing further could be gathered from him 
upon this occaſion, and therefore he was re- 
moved to London, where he remained four 
months in priſon before he was brought to, 
trial, in which time he was more than once 
examined before the council; and tho' he 
ſtill perſiſted in his former declaration, that 
no man knew of his deſign, yet Laud would 
not be convinced but that the Puritans were 
concerned in the conſpiracy, and threatened 
Felton with the rack if he did not confeis it ; 
Felton reply'd with a compoſure equally ad- 
mired and applauded, That Fit muſt be ſo, he 
could not tell whom he might nominate in the 
extremity of torture; and if what he then ſhould 
ſay muſt paſs for truth, he could not tell whether 
his lordſhip, or which of their Ioraſhips preſent, 
he might name, for torture might draw unex- 
pefted things from him; after this, ſays Ruſh- 
worth, he was aſked no more queſtions, but 
remanded back to priſon. Biſhop Laud, 
however, perſiſted in putting him to the rack, 
on which a debate aroſe, and his majeſty be- 


ing 
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ing preſent, moved that the queſtion might 
be propounded to the judges, who unani- 
moully declared, That he ought not by the law 
of England to be put to the rack, for no ſuch pu- 
nſpment is known or allowed by our laau; 
however, Felton himſelf, after he had been 
in priſon ſome time, became ſo full of re- 
morſe, that upon his trial at the King's Bench 
bar, he earneſtly beſought the judges, that 
while he was yet alive, his hand might be 
ſtruck off with which he had committed the 
impious act; and before and at his death he 
behaved like a man truly ſenſible of his enor- 
mous crime. | | 


There is a remarkable ſtory told by lord 
Clarendon, concerning ſome previous inti- 
mations which the Jokes received of his un- 
timely death, by means of an apparition, 
which was this : There was, ſays he, an of- 
ficer in the king's wardrobe in Windſor caſtle, 
of a good reputation for honeſty and diſcre- 


tion, and then about the age of fifty years 


or more. This man had, in his youth, been 
bred in a ſchool, in the pariſh where Sir 
George Villars the father of the duke lived; 
and had been much cheriſhed and obliged, in 
that ſeaſon of his age, by the ſaid Sir George, 
whom aſterwards be never ſaw. About ſux 


months before the miſerable end of the dukeſ1 


of Buckingham, about midnight, this man, 
being in his bed, at Windſor where his office 
od Was, 


ors 
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was, and in a good ſtate of health, there ap- 
peared to him on the fide of his bed, a man. 
of a very venerable aſpect, who drew the 
curtains of his bed, and, fixing his eyes upon 
him, aſked him, if he knew him. 'The poor 
man half dead with fear and apprehenſion, 
being aſked the ſecond time, Whether he re- 
membered him ? and having in that time 
called to his memory the preſence of Sir 
George Villars, and the very cloaths he uſed 
to wear, in which at that time he ſeemed to 
be habited, he anſwe: ed him, that he thought 
him to be that perſon. He replied, he was 
in the right; that he was the ſame, and 
that he expected a ſervice from him; which 
was, that he ſhould go from him to his 
ſon the duke of Buckingham, and tell him, 
if he did not ſomewhat to ingratiate him- 
ſelf to the people, or, at leaſt, to abate 
the extreme malice they had againſt him, 
he would be ſuffered to live but a ſliort 
time.“ Aſter this diſcourſe he diſappeared ; 
and the poor man, if he had been at all wak- 
ng, ſlept very well till morning, when he 


e SirſÞclieved all this to be a dream, and conſi- 
ived ;Þered it no otherwiſe. | 
ed, in] The next night, or ſhortly after, the ſame 
eorge, perſon appeared to him again in the ſame 
ut fixplace, and about the ſame time of the night, 
| dukeſÞith an aſpect a little more ſevere than be- 
man, ſore; and asked him, Whether he had done 
; officeſs he had required him? and perceiving he 
Was,; iz had 
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had not, gave him very ſevere reprehenſions 
and told him, he expected more compliance 
from him; and that if he did not perform 
© his commands, he ſhould enjoy no peace 
of mind, but ſhould be always purſued by 
him.“ Upon which, he promiſed to obey 
him. But the next morning waking out ofa 
good ſleep, tho' he was exceedingly per- 
plexed with the lively repreſentation cf all 
articulars to his memory, he was willing 
ſill to perſuade himſelf that he had only 
dreamed; and conſidered, that he was a per. 
ſon at ſuch a diſtance from the duke, that he 
knew not how to find admiſſion to his pre. 
ſence ; much leſs had any hope to be be. 
lieved in what he ſhould ſay. So with great 
trouble and unquietneſs, he ſpent ſome time 
in thinking what he ſhould do; and in the 
end reſolved to do nothing in the matter. 
The ſame perſon appeared to him the third 
time with a terrible countenance, and bitterly 


reproached him for not performing what he 


had promiſed to do. The poor man had b 
this time recovered the courage to tell him 
That in truth he had deferred the execu 
© tion of his commands, upon confidering 
* how difficult a thing it would be for him tc 
get any acceſs to the duke, having ac 

© quaintance with no perſon about him; ani 
s if he could obtain admiſſion to him, be 
© ſhould never be able to perſuade him, tha 


* he was ſent in ſuch a manner; but hi 


© ſhould 
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* ſhould, at beſt, be thought to be mad, or 
© to be ſet on and employed by his own, or 
© the malice of other men, to abuſe the 
duke; and ſo he would be ſure to be un- 
* done.” The perſon reply'd, as he had 
done before, © That he ſhould never find reſt 
* till he ſhould perform what he required; 
and therefore he were better to diſpatch it; 


© that the acceſs to his ſon was known to be 


very ealy ; and that few men waited long 
for him; and for the gaining him credit, he 


= * would tell him two or three particulars, 


which he charged him never to mention to 


any perſon living, but to the duke himſelf; 
and he ſhould no ſooner hear them, but he 


would believe all the reſt he ſhould ſay.” 
And fo repeating his threats he left him. 

In the morning, the poor man, more con- 
firmed by the laſt appearance, made his jour- 
ney to London, where the court then was. 
He was very well known to Sir Ralph Free- 


man, one of the maſters of requeſts, who had 


married a lady nearly allied to the duke, and 
was himſelf well received by him. To him 
this man went ; and though he did not ac- 


oF quaint him with all particulars, he ſaid e- 


nough to him to let him ſee there was ſome- 
thing extraordinary init ; and the knowledge 
he had of the ſobriety and diſcretion of the 


man, made the more impreſſion in him. He 
ll defired, that, by his means he might be 
Iorought to the duke; to ſuch a place, and 


in 
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had not, gave him very ſevere reprehenſion;l 
and told him, he expected more compliant 
« from him; and that if he did not perfornlf 
© his commands, he ſhould enjoy no pearl 
* of mind, but ſhould be always purſued bl 
him.“ Upon which, he promiſed to ole 
him, But the next morning waking out of: 
good ſleep, tho' he was exceedingly pen 2 
plexed with the lively repreſentation cf lM 
1 to his memory, he was willing 
till to perſuade himſelf that he had oj 4 
dreamed; and conſidered, that he was a peri 
ſon at ſuch a diſtance from the duke, that þ , 
knew not how to find admiſſion to his Wo 
ſence ; much leſs had any hope to be bl 5 
 lieved in what he ſhould lay. So with Bre 
trouble and unquietneſs, he ſpent ſome ting 
in thinking what he ſhould do; and in ti 
end reſolved to do nothing in the matter. 1 
The {ame perſon appeared to him the thi 
time with a terrible countenance, and bitteiſ 
reproached him tor not performing what N 
had promiſed to do. The poor man had bi 
this time recovered the courage to tell hin 
* That in truth he had deferred the exe 
tion of his commands, upon conſidering 
© how difficult a thing it would be for him i 
get any acceſs to the duke, having a 
* quaintance with no perſon about him ; al 
* if he could obtain admiſſion to him, | 
* ſhould never be able to periuade him, th 


f he was ſent in ſuch a manner; but IK 
- © ſhould 
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* ſhould, at beſt, be thought to be mad, or 
© to be ſet on and employed by his own, or 
the malice of other men, to abuſe the 
* duke; and ſo he would be ſure to be un- 
done.“ The perſon reply'd, as he had 
done before, That he ſhould never find reſt 
« till he ſhould perform what he required; 
e and therefore he were better to diſpatch it; 
(chat the acceſs to his ſon was known to be 
ling very eaſy; and that few men waited long 
on for him; and for the gaining him credit, he 
would tell him two or three particulars, 
which he charged him never to mention to 
any perſon living, but to the duke himſelf; 
befand he ſhould no ſooner hear them, but he 
oreJ< would believe all the reſt he ſhould ſay.” 
ting And ſo repeating his threats he left him, 
muh In the morning, the poor man, more con- 
r. firmed by the laſt appearance, made his jour- 
thugzney to London, where the court then was. 
tei Re was very well known to Sir Ralph Free- 
at man, one of the maſters of requeſts, who had 
ad married a lady nearly allied to the duke, and 
bini was himſelf well received by him. To him 
xcvMthis man went; and though he did not ac- 
er quaint him with all particulars, he ſaid e- 
11m rough to him to let him ſee there was ſome— 
ig thing extraordinary in it; and the knowledge 
; We had of the ſobriety and diſcretion of the 
m, man, made the more impreſſion in him. He 
„ thichdefired, that, by his means he might be 


but Mbrought to the duke; to ſuch a place, and 
houli F in 
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ſuch a manner, as ſhould be thought fit ; af. 


firming, that he had much to ſay to him, and 
of ſuch a nature as would require privacy, i 
and ſome time and patience in the hearing, 
Sir Ralph promiſed, he would ſpeak firſt to 
the duke of him, and then he ſhould under. 
ſtand his pleaſure. And accordingly, the 
firſt opportunity, he did inform the duke of 
the reputation and honeſty of the man, and 
then what he deſired, and all he knew of the 
matter. The duke, according to his uſual 
condeſcention, told him, that he was the next 
day early to hunt with the king; that hi 


horſes ſhould attend him at Lambeth-Bridge, 


where he would land by five of the clock in 5 


the morning; ard if the man attended him 


there at that hour, he would walk, and ſpeak 


with him, as long as ſhould be neceſlary. 
Sir Ralph carried the man with him next 
morning, and preſented him to the duke at 
his landing. who received him courteoully; 


and walked afide in conference with him near 


an hour, none but his own ſervants being 


then on the place; and they and Sir Ralph 
at ſuch a diſtance, that they could not hear 2 


word, tho' the duke ſometimes ſpoke with 
great commotion ; which Sir Ralph the more 
_ eaſily obſcrved, becauſe he kept his eyes al. 
ways fixed upon him: and the man told hin 


in his return over the water, That when he 


mentioned thoſe particulars which were t0 


gain him credit, the ſubſtance — he 
| | 7 ald 
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ſaid he durſt not impart to him, the duke's 
« colour changed, and he {wore he could 
come to that knowledge only by the devil; 
« for that thoſe particulars were known but to 


* himſelf, and to one perſon more, who, he 


«© was ſure, would never ſpeak of 'em. 


This ſtory, which Clarendon has intro- 


duced with much ſolemnity, is the more re- 
markable, as, ever after, the duke appeared 
abroad with omens of misfortune in his coun- 
tenance ; his unſteady motions, his dark ex- 


reſſions, his earneſtly recommending his wife 


and children to be remembered by biſho 

Laud to his royal maſter ; his frequent ſoli- 
tary interviews with his mother, and his re- 
flections upon the tender ties of nature, and 
the endearments of life which he was to leave 


behind him, amount to more than a bare pre- 


ſumption that from the moment he was made 
acquainted with the errand of his deceaſed fa- 
ther, he became ſtrongly poſſeſt with the ap- 
prehenſions of his approaching fate. 


Tho' we are far from recommending the 


Y belief of all ſuch ſtories as theſe to our young 


readers, yet there are ſome ſo ſtrongly at- 


teſted, that it is impotſible to withold our aſ- 

lent to the truth of them; among which we 

mult include the following, which ſtands upon 

the ſtrongeſt degree of evidence that can be 

—_— and moſt of the witneſſes are ſtill 
ive. 
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One Mr. Woodmanſon, while apprentice 
to a ſhopkeeper at Goſport that lived over. 
againſt his father's houſe, boarded at his fa. 
ther's ; and on the 23d of Auguſt, 1736, at 
noon, as he was ſtanding at his maſter's door, 
with his miſtreſs and maid-ſervant and one 
Mr. Bloxham, then rider to Mr. Oakes and 
Company, but now a haberdaſher in Cateaton- 
ſtreet, heard his father's voice call CHarli, 
as he was wont to do at dinner-time. He 
anſwered, Coming, Sir; but being engaged in 
buſineſs, he ſtaid about four minutes, when 
he heard the voice a ſecond time call Charts; 
the maid heard it then, and anſwered for 
him; and he ſtaid to finiſh what he had in 
hand. He then ſaw the door open, heard 
his father call a third time in a ſtrong, em. 
PD, angry tone, and ſhutting the door We 

he heard its found : both the miſtreſs and the 
maid heard this laſt call; on which the mi- 
ſtreſs puſhed him out of the ſhop, with, Sirrabh, 
get you gone, your father is quite angry at yur 
ay. He ran over, lifted up the latch, but! 
found the doorlock'd. Then going in at the 
back gate, ſaw his mother-in-law, who tod] 
him his father was not come home, nor would 
dine at home that day. His ſurpriſe was 
great, his hair ſtood on end, and he went 
ack to the company, whoſe conſternation 
on hearing the fact, was as great as his owl. i 
The maid told him it was a fign of death, 
and he would not live long ; which = 
uc 
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Z Biddeford, then ſtation'd at Leith) that died 


there that ſame day, and about the ſame 
| hour, | 


fort againſt Oliver to regain the crown, and 
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ſuch an impreſſion upon him, that from a lad 
of rais'd ſpirits and extreme vivacity, he be- 
come grave and ſerious, thought of nothing 
but his approaching end, and held himſelf in 
conſtant preparation for the period he ex- 
pected. What is very remarkable, he had 
an only uncle, (who was governor of the 


[This gentleman, who is now in Carolina, 
ſtill continues the ſame ſerious turn of mind, 
and his veracity is unqueſtionable. ] 


In 1651, king Charles IT. made his laſt ef- 


aſſembling forces in the north, advanced 
weſtward into England, where he thought he 
could command the moſt friends; but Oliver 
intercepting his progreſs at Worceſter, drew 
on an engagement, which, as has been hinted 
already, proved decifive againſt the king. 
The very night after this battle was fought, 
Sir Chriſtopher Wren, being at his father's 
houſe at Knoyle in Wiltſhire, dreamt that he 
law a fight in a great market-place, which 
he knew not, where ſome were flying and o- 
thers purſuing ; and among thoſe that fled, 
he thought he ſaw a kinſman of his, who 
went into Scotland to join the king's army. 
i he next night this kinſman came to Knoyle, 
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and was the firſt that brought the news of the 
fight at Worceſter. — — 


A. = = 


There is another remarkable ſtory of thi 
kind related of the ſame Sir Chriſtopher Wren, 
who being choſen ſurveyor of the royal 
works to king Charles II. ſoon after his re. 
ſtoration, and being called upon to prepare: 
plan for the reparation only of St. Paul's ca. 
thedral, which he was afterwards employei | 
to rebuild ; before he would raſhly ventur Ml 
to expoſe his judgment upon paper in a mat. 
ter of {nach importance, in which the grea 
Mr. Inigo Jones had been engaged befor: Wil 
bim, thought it prudent to take a ſurvey oi 
the works of the beſt maſters abroad, and ac. 
cordingly, obtained his majeſty's leave to 
travel for a few months. While he was a 
Paris, he was taken ill with a feveriſh dil 
order, made but littie water, and had a pain 
in his reins; he ſent for a phyſician who ad- 
viſed him to be blooded, and ordered hin 
ſome proper medicines for a pleuretic fever, 
with which the phyſician thought him dar- 
gerouſly attack'd ; but having an averſion to 
bleeding, he put off that operation for a day 
longer, and in the night dreaming that be 
was in a place where palm-trecs grew, and 
that a woman in a romantic habit reached 
him dates; tho' he found himſelf much worte 
in the morning, yet he ſent for dates, atid 
eating plentifully of them, from the verj 

momem 
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moment they entered his ſtomach he thought 
himſelf better, and without any other me- 
dicine ſpeedily recovered. 


Another ſtory of this kind, I ſhall beg leave 
to relate, and then change the ſubje&t. In 
March, 1736, a young woman at Briftol be- 
ing taken ill of the ſmall-pox, her mother 


. L attended her during her illneſs: her father 
was a clergyman, more than twenty miles 
from the city. One night, her ſiſter, who 


was at her father's, being in bed, heard the 


her daughter. This much ſurpriſed her, 
knowing that her mother was then as far off as 
Briſtol. When ſhe aroſe in the morning, her 
father ſeeing her look much concern'd, aſked 
her what was the matter with her? She re- 
if. BS ply'd, I believe my ſiſter Molly is dead; for 
this night I heard the voice of my mother 
lamenting her death. Says the father, I 
heard the ſame myſelf, and her voice ſeemed 
to me to be in my ſtudy. Soon after, the ſame 
morning, came a meſſenger with tidings of 
her death. The deceaſed was brought to her 
ay father's to be buried, and after the funeral. 


be her mother relating the manner of her daugh- 
and BY ter's illneſs, and that as ſoon as her daughter 
hed Bl was dead, ſhe being weary with watching, 
'orie By and tired for want of ſleep, lay down in her 
and cloaths, and dreamed that ſhe was with them 
very telling her grief for the loſs of her daughter. 


This 


voice of her mother lamenting the death of 
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This ſurprized them; and aſking the time, i | 
appeared to be much the ſame in which they 
heard her voice. | | 


Biſhop Ruthal, who in the reign of Henry 5 
VIII. by his great learning and abilities did 
honour to the ſee of Durham, being com. 


manded to write down a true ſtate of the £ f. 
kingdom in general for his majeſty's private 


information, took great pains in the per. b 
formance, and having fairly tranſcribed i, Wt g 
cauſed the book to be bound in vellum, gil, d 
and variouſly ornamented ; and, at the ſame « 
time, having taken an account of lis ou 
private eſtate, with an inventory of his jew. b 
els, plate, and money, he cauſed that like.! 
wiſe to be bound and ornamented exaQtly t 
like the other, and laid them both carefully r 
in his cloſet together. It ſo fell out, how. 
ever, that the king, upon ſome occaſion, ſent f 
cardinal Wolſey in haſte for the national t 
tract, which he had ſo long expected from Wl 1 
Ruthal, but Wolſey received by miſtake, the Bi | 
book which contained the ſchedule of the bi- 
ſhop's own wealth. This the cardinal ſoon WF 1 
perceived, but being willing to do Ruthal, to WM | 
whom he had no liking, a ſhrewd turn, he 
delivered the book to the king juſt as he fe. 
ceived it, telling his majeſty, that now if he 
wanted money, that book would inform bin 
where he might command a million; for {0 

much did the biſhop's inventory amount f 


calling her huſband into the adjoining rocm, 
began to expoſtulate the matter ſharply with 
him, how he could be ſo provoking to aſk 
the gentleman to dine, when he knew ſhe was 
& utterly unprovided, The good man endea- 
voured to pacify her, by laying, it was his 
fellow-collegian, and he could do no leſs 
than aſk him to dine, and therefore prayed 
her to compoſe her paſſion, and haſten to 
provide ſomething elegant, for that there was 


I than the friend that was now come to ſee 
made it worſe ; the lady ſaid ſhe had already 


| got a leg of mutton, and if he would be ſo 


| for ſhe would be put out of her way for none 
of 'em.=The doctor was now provoked be- 


touched him ſo near, that he died ſhortly 
Caſter. 


Eat Caverſham in Oxfordihire, and having oc- 
caſion to come to London upon particular af- 
fairs, he took that opportunity to pay a morn- 
ing viſit to his old friend Dr. Waterland, who 
being overjoy'd to ſee him, preſſed him to 
ſtay dinner, which he at length conſented to 
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As ſoon as the biſhop underſtood his error, it 


Some time before his death Dr South reſided 


do; but the doQor's lady, who was a noted 
economiſt, was greatly troubled at it, and 
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not a man in the world he reſpected more 


him — This inſtead of mending the matter 


ſilly to invite his friends upon ſuch occaſions, 
they ſhould take what ſhe had to give them, 
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yond all patience, and proteſted, that if it 
were not for the ſtranger then in the houſe, 
he would beat her. Dr. South, who had 
heard the whole dialogue, and was not a little 
diverted, inſtantly took up the diſcourſe, and 


ſaid, with his uſual humour, in a voice loud 


enough to be heard, Dear doctor, as we have 
been friends ſo long, I beſeech you not to make a 
ranger of me upon this occaſion.— The lady, 
aſhamed of the diſcovery, retired, and ap- 
peared no more that day, but ordered a hand. 
ſome dinner to be ſent up, and left the two 
doctors to enjoy themſelves peaceably, to 
their mutual ſatisfaction. 


Le Sac, a famous French dancing-maſter, 
in the reign of queen Anne, in great admira- 
tion aſk'd a friend, whether it were true that 
Mr. Harley, afterwards earl of Oxford, was 
made an earl and lord-treaſurer ? and finding 
it confirm'd, ſaid, Well, I wonder what the 
devil the queen could ſec in him; for I attended 
him two years, and he was the greateſt dunci 
that ever 1 taught. 


In the memoirs of the family of Orrery, 
there is this remarkable ſtory ; that one time 
when lord Broghill was riding, with Crom- 
well on one ſide of him, and [reton on the 
other, at the head of their army in Ireland, 
they fell into diſcourſe about the death of 
Charles I. Cromwell declared, that * 

ing 
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R king had followed his own mind and had had 


e truſty ſervants about him, he had fool'd them 
d all ; and added, that once they had a mind 
io lave cloſed with him, but upon ſomething 
1 that happened, they fell off from that de- 


fign. Lord Broghill aſk'd the reaſon. We 
found, replied he, that the Scots and the 
| Preſbyterians began to be more powerful than 
we, and if they made up matters with the 
king, we ſhould have been left iy the lurch; 
therefore we thought it beſt to prevent them, 


conditions. But while we were buſied in 
theſe thoughts, there came a letter from one 
of our ſpies, who was of the king's bed- 
chamber, which acquainted us, that on that 
day our final doom was decreed ; that he 


might find it out if we could intercept a letter 
from the king to the queen; which letter he 
faid was ſewed up in the ſkirt of a ſaddle, and 
the bearer of it would come with the ſaddle 
on his head, about two o* clock that night, to 
the Blue-Boar-Inn in Holborn, for there he 
was to take horſe and go to Dover with it, 
his meſſenger knew nothing of the letter in 
me the ſaddle, = ſome perſons in Dover did, 


re We were at Windſor when we received this 
. advice, and immediately Ireton and 1 re- 
i ſolved to take one truſty fellow with us, and 
ne in troopers habits to go to the inn in Hol- 
* born, which we accordingly did, and ſet our 


man 
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man at the gate of the inn, where the wicket ter 
only was open to let people in and out. Our WW w: 
man was to give us notice when any perſon W 
came there with a ſaddle, while we, in the MM 
diſguiſe of common troopers, called for canns Or 
of beer and continued drinking till about ten thi 
at night, when our centinel gave notice, that in; 
the man with the ſaddle was come in. Upon Wt en 
this we immediately roſe, and as the man was ta: 
leading out his horſe ſaddled, came up to 
him with drawn ſwords, and told him ve! an 
were to ſearch all that went in and out there, MW co! 
but as he looked like an honeſt man we would 
only ſearch his ſaddle, Upon that we un 
girt the ſaddle, and carried it into the hall 
where we had been drinking, leaving the 
horſeman with our centinel; then ripping up 
one of the ſkirts of the laddle, we there found 
the letter, and having got it into our hands, 
we delivered the ſaddle to the man, telling 
him he was an honeſt man, and he might go 
about his buſineſs. The man not knowing 
what had been done, went away to Dover. 
As ſoon as we had read the letter, we found gr: 
the king had acquaintcd the queen, that he Ji bat 
was now courted by both the factions, the ch 
Scotch-preſbyterian and the army, ard which IM chi 
bid faireft for him ſhould have him; but he kit 
thought to cloſe with the Scots ſoorer chan I pla 
the other. Upon this, added Cromwell, ve 10: 
took horſe and went to Windſor, and finding for 
we were not likely to have any tolerable; der 
terms 
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terms from the king, we from that time for- 
ward reſolved his ruin. 


[This lord Broghill was the firſt earl of 


Orrery, ſo created by king Charles II. for 


the ſhare he had in the reſtoration; tho' dur- 


ing Cromwell's adminiſtration he had been 
employ'd by that uſurper, and ſerved him 
| faithfully in Ireland and Scotland. 


Ireton was brother-in-law to Cromwell, 


and the principal officer in whom he moſt 
| confided, ] T | 


At Domfront in Normandy, the curate, 


by virtue of an old cuſtom, obliges the peo- 
ple to pay their chriſtening and burial fees 
boch together. The people have indeed fre- 
| quently complained, but always received for 
| anſwer, that what perſons of his cloth did, 
was not for the laity to find fault with; they 
| therefore thought proper to complain to the 
| archbiſhop of Rouen ; and when the curate 
| appear'd, he owned the fact, but deſired his 
grace to hear his reaſons : he had been cu- 
rate of that pariſh, me ſaid, ſeven years; had 
| chiiſten'd one year with another a hundred 
children; and, ſtrange ! not buried one. At 
| firſt, he had rejoiced in his good fortune to be 


placed in an air ſo healthy; but one day, 
looking into the regiſter-book, he found out, 
for a hundred years back near the ſame num- 
ber had been yearly baptized, and not one 

| above 
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above five years old buried, and ſtill the num. 
ber of communicants as few noi as they were 
then. This, tho' ſeemingly a myitery, upon 
enquiry he had found the true cauie of; for all 
that are born at Vomſront, ſaid ne, are hang' 
at Rouen; and ] therefore was neceſſitated tg 


do this to keep my pariſhioners from cheating 
me. The biſhop demanded the truth of this, 
and upon being anſwer'd, that too many off 


them came to that untimely end at Rouen; 


he approved of what the curate had done, and 


cauſed his ſecretary, i perpetuam rei meme. 
riam, to make an act of it, which the curate 
carried home, and the parith ſubmitted, and 
have found much benefit, the number of na. 
tural deaths there increaſing yearly. 


We find the following ſtrange ſtory related ; 


by Voltaire. Some months after the deati 


of cardinal Mazarin, an event happened, ſay 


he, of a molt extraordinary nature: A gen. 
tleman unknown was in the moſt ſecret man- 
ner carried priſoner to the caſtle of St. Mar 
garet, on the coaſt of Provence. His ſtature 
was above the common, and of « noble ant 
beautiful preſence. This priſoner was dur 
ing the whole journey in a maſk, which hac 
the chin- piece ſo contrived with ſteel ſprings 
that he could eat and drink without pulling 
it off; and his keepers had orders to Kill hu 
if he ever unmaſk'd. He remained in tha 
land until an officer of great truſt, 111 
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St, Mars, was made governor of the Baſtile 
in 1690, who went to bring him from St. 
Margaret's, and conducted him to the Baſtile 
en maſked as before. Before his removal 
[8 from that iſland, the marquis of Louvois 
went thither to ſee him, and treated him with 
8 ſuch reſpect that he did not offer to fit down 
in his preſence. He was lodged in the beſt 
apartment in the Baſtile ; and nothing was 
@ refuſed him that he pleaſed to call for. His 
ji taſte turned chiefly upon having linen and 
laces of the fineſt kind, and he was enter- 
tained in the grandeſt manner, the governor 
| ſeldom fitting down with him. An old phy- 
ſician belonging to the Baſtile declared, that 
he had never ſeen his face, tho' he had often 
examined his tongue, and other parts of his 
body; that he was extremely well made, his 
kin a little upon the brown, and ſuch a tone 
| of voice as intereſted every body in his fa- 
| vour; but that he never complained of his 
condition, or allowed any one to ſee who he 
was. This unknown gentleman died in 1704, 
and was buried in the night in St. Paul's 
churchyard ; but what is moſt extraordinary, 
no man of any figure in Europe diſappeared 
when this gentleman was ſent to the caſtle of 
St. Margaret. M. Chamillard was the laſt 
miniſter entruſted with this ſurpriſing ſecret ; 
and his ſon-in-law, marſhal de Fuillade, the 
ſecond of the name, has told me, that when 
his father Was upon his death-bed, he had 
„ upon 
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upon his knees begg'd of him to inform him, 
who this gentleman was, who was never 
known by any other name than that of zz 
man with the iron maſk ? but his anſwer was, 
that it was a ſecret of ſtate which he bad 
ſworn never to reveal. 


We may throw ſome light on this dak 
ſtory of Voltaire's, by another. : 
an old report that Lewis XIV, was not the 
ſon of his reputed father, as his queen had 
lived with him twenty years without a child, 
inſomuch that when it was reported at court 
that the queen was pregnant, the duke of 
Orleans, who was next heir to the crown, 
and who well knew his brother's impotency, 
could never be brought to believe it; and 
when the queen was brought to bed, inſiſted 
on being preſent at the delivery, left they 
ſhould play a warming-pan trick upon him; | 
but being aſked afterwards by cardinal Rich. 
lieu, what he thought of it then? anſwered 
with a ſneer,the queen had brought forth a ſon 
ſure enough, but either the devil or the priet 
muſt have put him in. : 


It has been ; 


To illuſtrate this ſtory ſtill farther, it mul 
be obſcrved that the intereſt of Richelieu ard 
Orleans at that time claſh'd ; they were rival 
for power, and it was the whole bent of ti: 
duke's ambition to effect the cardinals dil 
grace, which he moſt certainly would h 
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accompliſh'd had Lewis XIII died without 

iſſue. To prevent this, the cardinal, 'tis 
thought, procured a perſon of ſome diftinc- 
tion and great perſonal endowments, to hold 
commerce with the queen, by which two 
chi!dren ſoon appeared, the oldeſt of whom 
was Lewis le Grand. When this ſcheme was 


effected, there was no more cccaſion for em- 


ploying this perſonage in his former office; 
but as he had been privy to one of the bold- 
eſt attempts in hiſtory, his preſence at court 
was dangerous; and therefore it was good 
policy to remove him. Whether this was 
Voltaire's man with the iron maj, or not, 
perhaps may never be certainly known ; but 
that Lewis XIV. was a baſtard, was well 
known in France, a pamphlet having been 
publiſhed there in the beginning of queen 
Anne's reign, entitled, 7/e grund Pretenders 
protecting the little oe. Which was burnt by 
the common execut! oner, and the author 
of it forced to gon the kingdom of France 
tor ever.] | 


This ſtory is related after another manner 
by an anonymous author, who fays, this un. 
known perſon was the duke de Vermandois, 
natural lon of Lewis XIV. by a woman of 
great beauty but mean birth, whom he loved 
to diſtraction, and cauſed the young prince 
her ſon to be educated with all imaginable 


care; he was handſome, well- made, full of 
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6 ANECDOTES: . 


vivacity, but haughty and paſſionate, and 
could not bear to pay the dauphin, the oniy 
legitimate ſon of Lewis XIV. the reſpect due 


to a prince born to be his king. Theſe tuo 
young princes, near the ſame age, were of 
very oppoſite characters. The dauphin, pol- 


ſeſſed of the fame perſonal advantages as the 
duke, excell'd him by his mildneſs, his afta- 
bil:ty, and a h-art full of goodneſs and gene- 
rolicy. Theſe qualities, as eſtimable as un- 
common in a prince born to hereditary power, 
rendered the dauplin the object of the duke's 
contempt, Who milled no occaſion of exprel- 
ſing h concern for the French nation, deſtind 
one Cay to bey a Prince without ſpirit, and 
un wort ey o rule. The king was informed 
of this beharloar of the duke, and faw how 


U 


b'amable it was, but authority yielding to 


parentab altection deprived him of the power 
to correct his ſayvourice ſon. The duke en- 


coursged by this indulgence, ſo far forgot 


himielf as one day to give the dauphin 32 


blow. thc king was preſently acquainted 
with it, and trembled for the criminal 
Whatever inclination he had to giſſemb'e thi 
affront, the dignity of the crown and the diſ-W 


turbance it made : court, got the better of 
his tenderueſs. He elemnled, not without 


reluctance, his favourite miniſters, to whom 
he ſeloſed his concern, and demanded their 
advice. In proportion to the enormity of the 
crime, and according to the maxims of Kate, 

| | the! 
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chey all judged it merited death. However, 
one of the council, more ſenſible of the king's 
eaffliction than the reſt, ſaid, there was a way 
odo puniſh the duke without taking his life. 
He propoſed, that the king ſhould immediately 
- ſend him to the army, then on the frontiers 
of Flanders; that ſoon after his arrival there 
it ſhould be given out he was ſeized with the 
# plague, to prevent his being viſited by per- 
# ſons of diſtinCtion ; that after a few days pre- 
tended illneſs, it ſhould be reported he was 
dead; and that while in the fight of the army 
his funeral ceremonies were performed in a 
manner worthy of his birth, he ſhould by 
night be ſecretly conveyed to the iſland of St. 
# Margaret's, where he ſhould be impriſoned 
for life. This advice was approved by the 
king. Faithful perſons were entruſted with 
the execution of it. The duke ſet out for 
the army with a ſplendid equipage ; the reſt 
of the ſcheme was executed as laid down; 
and while the camp bewailed the imagired 
death of this unhappy prince, he was con- 
ducted through by-ways to the caſtle of St. 
Margaret, and pu: into the hands of the go- 
gvernor, who had before-hand received orders 
from the king to ſuffer his priſoner to be ſeen 
Iby no other perſon whatever. The duke 
was allowed one ſingle: domeſtic, who was in 
the ſecret ; but he dying on the road, the 
guard disfigured him with their ſabres to pre- 
vent his deigg known, and leaving him ſtrip- 
ped 
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ped for the ſame reaſon, continued their jour- 


ney. The governor received and treated his 


priſoner with the greateſt reſpect. He ſerved 
him in perſon, receiving whatever he wanted 


from the ſervants, at the door of the duke's 


apartment, without ſuffering any of them to 
enter, ſo that he remained inviſible to all a- 
bout him. One day, however, he bethought 
himſelf of graving his name on the back of a 
plate with the point of his knife ; the ſervant 
who diſcovered this, brought it to his maſter 
in hopes of a reward; but the unhappy 
wretch was killed on the ſpat that the fecret 
might die wita him. "The duke remained for 
ſome years in this priſon, till the governor 
being advanced to the government of the 
Baſtile at Paris, it was thought proper to 
transfer with him his illuſtrious priloner, 
Both at St. Marparct's and the Baſtile, when— 
ever on account of ſickneſs, or any other be- 
caſion, they were obliged to let the duke be 
ſeen, he was conſtrained to wear a mak. 
Several perſons worthy of credit affirm they 
have ſcen bim thus. If it be queried, why 
the duke having ſo long outlived both the 
King and the dauphin, he was not enlarged, 
it muſt be conſider'd, as impoſuble to rellor 
to his rank, dipnity or'eſtate, a piince who! 
tomb exiſted, and of whoſe obſequies ſo mum 
then living were witneſſes, as well as prools 
in writing 3 ; ſo that it would have been icarce 
poilibie to undeceive the people, who to thi 
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hour believe he died of the plague in the 
camp in Flanders. 


MrThomas Fuller, a man admired for his wit, 
but whole great fault was, that he would ra- 
ther loſe his friend than his Jeſt, having made 
ſome verſes upon a ſcolding wife, Dr, Couſins, 
his patron and benefactor, hearing them re- 
peated, deſired Mr. Fuller to oblige him with 
a copy of them ; to whom he very impru- 
dently, tho' wittily reply'd, Tis needleſs to give 
you the copy, for you have the original. — This 
gave the doctor ſuch offence that he inſtantly 
withdrew his patronage, and ever after was 
his enemy. 


King Charles I. being at Oxford during 
the civil wars, went one day to ſce tue pub- 
lic library, where he was ſhew'd, among 0- 
ther books, a Virgil nobly printed, ana ex- 
quiſiteſy bound The lo d Falkland, to di- 
vert the king, would have his majetty make 
a trial of his fortun, by the Sores /irothang, 
which every boy knows was an uiual kind 
of divination ſome ages pait ; whereupon the 
king opening the book, the pailage that firſt 
preſ- nted Was: 44 bello aud-cis, &. An. I. 4. 


Yet plagu'd with war by a bold nation rais'd; 
Bauiſo'd his country; raw: d from th" embr ace 
Of lav'd Inius ; let him beg for aid; 

And ſee the barb"rous murder f his friends ; 

At lajt, on hard conditions forc'd to Jac 
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For pence ; his hingdom let him ne er crijty; 
Nor arijſod for I gh; but fall before his time; 
And lie unvury'd on the common ſand. 


It is ſaid, the king ſeemed concern'd at this 
accident; and that the lord Falkland ob- 
ſerving it, would likewiſe try his own fortune 
in the ſam? manner, hoping he might fall 
upon ſome paſſage that could have no rela- 
tion to his caſe, and thereby divert the king's 
thought, from any impreſſion the other might 
have upon bim; but the place that lord Falk. 
land ſtumbled upon was as much ſuited to his 
deſtiny, as tne other had been to the king's ; 
being the expreſſions of Evander upon the 
untimely death of his ſon Pallas, Non hec, 0 
Pallas, dederas, &c. An. lib. 11. 


But ati, O Pallis, was thy promiſe giv'n 
To thy 4. phy firs hat with reſerve 
Ard canli, thou wwou'dſe truſt the bloody field? 
For ! wel! new in the firſt feats of arm, 
Ho © much y u-; glory and fewret fame would di. 
O lire fr fruits of war, ill fated youth 
Mournful Leginrangs ! and my f ray'rs and vVowi 
Unhe.r.' by all the powers atrvine ! —— 

[Lord Falkland was ſecretary of ſtate to the 


king, and charging in the foremoſt ranks of? 


8 
lord Pyroa's horſe, at the firſt battle of New- 


berry, was unforturately ſlain, in the 34th 
year of his age. The uſual method of trying 


one's fate by the Sortes Virgilianæ, or the Vir. 


gilian Prophecy, was opening his book at a 
= | yenture 
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venture, and examining the paſſage that firſt 
came to ſight.] 


ö Some years ago, at Mr. James Greenfield's 
in Maryland, was obſerved a moit ſurpriſing 
e {ympathy between a cat and a rat, which is 
1 WW thus accounted for: the cat had young ones, 


- W and frequently carried them mice and other 
animals its prey, and among the teil, a young 
trat; the kittens not being hungry played with 
- WW it, and when the cat came to give ſuck to the 
1s kittens, the rat likewiie {ucked her. This 


was obſerved by ſome of the fervai:ts, and 
they informed their maſter of it; who had 
the kittens and rat brought down ftairs and 
put together on the floor, and the cat W. o- 
C ſerved to carry away the young rat a+ ten- 
derly as ſhe did either of her young ones. 
7: This experiment was repeated as often as 

any company came to the houſe, till numbers 
%. were eye-witneſſes of this preternatural ſym- 


8 pathy. | 

oa ; 
DeanSwift, whoſe character is well known, 
h having dined one day at a lord-mayor's feaft 
45 a in Dublin, was teized by an opulent, boiller- 
5 © Wous, half-intoxicated ſquire, who happencd 
on to ſit next to him: he bore the aukward rail- 
34 lery for ſome time, and then on a ſudden 
called out in a loud voice to the mayor, My 


lord, here is one of your bears at my ſhoulder, I 
defirs you will order him to be taken off. 
Another 
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Another ſtory of this humourous divine is 
as follows: During the government of Berk- 
ley and Gallway, who were jointly lords. 
Juſtices of Ireland, two livings, Larcor and 
Ratbbeggan, were beſtowed upon Mr. Swift, 


and as {oon as he had taken poſſeſſion of them 


he went to reſide at Larcor, and gave public 
notice to his parithoners, that he would read 
prayer> every Wedneſday and Friday. Upon 
the ſubſcq. ent Wedneſday the bell was rung, 
and the rector attended in his deſk, when af. 
ter having fat ſome time, and finding the con- 
gregation to conſiſt only of himſelf and his 
clerk Roger, he began with great compoſure 
and gravity, bat with a turn peculiar to him. 
ſelf, Dearly beloved Roger, the ſcripture mov— 
eth you aud me in ſundry places. And then pro: 
ceeded regularly through the whole ſervice. 


A very conſiderable living falling in the 


gift of the late lord-chancellor Talbot, who 


was a man of a noble and generous ſpirit, vir 
Robert Walpole took the freedom to recom- 
mend to his lordſhip's notice a friend of hi 
whom he withed to oblice. His Jordfhp 
having no objection to the gentleman” s cha- 
racer, very frankly told Sir Robert that hi 
friend ſhould be obliged. While the mate 
thus reſted as determined, though the ne 


ceſſary forms of induction were yet unpalled, 
the cur ate who had ſerved the former incum. 


bent for many years, and had an unexcep- 
tionable 
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| tionable character, apply'd to his lordſhip, 
with letters of recommendation from the beſt 


people in the pariſh, ſetting forth the hard- 
| ſhips he laboured under by reaſon of his nu- 


m merous family and the inconveniences he 
qe muſt ſuffer ſhould he be conſtrained to move; 
d and therefore earneſtly intreating his lord- 
n ſhip's intereſt with the next incumbent, to 
g, continue him in his curacy. The chan- 
f. cellor receiv'd the curate with his wonted 
n-. goodneſs, and entering into converſation with 
is him, found him to be an excellent ſcholar 
re and of lively parts; and on aſking him 
m. what his curacy might be worth? was told, 
v- {avout 401. a year. Well, Sir, ſaid he, I'll 


not only grant your ſuit, but endeavour to 
raiſe your income; and accordingly, when 
the clergyman to whom the living was pro- 
the miſed, came to preſs forward his preſentment, 
ho his lordſhip took occaſion to ſpeak to him in 
Sir Favour of the old curate, and withal to inti- 


dm. mate that the ſalary, conſidering the man's 
bis family and his abilities (which he aſſured him 


Mere none of the meaneſt) was too ſmall for 
him to live upon, and therefore wiſhed him 
to make it up ſixty pounds a year, Which, 
dvith the bounty of his pariſhoners, wou'd 2f- 
ord him a comfortable ſabſiſteuce. The 


ſſech tlergyman paus'd a little at (ſuch an unex- 
um · pected requeit ; but ſoon recollecting himſelt. 
cep- Maid, 7 am eæcetdingiy ſorry that 1 cannet ot tice 


* oY a | 
our wafhip in the choice of the gentleman cu 


FOE 7 AR» 


T7 . 
5 rr _ 

” - N ; . 23 — — 7 8 j = - * 8 aA A 7 2 => - 
„ n 1 wy he Fg - e 2 > 22 2 2 Ns. - — 8 GREET. _ _ — 0 — 4) >. F 
0 — 1 Jr — Fe: 2 2 _ o PLOT <; 22 _— 5 2. — ö — 5 on — NK 7 3 3 5 = 4 

N r 2 Weg RY SIE — — 2 — Part > ” "F AS TAG > 3 2 * 4 — 
. —— - « Boe nn Bak - — 0 * — ? =Y o — — on 3 . as . a> ws > 
— = 7 2 Dr 3 * D b "Vs = 2 . - y 4 - 
n * = 1 5 8 £ 4 — 2 1 8 N — = CY a . — — 2 


L . — 
= — — bo r 4A n 
— Cn” mah nn 2 at. 1 
TY A — — * 


1 ANECDOTES, &. 


recommend, hows ing already engaged a near 1 
lotion, 2 cannot diſmiſs with honour, 
What! ſaid his lordſhip, have you engaged 
a curate before you are poſlelt of the living 
He ſaid, he had, Then, Sir, reply'd the 
chancellor, with ſome warmth, | thall fur. 
1:1h you with the beſt excuſe in the world to 
dliſmiſs him, for 1 {hall diſpoſe of the living 
to another; and without ſtaying to hear hin 
reply, left him. Ina few days the old curate 
took the liberty to wait upon his Jordihip, to 
l-arn the ſucceſs of his interpoſition with the 
pn, vary incumbent. My lord told hin 
frankly, he had uſed the moſt preſſing argu. 
axon in his favour he was maſter cf, Bt 
was unable to ſucceed. [Here the tears begel 
to tow involuntarily from the old man's eyes 
1.0 Was going to retire to vent his gri 
when the chancellor calling him back, ſaid, 
Sir, I perceive your afireys, and TI really fi! 
152; the curacy I cannot oiye you, but the lir 
can, aud you muy urite to your family ant 
fr 75 by the next poſt, that tho you 6n!y of: 
4% d, for the Curacy, your modeſiy and merit hut 
gin d you the Recterſbip. He bleſt the chanc! 
lor, aud unable to utter a word more leit hin 


Mr. "MIME when he was ainbailater i 


France, being at the opera in Paris, a 
ſeated in a box with a nobleman belonging 
the court, as ſoon as one of the princi; al per 
tormers came upon the tage, and debe i 
I 
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„ ing, the nobleman, as the cuſtom is in France. 


joined inthe favourite air, and in accompany - 
ment with others, ſo raiſed the concert that 
he the voice of the performer could not be di- 


ir MW ſtinguiſhed. Mr. Prior, inſtead of ſinging, as 
o molt of the company did, broke out into bit- 
nge ter invectives againſt the ttatan raſcal who 
in impoſed upon the audience by pretending to 
aue ſing. Sir, ſaid the marquis, who ſtopt to 
tl make a reply, the fellow has a molt excellent 
the voice, and I'm ſurpriſed you are not charm'd 
ain with it. V, really, jo he has, reply'd 015 
ou. exccllency, but it 25 ſo far below yrur lord- 
bu. is, that æohile you were pleaſed to fing, 4 
921 could not hear a note of it. 

bl | 

rig The late biſhop Burnet, happening to dine 


(210, one day with the then earl of Uxbridge, who 
was a nobleman of great compaſs of tought, 
ne bot ſomewhat of a romantic turn, and the 
au converſation aftording him a fair opporturity, 
; ::4W obſerved, not without deſign, that there was 
fan in moſt men tome predominant palin; as, 
Ito wine, to women, to money, or tie like z 
pin et as for my part, adds he, my great iuclin d- 

ion is to tell lies. Then, ſays the earl With a 
or i ſneer, who thought himſelt pointed at, 5 
and 4/41þ is the fitteſt perſon in the wort ito ww ite 
ig the Liiſiory of your Wn Times. 


ran lf When marſhal Broglio was in Fncland, in 
bun be be; inning of K. George the firſt's reign, a 
1 2 de- 
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debate aroſe in converſation between his ma- 


jeſty and him, concerning the diſpoſition of 


the troops at the famous battle of Ramillies, 
and I:k:wiſe concerning the behaviour of the 
French houſho!d-troops in that engagement, 
who, his majeſty inſiſted, were totally routed 
and put to flight. The marſhal took the 
liberty to differ from the king, by ſaying, 
they behaved with their uſual bravery, and 
were of infinite ſervice in covering the retreat 
of the army, when the French gave way. 
The king appealed to general Cadogan, who 
happened to be prefent, and be gave his ſen. 
timents in favour of his majeſty. But the 


marſhal ſaid, J muſt really beg leave to diffet 


from your lordſhip, becauſe I was upon the 
neld during the while ation, and I never ſay 
trœops behave with greater intrepidity in my 
life, The general reply'd pleaſantly, I grant 
«Chat your e Jays to be true; but I us 
«fon the field after the action, and I never ſau 
troops in apreater panic, fince I knew what il au 
zo gurſue an enemy. The marſhal was ſen. 
iibly mortify'd, and his majeſty perceiving 
him to look grave, took occaſion, upon the 
approach of ſome ladies, to turn the diicourk 


into gallantry. 


Mr 'Th-rnt-n, a gentleman of large pro- 


perty in Yorkthire, and member of the IH—c 


of Co—=ns, was more than ordinarily actiie 


during the laſt e by his sone ler- 
"oig 
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vice in the corps of Gentlemen Volunteers, 
named the Yorkfhire- Hunters, and was par- 
ticularly remembred by his majeſty for his 
zeal on that occaſion: his lady, who 1s one of 
the fineſt women in England, being ſome time 
afterwards introduced to court, the king re- 


ceived her in the politeſt manner, and after 


ſaluting her, turned himſelf to Mr. Thornton, 


; and ſaid, Sir, I always had à very high opi- 


non of your ſervices, but I never knew till now 


* how much I was beholden to you. —A fine com- 
pliment from a ſovereign to a ſubject, and ex- 
preſſed with uncommen delicacy. 


Lord Willoughby de Brooke, coming one day 


out of the Houſe of Peers, and his ſervant not 
being in ſight, call'd out, here 15 ny Fellow? 
— Not in Europe, by 6-4, ſaid Anthony 
E Henley, who happen'd to be near him. 


While king Richard I. was in France a- 


3 f Va . 

bout bis war which he held againſt king Phi- 
: lip, there came to him a French prieſt whoſe 
name was Fulco, and defired the kivg to put 


{© way his three abominable daughters which 


he had, or commit them to marriage, leſt 
Cod puniſhed him for them. 7 hou lyeji, hypo- 
crite, ſaid the king, 7 thy face, for I have no 
daughter. The prieſt reply d; I lye not, for 


thou haſt three daughters, one of them is 
called Pride, another Covetouſneſs, and a third 
Luſt, With that the king called his lords 
H 3 and 
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and barons about him, and ſaid to them, 
This hypocrite here requires me to marry my 
three daughters, which he ſaith I cheriſh and 
maintain ; namely, Pride, Covetouſneſs, and 
Luſt ; and now that I have found huſbands for 
them, I will do it with effe& : I therefore be- 
flow my Pride on the high-minded Templars and 
Heofpitallers,avho are as proud as Lucifer himſ{If. 
My Covetouſneſs I give to the White Fryers, 
otherwiſe coll:d, the Ciſieaus order, for they co- 
vet the devil and all And my Luſt J give to 
the prelates of the cb urch, avho take moſt plea- 
fare in it. | 


In my lord Gainſborough's park at Titch— 
held, in Hampthire, ſome few years paſt, 
a deer was killed. After it was broke up 
the keeper went to quarter the heart, and 
the edge of the knife grated againſt ſome- 
thing that was hard, which he round to be 
a bullet, near the middle of the heart; a- 
bout which bullet there was a callous ſkin 
like horn, by which it was ſuppoſed the 
deer had been formerly fflot. When my 
lord was told of it, he merrily ſaid, the 
beaſt had been in love, and it was no ſuch 
great miracle for lovers to ſurvive a wounded 
heart. | 


Soon after Dr. Swift was made dean of 
St. Patrick's, he was loitering one Sunday in 
the afternoon at the houſe of Dr. Nin, 

wit 
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with whom he had dined, at Trim (a little 
town near Dublin, of which the doctor was 
vicar ;] the bell had rung ; the pariſhoners 
were aſlembled for evening prayers ; and Dr. 
Ray mond was preparing to go to church, 
which was ſcarce 200 yards from his houſe. 


| Raymond, fays the dean, Il luy you a crown 


] avill be gin PRAYENS b, fore you this ajternoon. 


accept y ur wager, reply'd Dr. Ray mond : 


and immediately they both ran as faſt as they | 


could towards the church. Raymond, who 
was the nimb er man of the two, arrived firſt 
at the door, and when he entered the church 
walked decently towards the reading- def 3 
Swift never ſlacken'd his pace, but running 
up the iſle, left Dr. Ray mond behind him in 
the middle of it, and ſtepping, into the rcad— 
ing-deſk, without put ing on a furp!1ce, or 
opening the prayer- book, began the litutgy 
with an audible voice, and cont] mued to ;e- 
peat the ſervice ſufficiently long to win his 
wager. 


Dr. Jefferies, archdeacon of Norwich, who 
was a great ſtickler in the Convocation, in 
1710 married a ſecond wilt; after v pick he 
diſcontinued his attendance on the convoca— 
tion; and being aſk'd the reaſon, picatintly 
excus d himſelf out of the old law, Which 
ſaith, that achen a man bath taken ano uiſe, 
be fall not be obliged to go cut to a,. 
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Among other papers, a wabsfer pt was 
carefully preſerved by the late lord Oxford, 
containing an extract from the Journals of the 
houſe of commons ; which honourable houſe 
reſolving to diſgrace the name of the late u. 
turper Oliver Cromwell, as far as lay in their 
power, ordered his body to be taken up, and 
to be firſt hanged on the gallows at Tyburn, 

and then to be burnt. This order was pur- 
fued by the ſerjeant of that honourable houſe 
ſo far as to find a coffin with Oliver's name 
and uſurped titles, at the caſt end of the 
middle iſle of Henry VIfth's chapel in Welt- 
minſter- abby. This, with an account where 

the ſaid inſcription is, or was, within a few 
vears ago to be ſeen, is written in a very fait 

nand; then, in two different hands, there 
follows the moſt remarkable account that 
ever was told, of a counter interment of the 
arch- tray tor, as well as the reaſon and con- 
trivance, to ſecure his body from that ex. 

ected ignominy. and to continue the revenge 
of Charles's enemies, even to the diſgrace of 
zupſtituting the body of the beheaded king 
in the puniſhment intended the dead body d 
che uſurper. The ſtory of this counter inter- 
ment was ready to be atteſted, in lord Oxford 
rime, by Mr. Barktiead, whoſe father was 
ji1cutenant of the tower at the time of Oliver's 
ceath, and a great conſident of his, having 
been concerned in the king's death, for which 


S 
ne was executed {con after the reſtoration 
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bis gentleman, however, among other ſuch 
„ſecrets, in the time of the uſurper's ſickneſs, 
* defired to know where he would be buried, 
{ To which he an{wez'd, in the field of Naſeby, 
in Northamptonſhire, where he obtained the 
rgreateſt victory and glory, and as nigh the 
d ipot as could be gueſſed where the heat of 
„ the action was; which accordingly was thus 
perform'd: At midnight {ſoon after his death) 
being firſt embalmed and wrapped in a leaden 
coffim, he was conveyed in a hearſe to the 
ſaid field, Mr. Berkſtead the younger, by or- 
der of his father, attending cloſe to the herſe; 
and being come to the field, there found, a- 
bout the midſt of it, a grave about nine feet 
deep, with the green ſod carefully laid on one 
© fide, and the mould on the other; in which 
the coffin being ſoon put, the grave was in- 
| ſtantly filled up, and the green ſod laid ex- 
| aCtly flat upon it, care being taken that the 
| ſurplus mould was clean taken away. Soon 
after like care was taken that the ſaid field 
was intirely ploughed up, and ſown three or 
| four years ſucceſſively with wheat. 
Talk ing over this account of Barkſtead's, 
ſays lord Oxford, with the reverend Mr. 
Sm — of Q—, whole father had long re- 
ſided in Florence as a merehant, and after- 
"5 wards as miniſter from king Charles II. and 
ing had been well acquainted with the fugitives 
ich after the reſtoration, he aſſured me, he had 
on. often heard the ſame account by other hands; 


thoſe. 
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thoſe miſcreants always boaſting, that they 

had wreck'd their revenge againſt the father 
as far as human foreſight could carry it, by 
beheading him whilſt l;ving, and making his 
beſt friends the executors of the utmoſt igno- 
minies upon him when dead. Aſking him 
the meaning of this Jaſt ſentence, he ſaid, 
that Oliver and his friends apprehenaing the 
reſtoration of the Stuart family, and that all 
imaginable diſgrace, on that turn, would be 
put upon his body as well as memory, he 
\ contrived his own burial, as averred by Bark- 
| Read, having all the theatrical honours of a 
pompous funeral paid to an empty coffin; 
into which afterwards was removed the corpſe 
of the martyr (which by lord Clarendon's 
own account had never truly or certainly been 
interr'd; and after the reſtoration, when moſt 
diligently ſought after by the earls of South- 

hampton and Lindſey, at the command of 
king Charles II. in order to a ſolemn re- 
moval, could no where in the church where 
he was ſaid to have been buried, be found,) 
that, if any ſentence ſhould be pronounced, 
as upon his body, it might effectually fall 

upon that of the king. That on that order 
of the Commons in Charles II's time, the 
tomb was broken down, and the body taken 
out of a coſſin ſo inſcribed as mention'd in the 
ſerjeant's report, was from thence convey'd 
to Tyburn, and, to the utmoſt joy and tri- 
umph of that crew of miſcreants, hung pow 
> ICK!Y 
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lickly on the gallows amidſt an infinite num- 
ber of ſpectators, almoſt infected with the 
noiſome neſs of the ſtench. The ſecret being 
only amongſt chat abandon'd few, there was 
no doubt in the reſt of the people but the body 
ſo expoſed was the body it was ſaid to be, had 
not ſome whoſe curioſity brought them nearer 
to the tree, obſerved with horror the remains 
of a countenance they little had expected 
E there; ard that on tying the cord, there was 
2 trong ſcam about the neck by which the 
bead had been, as was ſuppoſed, immdiately 
after the docollation. faſtened again to the 
body. This being whiſper'd about, and the 
numbers that came to the diſmal ſight hourly 
increaſing, notice was immediately given of 
che ſuſpicion to the attending ofncer, who 
diſpatched a meſſenger to court to acquaint 
: hens with the rumour, and the ill conſe- 
| quences the ſpreading or examining into it 
| tarcher might have. On which, the body 
was immediately ordered down to be buried 


adds his lordſhip, it was not burat as in pru- 
| dence, but ſor that pretended reaſon, might 
| have been expected; as well as in juſtiee to 
| have ſhewn the utmoſt deteſtation of his 
crime, and the moſt laſting mark of infamy 
they could inflict upon him. This was the 
account the reverend Mr. Sm gave. What 
truth there is in it, is not ſo certain. Many 

circumſtances make the ſurmiſe not altogether 
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improbable, as all thoſe enthuſiaſts to the laſſ 


moment of their lives, ever gloried in the 
truth of it. 


[There are ſome circumſtances not com. 
monly known, that ſeem to favour this ſtory; 
—the commons, after the reſtoration, voted 
70,0001. 29 Jan. 1677-8, for a ſolemn fu. 
neral for his majeſty king Charles I. and to 
erect a monument to his memory.—Sir Chri- 
ſtopher Wren, by king Charles IId's order, 
drew a deſign for a moſt magnificent mau/c- 
leum or tomb in conſequence of this vote.— 
The ground was pitched upon whereon it was 
to be erected ; which was, near Windlor- 
caſtle, on the very ſpot where now ſtands a 
little Gothic building raiſed by cardinal 
Wolſey, called the 'Tomb - houſe. — The 
drawings and eſtimate of the expence, amount. 
ing only to 43,6631. were laid before his ma- 
jJelty.—Says Mr. Chriſtopher Wren, the King 
returned the drawings and eſtimates to my fa- 
ther, and the whole deſign of the funeral and 
tomb, from motives unknown to the public, were 
laid aſide.—Echard, indeed, produces a cer. 
tificate from Mr. John Sewell, regiſter of 
Windſor, of the interment of king Charles I. 
in Henry VIIlth's vault at Windſor, which 
makes nothing for the purpoſe, as the out- 
ward appearance of an interment is out of 
the queſtion; but the ſame hiſtorian adds, 
that when the body of king Charles lay 1 

the 
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the dean's hall, the duke of Richmond had 
the coffin open'd, and was ſatisfied that it 
was the king's body; but, as to this circum- 
| ſtance, he neither mentions the time nor the 
| occaſion, and the truth may be queſtioned, 
| becauſe the duke could not do this without a 
| ſpecial order. 


— 


Dr Trapp, ſoon after the acceſſion of his 
late majeſty to the crown of England, had 
made himſelf obnoxious to the then miniſtry 
by his zoth of January, and other tory ſer- 
mons, as they were called; upon which, lord 
| Sunderland informed the king that there was 
a certain clergyman preached very dangerous 
| ſermons, and that the only way to put a ſtop 
to ſuch inſolence, was to impeach him in 
F parliament. His majeſty enquired the cha- 
| rafter of the man: O, Sir, ſaid my lord, the 
a- ¶ noſt violent, hot, poſitive fellow in England; 
no extremely avilful, that I believe he would be 
a- bearlily glad to be a martyr. The king an- 
nd ſwered, Is he ſo? then I'm reſolv'd to diſappoint 
re im; and never would hear a word more of 
er- che complaint. 


1 5 Captain Hall, ſitting in a coffee-houſe near 
ch wo gemlemen, whereof one was of the 
ut- clergy, who were engaged in ſome diſcourſe 
of chat favoured of learning, the captain thought 
ds, ft to interpoſe; and profeſſing to deliver the 
in ſentiments of his fraternity, as well as his 
the L own, 
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own, turning to the clergyman, ſpoke in the 
following manner; D- n me, dolor, ſoy what 
you will, the army is the only ſchool for gentle 
men. Do you think my lord Marlborough beat 
the French with Greek and Latin? D--n ut 
a ſcholar, augen he comes into good company, 
what is he but an oſs? D--n me, I would 
glad, by G-d, to ſee any of you ſcholars with ny 
nouns and his verbs, and his philoſophy and ini. 
gonometry, achat a figure he would make at a 
fiege or blockade, or recomoitering,—D--n nt, 
&c. The clergyman gravely reply'd, Bu 
pray, Sir, do you think, with your caths aul 
your damme's, you {all be able to fiorm beo. 
en? 


In the year 1723, an experiment was tried 
on one Gordon, a noted hghwayman, thio 
the means of the late duke of Mor ;cague, 
who being aſſured by Mr, Chovet, a anato- 
miſt of that time, that opening the winupipe 
would prevent t the latal conſe quences of the 
halter, obtained a pardon for Go don, a 
condition he would try the experiment upon 
himſelf. Dr B-vis and Chovet attende.! hin 
ſeveral times in his cell, but it was with dit 
ficulty he was prevailed upon to cut his o. 
throat. At length he made a light ineiſion, 
which Chovet opened ; the effect of which 
was, that when Gordon ftopt his mouth 
noſtrils and ears for ſome time, air enouy! 
came through the cavity to continue bits 


But 
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ge But when he came to be ſuſpended in the 


at halter, tho' there was breath enough to play 
WM the lungs, the veins were {top: that carried 
on the circulation of the blood, ſo the man 
died like the reſt of his fellow rogues. On 
which the duke humourouſly rebuked the 
ſurgeon, by telling him, he ha but half learnt 
his trade; he knew how to let the air to a man's 
lungs ; but did not underſtand caſing his veins. 


[This Gordon had been a bold highway 
man twenty years, had robbed the Cheſter 
mail and hanged his accomplice, was tried 
for robbing the Fiſhmongers company on 
Epping-Foreſt, but proved himſelf in Ire- 
land. The robbery he was hanged for was 
tried I on Mr. Peters, under-treaſurer of the Temple, 
ho between Knightſbridge and Hyde-Park, but 
gue, I being drunk was off his guard, and ſoon 
at0- taken. ] | 


{thc In the reign of Edward IV. a citizen of 
cn London, who lived at the ſign of the crown, 
upon WF was convicted of high-treaſon for ſaying in a 


hinz jocular manner, He would make his ſon heir to 
dit. the crown. 


io In 1733, Sir Simon Stuart of Hartley, in 
Hampſhire, looking over ſome old writings, 
out, iound on the back of one of them a memoran- 
10" cum noting that 1500 broad pieces were bu- 
ned in a certain ſpot in an adjoining field. 

1 2 | Where- 
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| Whereupon he took a ſervant, and after dig. 
ing a little in the place, found the treaſure 
in a pot, hid there in the time of the ciyl 
wars by his grandfather Sir Nicholas Stuart 
with this note on the top written on parch. 
ment. Rather for the Devil than Oliver. 


As ſome chriſtian captives at Algiers, who 
had been ranſom'd, were going to be dil 
charged, the cruizers brought in a Swedili 
veſſel. Among the crew was the father d 
one of thole captives. 'The ſon ſoon made 
| himſelf known to the father, but their un- 
happineſs to meet in that place was grievout 
to both. The young man, however, con. 
ſidering that the ſlavery his father was going 
into would inevitably put an end to his life, 
requeſted, that his father might be releaſed ani 
bimſelf detained in his room; which the Moor 
readily granted; but when the ſtory was toll 
to the governor, he was ſo affected with k 
that he cauſed the ſon likewiſe to be di- 
| Charged, as the reward of bis filial tenderneſs. 


King James I. being apt to talk'to his cout: 
tiers in time of divine ſervice, biſhop Laud, 


one Sunday, when he knew his majeſty wa 


in high good-humour, made a full ſtop in hö 
ſermon as often as he perceived the king it 
ciſcourle. His majelty aſking him after ſer- 
vice the occaſion of it, the biſhop told him, 
be could nat think it conſiſtent with good mannt"i 

— Y 


| you, LU ne matr interrupt your lordſbip's ſer- 
mon. | 


the middle of the laſt century, there lived a 
| memorable {mall-coal-man in Kent-ftreet, who 
| had loſt molt of his cuſtomers by endeavouring 
| to be civil to all. The good-women on the 
| king's ſide would buy no ſmall-coal from a 
| rozue that converied with the round-heads ; 
and the parliament good houſewives with- 
| drew their penny a week from an ungodly 

incendiary that ſold fire to the royaliſts. 


| riblz dilemma? He took it wiſely into his 


head to turn 1deot, and left off his trade. 
| The con cquence fell out to his wiſh. Both 


| vikble judgment trom heaven; and the Roy- 


| ſenſe of the times, And thus a fellow who was 
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10 interrupt his majeſly's converſation.==Then, 
good faith, ſaid the king, I/, be even with 


When the civil war was breaking out about 


What ſhould a poor devil do under this ter- 


des took ſtupidity into its protection; the 
Puritans, becauſe this loſs of his wits was a 


aliſts, becauſe he ran mad from too quick a 


ready to ſtarve by nis induſtry, lived in plenty 
by his cunning. 


Dr. ——, fellow of St. John's college, 
Oxford, was remarkable for two things,a great 
lock of wit, and a great ſtomach; one day 
after dinner and half an hour's facetiouſneſs 
and pluttons, juſt as the courſe was going to 

3 be 
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be removed, he began to look with unuſui 
melancholy ; every one about him wonder' 


at the doctor's gloominels, and at laſt the 


Preſident of the college aſk'd him the reaſon, 
Sir, anſwered he, [ am extremely out of order, 


Dear doctor, anſwered the Preſident, you look 


well and roſy, your colour is freſh, and you 
ſeem not to have loſt your ſtomach. Mr Prel. 
dent, reply'd our reverend trencherman, ho: 
ever well my looks may be, my caſe is deſperate. 
Jam mot ling a man of this world ; the proof i 
too plain; for when I had my health, I new 
dined in this hall but before the laſt courſe wa 


removed my circangle fairly touched the margin 


of the table ; you ſer, notwithſtanding my bi 


endeavours at the weniſun-paſly, I am now d- 


ftant full three inchts; it is no toucher ; 1 fall 
firangely away, and I'm a gone man! Is that 
all the matter, cry'd the Preſident ; courage, 
Dr, tho' you have not reach'd at a toucher; 
for you muſt know, we have had the tabk 
mov'd ſix inches farther from the bench you 


ſit upon, and therefore inſtead of loſing three 


inches, you have gain'd three. Obho is that 
the bilſineſs? it is abell enough then, anſwered 
the doctor, with a {mile upon his countenance; 
and immediately reſumed his gaiety, drank 
his two bottles, and roll'd home to his cham- 


ber with great chearfulneſs. 


At a quarter-{eiions in Leiceſter, the ju. 
tices had wiſely decreed to take of a hal: 
| | dens) 
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penny a pint from the price of ale, as know- 


ing the ſellers of it would abate a proportio- 


nable part of the ſtrength of it, and working- 
men would not be ſo liable to be intoxicated. 

Mr. Woolley, who was one of them, and 
came in after the thing was determined, and 


| who was a lover of good ale, being informed 
| of what had paſſed, ſaid, Gentlemen, ycu have 
| made an order that ale ſhould be fold in our 
| county for three-halfþcace a fint; I deſire you 
| vill nw make another to appoint who muſt 


| drink it, for by G== Tevor't. 


Monſieur D'Aubigny, 9 to ma- 


dam Maintenon, tells a very remarkable ſtor 
| of himſelf. He was one of the head of the 
| proteſtants in the reign of Henry the IVth of 
| France, and oppoſed the court with ſo much 


vigour, that the king was determined to take 
away his life, or confine him to the Baſtile. 


M. D'Aubigny being privately informed of 
| it, conſidered how to preſerve himſelf ; and 


after many deliberations, he reſolved to re- 


pair to court, and beg a penſion of the king, 


as the ſureſt method. His majeſty, very 
much ſurpriſed, as well as pleaſed to ſee a- 
man of his high ſpirit humbled, imme- 
diately embraced him, and granted his re- 
queſt. From the court he went to the duke 
de Sully, the prime miniſter, who congratu- 
lated king on this occaſion, and ſhewed him 


the baſlile ; alluring him that he would have 


been 
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been a priſoner there in leſs than 24 hour, 
tho' now in no farther danger. 


A poor craſy Capuchin in Lewis XIIlth's 
time, took it into his head to acquaint his 
audience, in a fit of enthuſiaſm, hat he hai 
luckily found out an cx{edient, which he did nu 
acutt but would make all men happy and juif, 
even in this life, aud that the fleſh ſhould m 
longer luſt againſt the ſpirit. He then Pro- 
cecded to explin himſelf, by telling them, 
that the cauſe of all the wickedneſs and fin, 
and by conſequence of all the miſeries and 
afflictions in the world aroſe from the en. 
mity between God and the Devil, by which 
means God was often croſied in his good in- 
tentions to mankind both here and hereafter, 
the devil by his temptations making us inca- 
Pable of the mercy and favour of our Creator: 
therefore, he had a deſign, he told them, 
wi:h the aſſiſtance of the Roman church, to 
mediate with the Almighty to take the devi 
into favour again; and then, ſaid he mankind 
having no temptcr,will all neceſſarily be good. 


Mr. Chriſtopher Stephens, a tobacconiſt a 
Reading, who had acquired a large fortune 
by tis induſtry, but had no children of hb 
own to inherit it, ſent for a nephew out! 
Amicrica, to ſucceed him both in his buſineß 
which was very conſiderable, and in part of 
his elate ; but the yooth turning out wy 

ue 
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4 the diſſenting miniſter of the place, who had 


| a great aſcendancy over the old gentleman, 
took occaſion one day to diſcourſe him con- 


5 cerning the diſpoſal of his woridly concerns, wh 
ns telling him at the ſame time, that as he could 14 
ad be no ſtranger to his nephev/'s character, it 14 
0 WW would be more prudent to bequeath his for- 1 
uf E tune to Charitable ules than to beſtow it on 0 
0 one who would ſquander it away in pleaſure „ 
10, ½ and debauchery. Mr. Stephens heard him 1 
m, with great compoſure ; and as he ſpoke thro' [ 
i, WY his noſe, ſaid, /, Sir, what you ſay may | 
ind le very £10 7 pulpit-doftrine ; but "tis a maxim | | 
Ul 3 ai me ht charity begins at home, and my [ f | 
ich | rep beap ci never have more pleaſure in ſpend- 1 
in. i iy money than I have had in getting of it ; J 
tel, and therefore I'll never leave him a ſhilling bit 
be 1/7 for being wild ; for the wilder he is i 
r ei have the more need of money. The mi- 1 
-" WW nifter, who did not expect ſuch a return, i 
changed the ſubject; but the old gentleman i 
en never reliſh'd him afterwards. 1 
0 / The famous Buſſy d'Ambois, ſaid to be 6: 
the handſomeſt man in France of his time, 4 
[at being invited to court on a grand day, where 
every one appeared with the utmoſt magnifi- 
ü cence, inſtead of adorning himſelf like the 
+ reſt, put on that day a plain ſuit of cloaths, 


and dreſſed all his ſervants in the moit coftly 


1 gay habits he could procure : the event was, 
3 | that the eyes of the whole court were fixt 


upon 


1 
i; 
7 
+48 
- 
1 
. 
1 
TH 
+ 
. 
1 
1 
1 
il 
N 
11 
i” 
| 
ll 
ij 
1 


94 ANEC DOT ES, &c. 


upon him; all the reſt looked like his at. 
tendants, hilſt he alone was diſtin guiſh'd az 
of ſuperior quality. = 


Dr. South, when he lived at Caverſham in 
Oxfordſhire, was called out of bed one cold 
vinter's morning by his clerk, to matry a 
couple, who were then waiting for him. The 
doctor hurried up, and went ſhivering to 
church, where, when he came, ſeeing nobody 
there but an old man of 70, a woman about 
the ſame age, and his clerk, he aſked in a 
pet, where the bridegroom and bride were, 


and what that man and that woman did 


there? The old man reply'd, zhey came there 
to be married. The doctor looking ſternly at 
him, Marry'd! Yes, married, ſaid the old 
man haſlily ; better marry than do wworſe.—(1, 
get you gone, you filly old fools, laid the doctot, 
get home and do your wworſ! ; and accordingly 
hobled out of church in a great paſſion, raving 
at his clerk for calling him out of bed on ſuch 
a ſleeveleſs errand. 


In the nineteenth year of the reign of queen 
Elizabeth (1579) the fourth, fifth and ſixth 
days of July were holden the aſſizes at Ox. 


ford, where was arraigned and condemned 


one Rowland ſenks, for his ſeditious tongue, a 
which time there aroſe ſuch a peſtilential ſtench 
from the body of the priſoner, that almoſt all 
preſent were infected. The jurors died pre- 

| ſently ; 
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| {ently ; ſhortly after died Sir Robert Bell, 
lord chief-baron; Sir Robert de Olie; Sir 


William Babirgton, Mr. Wenman, Mr. de 


| Olie, high-ſheritt, Mr. Davers, Mr. Harcourt, 
| Mr. Kirle, Mr. Pneteplace, Mr. Greenwood, 

Mr. Foſter, {erjeavt Baram, Mr. Stephens, &c. 
| There died in Oxford zo perfon+*, and ſick- 
| ened there but died in other places 200 and 
odd, from the Gth of July to the 12th of Au- 
| ouſt. After which died not one of that ſick- 
| neſs, for one of them intected not another, 
nor any woman nor child died thereof. 


After the battle of Edghill, which was the 


| firſt chat was fought between king Charles J. 
| and the parliament army, and which was a 
| fort of drawn battle; when the enemy had 
| retired, the king's party returned to the field 
to view the dead bodies, ard to enquire atter 
their friends that were miſting, where they 
found ſeveral not yet dead of their wounds, 
but lying ſtript among the dead; among 
| v.hom, with others, young Mr. Scroop 
brought off his father, Sir Gervas Scroop; 
who, being an old Gentleman of great for- 
tune in Lincolnſhire, had raiſed a foot-com- 
| pany among his tenants, and brought them 
in to the earl of Lindſay's regiment, out of 
reſpect to his lordſhip, as well as duty to the 


king; and had, about the time that general 
Was taken, fallen with ſixteen wounds in his 


body and head, and had lain ſtript among the 


dead 
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dead, from that time, which was about three 
in the afternoon on Sunday, all that cold 


night, all Monday and Monday night, and 


till Tueſday evening ; for it was ſo late be. 
fore his fon found him; whom with great 
piety he carried to a warm lodging, and af- 

rwards to Oxford, where he almoſt miracu- 
louſſy recovered. 


When William of Normandy, now called 
William the Conqueror, after the batt'e of 
Haſtings in Suſſex, was diecting his mac 
into Kent, Stigard, archbiſhop of Cante: . 
and Egęleſine. abbot of St. Augutt tine, near 
the ſaine City, had notice oh des. fen; ; they 
preſently aſſembled the chief men of tte 
county, and having laid open the impending 
danger, propoſed a  firatagem to ttop the pro. 
greſs of the enemy and e their liber. 
ties; to which all readily agreed. Accord 
ingly, the night before the conqueror wi 
expected, they privately ſtole with their men 
in ſmall parties into the woods near Swan. 
combe, where the, lay concealed till his at 
rival, and then carrying in their hands great 
boughs ef trees, ſuddemy ſurrounded him at 


his men unprepared. ihe Conqueror wi 


confounded, and had harcly preſence of mind 
to provice for his defence. Stigand and Eg- 
gleſine taking advantage of his furpriſe, bor 
ſented T before him, and frank! 

declared that the men of Kent were come (9 


„ 


me. 
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meet him as their king, but with determined 
[reſolutions to die rather than acknowledge 
him their conqueror ; that all they required 
was a confirmation of their ancient rights and 
privileges, on the continuance whereof their 
zeal and their loyalty would wholly depend. 
The haughty Norman heſitated a while; but 
| recolletting the danger he was then in, and 
being entirely ignorant of their number or 
ſtrength, or by whom he was encompaſſed, 
judged it moſt prudent to agree to the terms 
[propſed, and accepted of the earldom of 
[Kent conditionally, never to inſringe their 
rights, or to deprive them of their ancient 
er tenures | | | 


ing There is a ſtory of the famous Rabelais, 
ro. Wwho, when he was at a great diſtance from 
ber. Paris, and without money to bear his ex- 
ra- pences got together a convenient quantity of 
was brick-duſt, and having diſpoſed of it into ſe- 
nen Nveral papers, wrote upon one, Poiſon for Mon- 
anl. Ver; upon a ſecond, Poiſan for the Dauphin ; 
ar- and on a third, Poiſon for the King, Having 
ret made this proviſion for the royal family of 
aud France, he laid his papers ſo that his land— 
was lord, who was ati inquiſtive man, and a good 
rind fabjeck. might get fight of them. The plot 
jig. blucceeded as he defir'd ; the hoſt ſecured his 
pie. elt, and gave immediate intelligence to the 
ills ecretary of Rate. The ſecretary preſently 
eon cown a ſpecial meſſenger, who brought 


up 
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up the traitor to court, and provided him u // 
the king's expence with proper accommoda. 
tions on the road. As ſoon as he appeared, 
he was known to be the celebrated Rabelai, I 
and his powder, upon examination, being {ay 
found very innocent, the jeſt was only laugh Ml 7) 
at; for which a leſs eminent aroli wound , 
have been ſent to the gallies. 502 


A Derviſe, as Sir John Chardin tells us MM ;;,, 
travelling through Tartary, and arriving 4 
the city of Balk, went into the king's pa ,; 
by miſtake, as thinking it to be a public inn ff 
Having looked about him for ſome time, |: | 
entercd into a long gallery, where be au che 
down his wa'let, and ſpread his carpet in g va. 
der to repoic himſelf upon it after the manta the 
of the eaſtern people. He had not been le no 
in this poſture before he was diſcovercd it! 
ſome of the guards, who aſked him what v#M lon 
his buſineſs in that place? The derviſe toil upc 
them, he intended to take up his night's 100; the 
ing in that inn. The guards let him kno wo 
in 2 very angry manner, that the hcuſe WM hin 
was in was not an inn, but the king's pala his 
It happen'd that the king himſelf paſſed thit 
the gallery during this debate, and {miling 
the miſtake of the derviſe, aſk'd him how it 
could poſſibly be ſo dull as not to dillinguil 
a palace from an inn. Sir, ſays the dervit 
give me leave to afſ your majeſly a queſ11cn i 
two, Who were the jerſons that ledges 
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this houſe <chen it aus fit built? The king 
reply'd, his anceſtors. Aud ahbe, ſays the 
derviſe, aas the [of] perſon that lodged here? 
The king reply'd, his father. And who is it, 
ſays the derviſe, thot lodges here at preſent ? 
Tre king told bim, hat it vas he himelf. 
Aud at h, ſays the derviſe, avil{ be here after 
you ?. I he king aniwer'd, 2he young: prince 
bi an. Ah, Sir, ſaid the derviſe, 4 hcuſe 
that changes its inhabitants ſ% often, and re- 
| cives ſuch a perpetual ſucceſſion of guejis, may 


as well be called an inn as a palace. 


The late reverend Baſil Kennet was once 
| chaplain in a ſhip of war; and as his place 
was to meſs with his brother ofiicers, he found 
they were ſo addicted to the impious and 
nonſenſical vice of ſwearing, that he thought 
it not becoming his character to continue any 
longer among them, unleſs he could prevail 
upon chem to leave it off; but conceiving at 
the ſame time that any grave remonſtrance 
would have but little effect, he bethought 
himſelf of a ſtratagem which might anſwer 
his purpoſe. One of the company having 
entertained the reſt with a ſtory igrecable e- 
nough in itfelf, but fo interrupted and per- 
plex'd with damme! blood and wworunds ! and 
luch like ſhocking expletives as made it ex- 
tremely ridiculous, Mr. Kennet then began a 
tory himſe f, which he made very entertain- 
ing and inſtructive, but interlarded it with 
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the words bottle, pot, and gast, at every ſen. Ml * 
tence. The gentleman who was the mot! 
7585 to the filly vice, fell a laughing at Mr. 
ennet, with a great air of contempt. ,, 
ſaid he, G-d dumme, doctor, as to your ſtory, it t 
is abell enough ; but what the d bawe wen Wt £ 
do with your d—d bottle, pot, and glaſs ? Mr, n 
Kennet very calmly reply'd, Sir, I find ju Ml *© 
can obſerve whit is ridiculous in me, which yu WM U 
cannot diſcover in yourſelf ; and therefore yn b 
ought not to be offended at my expletives in di. 
courſe any more than your dun. ——Oh, b * 
0 


dimme, parſon, I ſmoke you; you ſhall not har 
me ſucar another oath whilſt 1 am in your cim. & 


pany : nor did he. 8 
A jeweller, a man of good character au * 
conſiderable wealth, having occaſion in the he 
way of his buſineſs to travel to ſome diſtance th 
from the place of his abode, took along wit tu 
him a ſervant to carry his portmanteau. I 
had with him ſome of his beſt jewels, and“ (a 


large ſum of money, to which his ſervant wa 
privy, who watch'd his opportunity, aud) 
with a piſtol ſhot his maſter dead. With b 
booty he made off undiſcovered to a d:ſtail 
country where he had reaſon to believe ne- 
ther he nor his maſter were known, and ther © 

he began to trade in a low way at fitit, thi che 
his obſcurity might ſcreen him. from obſer. 
tion, and in the courſe of a good many yen 3h 


ſeemed to rife by the natural progreſs of bi. 
| ſinch 
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ſineſs into wealth and conſideration; fo that 
his good- fortune appeared at once rhe effect 
and reward of his induſtry and virtue. Of 
theſe he counterfeited the appearances ſo well 
that he grew in great credit, married into a 
good family, and at length was choſen chief 
magiſtrate of the city where he dwelt. In 
this office he maintain'd his character fair and 


unimpeached, till one day as he ſat on the 


bench with ſome of his brethren, a criminal 
was brought before them who was accuſed of 


| murdering his maſter. The evidence came 
out full; the jury brought in their verdict 
guilty, and nothing remained but the preſi- 


dent of the court to pronounce ſentence, who 


| appeared to be in an unuſual agitation of 
| mind, and his colour chang'd often ; at length 


he roſe from his ſeat, and coming dawn from 


| the bench, placed himſelf juſt by the unfor- 


tunate man at the bar, to the no ſma'l aſto- 
mſhment of all preſent: You ſee before you, 
(addreſſing himſelf to thoſe who had ſat on 
the bench with him) a flriiing inflance of the 
Juft reward of heaven, which this day, after 
thirty years concealment, preſents to you a greater 
criminal than the man juſt now found guilty. 
Then he made an ample confeſſion of his 
guilt, and of ail its aggravations, particularly 
the ingratitude of it to a maſter who had 
raiſed him from the very duſt, and repoſed a 


| peculiar confidence in him; and told them in 


hat manner he hd hitherto ſereened him- 
K 3 ſelf 
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ſelf from public juſtice, and how he had ef. MW w. 
caped the obſervation of mankind by the ſpe. WW W. 
cious maſk which he had viore Put ma, ne 
added he, 19 ſconer aid ihis unhaj ty pr ſont | all 


appear before us, charged with the {ime crit du 
{ was conſecrone 4 my! if, than the C. wel circum: an. 
ftences of in: 3.£ wilt 960. nne in all thor horror: all 

Hi 


the AYVYINTWS of the Ai ui gh 7. 5e faſt ci 
me, aud ny caun crime appar i fo atrs "Ct 
tht I could not conſe ut 0 paſs f E7TORCE ADA! ni 
the criminal, til I hat firſt 5iſourthe ned my cn i 
ſcience by acc ing my vel. Nor can I now f. as ar; 
relicf frem the azomics of an awakencd cu 
fſeience, but by requiring that Juſtice may be 
forthwith done againſt me in the moſt public and 
ſal mn manner, for jo aggravated a parricidt 
T herefere in the preſence of the all. ſecing God, 
the great witneſs and judge of my crime, aui 
before this while aſſembly, who have FEM the 
ie F my hypocriſy, 1 plead guilty, ati 
require ſentence may be paſſed agninſt me as 1 
moſt notorious offendcr. We may eaſily ſuppoſt 
the amazement of the whole court, and cſpe- 
cially of his fellow-judges. However, they 
procceded upon his confeſſion. to paſs ſep 
tence upon him, and he died with all the 
ſymptoms of a penitent mind. 


The famous Mogul emperor, Aurengzeb 
having occaſion for money, publiſhed an e. 
dict requiring all the Faquiers in his kingdom 


> allemble on a certain day on a large plait, 
where 
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where he might have the pleaſure of dining 
with them. He ordered a vaſt number of 
new caſſocks to be ready againſt the time, 


and after dinner preſenting one to every Fa- 


quier, order'd him to pull off his old one, 
and throw them in a heap, and cauſed them 
all to be burnt. This produced a vaſt ſum, 
He was no ſtranger to the tricks of thoſe pre- 
tended monks ; he knew them to be great 
collectors of alms, which for ſafety they 
quilted in the folds of their cailocks ; and 
this was the motive of his generoſity to the 
poor Faquiers. 


[The Faquiers are a ſort of begging prieſts 


in that country, who affect great poverty, 


but who concealed vaſt riches m their rags ] 


An eminent trader at Lyons, who had ac- 
quired an caſy fortune, had two handſome 
daughters whom he married to his liking, and 
divided between them all he had, vpon an 
agreement that he ſhould pais the iummer 


| with the one, and the winter with the other. 


Before the end of the fi:ſ: year he fourd ſuf- 
ficient ground to conciude, that he was not a 


| very acceptable gueſt to eicher; of which 


however, he took no notice, but hired a 


| handſome lodging in which he reſided a few. 
weeks. He then applied himſelf to a friend, 


and told him the truth of the matter, deſired 


him to give him 290 livres, and to lend him 


tiſty 
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fifty thouſand in ready money for a few hours. 
His friend very readily comply'd with his re. 


queſt. The next day the old man made 2 


grand entertainment, to which his daughters 
and their huſbands were invited. Juſt as the 
dinner was over, his friend came in a great 
hurry, told him of an unexpected demand 


upon him, and delired to know if ne could 


lend him 50,000 livres. The old man told 
him, without any emotion, that twice as much 
was at his ſervice if he had wanted it ; ard 
going into the next room brought him thc 
money. After this he was not ſuffered to ſtay 
any longer in his lodging ; his daughters 
were jealous if he remained but a day more 
in one houle than in the other; and after three 
or four years ſpent in this manner, he died; 
when upon examining his cabinet, inſtead of 
riches there was found a note in which were 


theſe words; He auh has ſuffered by his vir. 


tue, has a right to avail himſilf of the wices if 
thoſe by whom he has ſuffered ; and a father 
ought never to be Ju fond of his children as ti 
forget what is due to himſelf. 


Mr. Brown, formerly a face painter in 
Holborn, was one day walking in St. james 
Park, and happened to pleaſe the cye of! 
fine lady, who upon finding out his profeſſion, 
ſent for him the next morning to take her 
picture. He found the lady alone who mad: 
ſeveral amourous advances. Charm'd wm 

e 


| tranſports which attend virtuous love. Soon 


but took a litile girl, a gent'eman's daugater in 
| the neiphbou: hood, ab.uu: ten years old, along 


| up. She ſat a ſecond time, but was much 
| out of humour. The next day the lady ſent 


| charging his wife to be preſent if the lady 
| ſhould come. "The lady inſiſted upon his com- 
ing to her, as ſhe had ſet apart that aſter- 


viſit. Mr. Brown reiurncd before ſhe was 


| tne lady. ell, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I find love, 
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her beauty, but a little ſhock'd at her beha- 
viour, he returned home called his little fa- 
mily about him, took his wife upon his lap, 
aud fel! into diſccurſe upon the amiablenels 
of virtue, tae charms of modeſty, and the 


after the lady ſent for him again: He went, 


with him, pretending that he met her at tne 
door, and being willing to ſee her home, 
hoped the lady would excuſe his bringing her 


again; but he excuſed himſelf by pretending 
to be ſomewhat indiſpoſed, and deſired the 
lady to take the third ſitting at his own houſe, 


noon for the purpoſe, and would not be dif- 
appointed; but he abſolutely refuſed to go, 
and concealing his reaſons, Went out upon o- 
ther buſiceſ., after taking a tender loave of 
lis wife, who was that aiterioun to Pay. a 


areſs'd, but imagined the was gone Out, aud 
had no ſooner pot into the outer oom, but 
ſomebo ly knock'd at the door, aud up came 


which brings me hefe, FJrighttns you away. 
Mrs. Biows, alarmed at ſo uncommon a {a+ 
lutation 
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jutation from a lady to her huſband, plac: 


herſelf at the key-hole of the door of th: 


room ſho was divihnp in. The lady upbraided 
his co dneſs, and wondered what in the name 
of beamy was (0 frightful in her that he du 
not truſt himſelf alone with her at her ]ods. 


1ngs. Tir. Brown ſceming not to underſtand 


her, anſwered only, Mill jour ladyſhip plral 
to ft? No! reply's the with ſome war:th; 
the picture ſerves only for a pretence for be. 


ing alone with you; love 1+ my bulinels, tho 


you ſcem to neglect it. Then ruthing into 


his arms, ſhe reſted on his ſhoulders and 


kiſſ:d him with great eagerneſs Upon this 
poor Mrs. Brown was ready to fall down; 


but her fears avated when ſhe ſaw with what 
a ſteady reſolution he ftill kept his ground; 
and in compliance with the lady, took her 
faintly in his arms, gave her two or three 
kiſſes, and without any ſeeming emotion, 


quitted her. Then the lady began to declare 
in plain terms, how much ſhe loved him, and 


told him, ſhe was of ai honourable family, 
but wedied to a gentleman, whom notwith- 
ſtanding his unbounded generoſity, ſhe hated 
and deſpis'd ; that many gentlemen of birth 
and fortune had enceavoured by all poliible 


means o ob:ain the favour which ſhe then 


offered him, but that in all her life ſhe had 
known no more than one man, whom ſhe 
loathed. Here ſhe ty d up her garter, gil 
ing him an opportunity of leeing a very oy 

QC 
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ſome leg 5 afterwards pul! ing out a purie of 
gold, ſhe {aid, that was at his ſervice if he 
would accept of it upon the caiy terms ſhe 
propoſed. This obi. ged him to aniwer ; No, 
mud 11; ) if / i the objec of your lx 5, Tft 
memo further to Wrong ai innocent and virtuous 
aufe. 12s not in th bote cr of mon 8 aug 


elle the world can b tt hiine hate the Jmnalle/? 
jrare of FT aff. 10; 2 Fre: S72 her. ti If £4 re. 


plies the lady, your wife 75 not hatuſome.— 
Mit, 14 58 he, <vb 1 Copa d, 0 you; The He 
bas «an eng:'d's mend. Unon this he called 5 
4 oentlew* man who lived below, and ſai 


lhe deſired the would be 7 pleaſed to look pO 


the lady's picture whilſt the lady was pretent, 
and tell bim if tie had been fo lucky as to hit 


| upon her likeneſs The lady ſaw he was de 


termined to giſappoint ber, which razſed her 


ſletentment to ſuch a degree hat, at length, 


hne tuſhed out of the room like a fury. bir. 
Brown, preſently. after went out, Wi out 
diſcovering that his wite had been all the 


44 


While inthe inner room. She tov went t9 
pay her viſit; but, fays ſhe, when 1 got 


home in the event: 5 } neither knew . . A to 


do with him, nor how to contain mvic;: 


However, I kified him, and cry'd moſt 


| heartily. 


Old Sir Hugh Montgomery; a Scots get 
man, Who bad ons been an admirer of 125 


3 
les, and was always ond of their compa: 


a: 


ſet all the company a laug 
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and they of his, on account of his droll hy. 
mour, was ſtrongly importuned to dance one 
evening with ſome young gir's where he hap. 
pened to be viſiting ; and to oblige them he 
comply'd. But after they had done they be. 
gan to ral y Sir Hugh on his aukward per. 


formance ; particularly, one aſk'd him what 


made him ſtraddle ſo? The old gentleman, 

with his wonted drollery reply'd, Gued faith, 

Mijs, gin you had bitween your legs «hat [han 

between my ligs, ye wad een 8 too; Which 
8 


About the beginning of king William) 
reign, one of Tourville the French admiral! 
ſhips took priſoner a Suſſex fiſherman. The 
admiral was then preparing to make a delcent 


upon England in favour of king James; and 
intending to land in Suſſex, he was earneſt i 


know how the people of that country ſtood 
affected to the government. He ordered tie 
fiſherman upon deck, and began himſelf i 
queſtion him how he and his neighbours lovel 
king james? and how the prince of Orange 


or king William, as you call him, ſaid tht 


admiral ? and how they were affected to tht 
government? The fiſherman flared, and fa 
tiat he had never ſeen either of the gentle 
folks, whom his honour was pleafed to met 


tion, in his lie; that mayhap they were ven 
civil perſons, and he had no ill-will to either 


God bleſs them both. As to matters of g0 
yer: 


Port 


Here 


oul, 
1th 
The 
id n 
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yernment, how ſhould he know any thing of 


The admiral thinking the fellow groſly 1gno- 


he WM tart of all public affairs, at laſt ſaid to him, 
de. Come, come, you're a good likely fellow, 
er. end as you are ſo indifferent about all parties, 
hat you can have no objection to liſting in my 
an, MW flip. hat! ſaid the fellow, to fight againſt 
„country! I would not do that for the French 


king's ranſom. 


The late biſhop of Durham, who was a 

great ſcholar and an able ſpeaker, but re- 
m narkable for a total negle& of dreſs, and 
al; ſlovenly habit of keeping one hand almoit 
always in his breeches, having been pitched 
upon by the miniſtry. to introduce the bill for 


and making a proviſion for officers widows, into the 
e Houſe of Lords, his lordſhip, when he made 
tool the motion, ſtood with the bill in one hand, 


i the and held the other in e v/ual place; and 


uten began with great ſolemnity to acquaint 


ovel the Houſe, that awhar be had in his hand was 
ange, the benefit of officers widoxws ; upon which, 
| thei he duke of Argyle, who never miſſed an op- 
0 theſWportunity to mortify the clergy when it of- 
(aid ered, inſtantly interrupting him before he 
entle rould proceed farther in his ſpeech, aſked 


ith a ſmile, In which of your hands, my lord & 
The jeſt put the whole houſe in a roar, but 
d not iu the leaſt diſconcert the biſhop, who 
of 90 | L Welt 


them, for he could neither write nor read. 
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went on with his motion as if no ſuch inter. 
ruption had been made. 


The earl of Rocheſter, in king Charles TI! 
time, was as famous for his frolicks and hy 
mour as he was infamous for his vices ; and 
one day as he was walking in the Park wit 
ſome of his gay companions, be ſaw dota 
Barrow, one of the graveſt divines, and ti 


greateſt mathematician of his time, muſing 2. 


long the Mall, in his waa contemplatin 


manner; and ſo he propoſed to make upt 
him, and have ſome drolicry, as he term'di 
His companions were ready enough to attend 
him; and upon mecting the doctor, lord Re 
cheſter making a very low bow, with gret 
vivacity ſaid, Doctor, a good morning be ju 
I am exceedingly glad to ſee you I am puri 
the «ery Centre of Gravit y. The doch, 
who was not eaſily to be ſurpriſed, perceivt 
kis drift, and with all the compoſure in tit 
world, returned the lowly bow, and ſaid, bi 
Jard, Jam yours 10 the Antipodes. This Py 
his lordſhip to a ſhort pauſe, but as wit is 
dom at a loſs—7o/or, ſaid he, J an pay 
the lousſt pit of Hell. —There then, reply 
the doctor, 7 evil! ave your ler hip n 
pariued bis walk: 


The old earl of Hes who was alte 


wards created a duke, happened, when | 


was in waiting at Court, to be called avi 
; p 
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upon ſome preſſing affairs of his own, but 
promiſed his majeſty that his ſtay ſhould not 
exceed the hour of twelve. Eut when that 
hour came the earl was ſtill abſent; and the 
king, who had enquired for him ſeveral times, 
when he appeared was in ſome diſpleaſure ; 
juſt as he enter'd, however, the clock in the 


mind peculiar to himſelf, went up with his 
cane in a ſeeming paition, and broke the glaſs 
of the clock all to pieces. What is that for, 
laid his majeſty, what provocation has the 
clock given your lordſhip ? <—Provecation ! 
Jaid the earl, nay, jour me ſiy can witneſs it, 
the cock ſtruck firſt, — This ſeafonable jeſt a- 
verted the king's diſpleaſure, who could not 
elp ſmiling, tho' much againſt his will. 


When lord O-f-rd was upon his travels, 


d, during his ſtay at Rome he appeared in a pri- 
dis ate manner, but yet took care to ſee every 
1 ing that was curious in a place ſo much 
„nne admiration of the whole world. It hap- 
eply' pened, however, that notwithſtanding all his 
and ll 


precautions, his quality came to be known 
0 the preſent pope, Lambertini, who, per- 


the Roman See; his holineſs immediately 
pon this notice, ſent a molt friendly invita- 
on to his lordſhip to come and ice the cu- 
rioſities in his own palace, acquainting him 

0 at 


22 


drawing: room ſtruck One, and the earl per- 
ceiving his majeſty angry, by a preſence of 


haps, is the moſt ſenſible man that ever filled 


Er 


— 2 
* a 
e 


1 
Tn Ss 
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3 


there is not perhaps a perſon of more hund 
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at the ſame time, that he ſhould take a par. 


_ ticular ſatisfaction in ſhewing him ſome thing 
that he was ſure he would be pleaſed with, 
His lordſhip return'd a ſuitable anſwer, en 


cuſing himſelf in a polite manner for not i. 
ſiting his holineſs in form, and thanking hin 
for the great honour done him, which k 
knew not how to teſtify better than by: 


ready acceptance of his invitation. Accord 


ingly his lordſhip, next morning, attendedh 
two friends, who were likewiſe upon thei 


travels, went to the palace, and was u. 
ceived by the pope with particular marks d 


honour and reſpect, as being the ſon of a pe 
ſon whoſe character was ſo well know 
throughout Europe; and after conduGuy 
them himſelf through every room in his pk 
lace, and ſhewing them many things thu 
hardly any proteſtant had ever been pe 


mitted to ſee at Rome before; when ti 


were preparing to take their leave, he faidt 
them with a moſt familiar, open, and unt 
ſerved countenance, Gentlemen, I know ji 
want no indulgences, pardons, or abſolutims i 
my hangs, becauſe your religion teaches yu 
laugh at thoſe things; but the bl:ſſing of ans 
man CAN do yiu no harm; and ſo clapping l 
hand reſpectively on their heads, he {a 


' God bleſs you ; God bleſs you; God bleſs you. 


The facetious Harry H-tſ-1!, than who! 


al 
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and ſprightlineſs in converſation breathing, 
being in company with {ome gentlemen of 
the faculty, among whom were two of the 
beſt anatomiſts in England, took occaſion, 
in order to ſtrike out ſomething new, to find 
fault with the ſtructure of the human body; 
for inſtance, ſays he, a man has ten toes, for 
which he ſeems to have no manner of ule, 
and but one little affair for the grand buſineſs 
of propagation, tho' to increaſe and multiply 
was the chief taſk allotted him. Harry, ſaid 
Dr. B—vis, who was one of the company, 


Who finds not providence, all good and wiſe 


Alike in what it gives and what denies ? 


You have had enough to do to keep your One 
little Matter in repair, and if you had hap- 
pened to have had ten of them to nurſe, you 
muſt have been ten times more miſerable. 
| Harry allowed what the doctor ſaid to be 
true, but could not help wiſhing for ten of 'em 
to try, becauſe, ſaid he, it would be ten to 
one if all of them were lame together. 


When the Marquis of Ormond, who fol- 
loved the fortune of king Charles II. in his 
extle, was over in London ſolliciting the 
king's affairs, it was remarked that Oliver 
knew the very day of his arrival and the day 
of his departure, and was informed every 
day what ſteps had been taken, and who he 
had conferred with the day before; but tho? 
a L 3 1 he 
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he iſſued out orders to the magiſtrates of Lon. 


don, and to all his officers to ule their utmo! 
diligence in order to apprehend him, yet al 
was to no purpoſe; which at that time fur- 
priied every body. But when the death of 
Oliver unhinged the new form of govern- 


ment, ſome who were in the ſecreteſt part of 


Cromwell's affairs, began to think how they 
might do ſuch ſervice to the king as to ment 
his regard ; accordingly, Mr. Morcland (af. 
terwards Sir Samuel) who had a poſt in the 
ſecretary's office, ſent an expreſs to his ma- 
jeſty to inform him, what perſons mi 'glt be 


induced to ſerve him, and what methods he 


muſt take to juduce them to it; and what 
other perſons would never ſerve him, what 
profeſſions ſoever they might make. Ee 
made oiter of his own ſervice to his majeliy; 
and, as an inſtance of his fidelity, he adver- 
tiied his majeſty of a perſon wko was much 
truſted by him, and conſtantly betrayed bim; 
that he had eccived a large penſion from 
Cromwell, and that he continually Cave 
Thurloe intelligence of all that he knew; 
but with ſo great circuuiſpection that he wa 
never ſcen in his preſence ; that in his con- 
tract he had promiſed to make ſuch diſco- 
veries as ſhould prevent any Ganger to ib 
ſtate ; but that he would never endanger an 
may 's life, nor bc produced to give m eri. 
dence againſt any; aud this very perſon had 
diſcovered the marquis of Ormond's being in 

London, 
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London, but could not be induced to diſco- 
ver where his lodging was, only undertook 
that bis journey ſhould be ineffettual, and 
that be Hou Quickly return; and then they 
might take hien if they could, to which he 
would not contribute. The gentleman ac- 
cuſed was Sir Richard Will's, win had from 
the beginning to tlic end of the war, given 
teſtimony of his fidelity to the king. He was 
a gentleman very well bred, and of very good 


parts, a courage eminently nov, and a very 


good officer; and in truth Cf ſo general a 
good reputation, that, if the king had pro- 
felled to have harboured any doubt of his ho- 
neſty, his friends would have thought he had 
received 111 impreſſione without ground ; and 


be had given a very late teſtimony of his fin- 


cerity by concealing the marquis of Ormond, 
who had communicated more with him than 
with any man in England during his being 
there. For theſe reaſons, neither the king 
nor thoſe about him could believe this infor- 
mation of Moreland's, but concluded it a 
contrivance to amuſe them; and thereiore 
returned tor anfwer, that the king conielicd 
himſelf much ſatisfied in the information he 
had received, acknowledged the great ſer- 
vice; only trankly declared, that nething 
could convince him of the infidelity of that 
gentleman but the evidence of his cwn hand- 
Writing. The meſlenge r no ſooner brought 
Moreland this letter, than he Giipat ched an- 
other 
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other with all that manifeſtation of the truth, 
that there remained no farther doubt, 4 
great number of letters were ſent, where 
the character was well known; and the in. 
telligence communicated was of ſuch thing 


as were known to very few beſides the per bei 
ſon himſelf. | his 


* Alderman Barber was one of thoſe gente, 
men whom the world diſtinguiſh by the ram 
of Lowers of women ; and tho' he was neue 
married, yet he was ſhrewdly ſuſpected vii 
hold converſation with ſeveral free ladies, af Gr 


well in his declining ſtate of life, as in M bie 
younger days. One morning while he wall £01 
in bed he was viſited by Mr. Deputy B— 
who without any ceremony bolted into bY th: 
chamber, being told he was ill of the gouf on 
The deputy, after the uſual compliment ha 
ſat down and entered into converſation, b fur 
obſerving the curtains to be cloſe drawn, 2, for 
the alderman to be more reſery'd than uſui £0! 


he began to ſuſpe& ſomething more than , ler 
dinary to be the matter, and caſting his eye de 
round the room he ſpy'd a woman's ſhoe ji ſet 
under the bed; Well, Mr. Alderman, ſaid It th 
I hope you are not dangerouſly ill.—1 am a at 
rably tormented in my feet, reply'd the alder in 
man. I don't wonder at that, ſaid the Deputy, bi 
when you wear ſuch narrow-toed ſhoes, reach he 
ing the lady's ſhoe at the ſame time. Tit du 
_ alderman, who could not help ſmiling at - pe 
1 
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diſcovery, laid aſide his forc'd reſerve, and 
ſaid, If that's the caſe, Mr. Deputy, Pl get 


another pair. 


Themiſtocles, the great Athenian general, 
being aſk'd whether he would chuſe to marry 


to a worthleſs man of an eſtate, reply'd, That 
he ſhould prefer a man without an eſtate, to an 
gate without a man. | 


Eginhart, who was ſecretary to Charles the 
Great, was a man of great abilities, and 
highly eſteemed by his maſter and the whole 
court, Imma, the emperor's daughter, was 
ſo pleaſed with his perſon and converſation, 
that ſhe fell in love with him. As ſhe was 
one of the greateſt beauties of the age, Egin- 
hart anſwered her with a more than equal re- 
turn of paſſion. They ſtifled their flames for 
ſome time, under apprehenſion of the fatal 
conſequences that might enſue. Eginhart, at 


deprived of one whom his heart was ſo much 
ſet upon, conveyed himſelf one night into 
the princeſs's apartment, and knocking gently 


in private moſt part of the night; but upon 
his preparing ta go away about break of day, 
he obſerved that there had fallen a great ſnow 
during his ſtay with the princeſs, 'This much 


the 


his daughter to an indigent man of merit, or 


length, reſolving to hazard all rather than be 


at the door, was admitted. He was with her 


perplex'd him, leſt the prints of his feet in 


. 
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chamber, when upon looking thro' the win. 


done but ſhe returned again with the utmoſ 
was extremely troubled and aftonifh'd at this 
till a proper opportunity, In the mean time, 
could not be long a ſecret, determined to 


. retire from court; and in order to it, begg 
the emperor that he would be pleas'd to ci. 


would think of it, and appointed a certail 
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the ſnow might make diſcoveries to the king, gere 
who often uſed to viſit his daughter in the mal 


morning. He acquainted Imma with his rere 


fears; who, after ſome conſultation, pre. hart 
vailed upon him to let her carry him through eim 
the ſnow upon her own ſhoulders. It hay. 
pened that the emperor, not being able 0 
ſleep, was at that time up and walking in lüb 


dow he perceived his daughter tottering ui. þ 
der her burden, and carrying his firſt miniſtr WF” 4 
acroſs the ſnow; which ſhe had no foone: ““ 


ſpeed to her own apartment. The empem WF 


accident; but reſolved to ſpeak nothing of i 


Eginhart, knowing that what he had dons 


miſs him, pretending a kind of diſcontent at 
his not having been rewarded for his long 
ſervices. The emperor would not give a di. 
rect anſwer to his petition, but told him be 


day when he would let him know his plez- A 
ſure. He then called together the gravelt ate; 
his counſellors, and acquainting them witl C 
what he had ſeen, aſked them their advice in 10 
ſo delicate an aftair. Moſt of them were of 


opinion that the perſon could not be too - 
| verel) 
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yerely puniſhed who had thus diſhonoured his 
maſter, Upon the whole debate, the em- 


peror declared it was his opinion, that Egin- 
hart's puniſhment wovid rather increaſe than 
ciminith the ſhame of his family, and that 
therefore he thought it the molt adviſable 
way, to wear out the memory of the fact, by 
marrying him to his daughter. Accordingly, 
Fginhart was called in, and acquainted by 
the emperor, 7 hat he ſhould no los ger hawe any 
retence of complaining his ſcrvices wvere not re- 


warded, for that the princeſs Imma ould be 


given him in marriage, with a dower ſuitable 
jo her quality; which was ſoon after per- 
formed accordingly. | 


The Cordcliers tell a ſtory of their founder 
dt, Francis, that as he paſſed the ſtreet in the 
atk of the evening, he diſcovered a young 
fellow with a maid in a corner: upon which 
the good father, ſay they, lifted up his hands 
to heaven with a ſecret thankſgiving, that 
tlere was flill ſo much chriſtian charity left in 
tbe world, 


When Pyrrhus, king of Epyrus, had ſhewn - 


tae utmoſt fondneſs for an expedition he had 
meditated againſt the Romans, Cyneas, his 
1 * . 

chief favourite, aſked him what he propoſed 


to himſelf by this war? Why, ſays Pyrrhus, 


to conquer the Romans and reduce all Italy 
to my obedience, What then, ſays Cyneas ? 
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To paſs over into Sicily, ſays Pyrrhus, ant 
then all the Sicilians muſt be our ſubjec 
And what does your majeſty intend next 
Why truly, ſays the king, to conquer Cr. 
thage, and make myſelf maſter of all Africa 
And what, Sir, ſays the miniſter, is to be 
the end of all your expeditions? Why then, 


ſays the king, for the reſt of our lives wel 


fit down to good wine. How, Sir, reply 
Cyneas, to better than we have now bifin 
us ? Have we not already as much as we wn 


drink ? 


There is a Jewiſh tradition concerning M0. 
es, that deſerves to be remem «red. Tha 
great prophet, it is ſaid, was ca ad up bya 
voice from heaven to the top of a u untain; 
where, in a conference with the Supreme 
Being, he was permitted to propoſe. to hin 
ſome queſtions concerning his adminiſtration 
of the univerſe. In the midſt of his divin 
colloquy, he was commanded to look down 
on the plain below. At the foot of tix 
mountain there iſſued out a clear ſpring of 
water, at which a ſoldier alighted from hi 
orſe to drink.. He was no ſooner gone thai 
alittle boy came to the ſame place, and find- 
ing a purſe of gold which the ſoldier hat 
dropped, took it up and went away with it 
Immediately after this came an infirm old 
man, weary with age and travelling, and 


having quenched his thirſt, ſat down arts 
im - 
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himſelf by the fide of the ſpring. The ſol- 
dier, miſſing his purſe, returns in ſearch of it, 
and demands it of the old man, who affirms 
he had not ſeen it, and appeals to heaven in 
witneſs of his innocence. The ſoldier, not 
believing his proteſtations, kills him. Moſes 
fell an his face with horror and amazement, 
when the Divine Voice thus prevented his 
expoſtulation : Be not ſurpriſed, Moſes, nor 
ak why the Judge of the whole earth has fuf- 
fered this thing to come to paſs. The child 
is the occaſion that the blood of the old man 
is ſpilt ; but know, that the old man whom 


thou ſaweſt was the murderer of that child's 
father. 


A young negro wench of colonel Maſon's 
in Maryland, began to breed very early, and 


had at the firſt birth a negro ; in leſs than a 
twelvemonth after, ſhe was delivered of twins, 
amulatto girl and a negro boy. 'Tho' born at 


one time, they were believed in the fa- 


mily tobe the children of different fathers, as, 
beſides her negro huſband, it was well known 
that her overſeer, a white man, called Tho- 
mas Phim, kept company with her, to the 
no ſmall uneaſineſs of her black huſband. 
But the appearance of the children was a 


proof ſtronger than any witneſſes ; for, Auſtin, 


the boy, was as black a negro as could be 
ſeen, and had ſhort, curled, woolly hair, 
and in every other reſpe& was like other ne- 
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groes; but the twin, Sarah, was as remark. 
ably white, with blue eyes, and long, black 
hair that reached to her waiſt. This girl be. 
ing aſked the reaſon of this Aer der in the 
colour of her children, reply'd, She Had locked 
al fealed recds in the avater, and that, ſhee be. 
licvcd, had made her children tack and aubite. 


Old juſtice Miller, when he was upwarg 
of ſeventy, married a young girl about nine- 


teen, and as he knew he muſt be the jeſt of 


his acquaintance, who would be {ure to rally 
him on the occaſion, he. reſolved to be pre. 
pared for them ; and accordingly, when any 
of his intimate friends came to ſee him, after 
the firſt ſalutations had pailed, he was ſureto 


begin the converſation by ſaying, he beliered 


he could tell them news ; they naturally aſk'l 
him, What? His reply was, I hawe marry 

119 taylor” daughter. Why did you 9 ? c,, 
How came you to do it ? was generally the 
return. Why, ſaid tlic old gentleman, th; fa 
ther had fitted me very ww; J for forty years tab 
and | thought the duughter might ft me as aul 
for forty years io come. 


Mr. Humphreys, a gentleman no leſs an. 
cient than the jullice, after marrying a youly 
wite, was obſerved to loſe his fore-tceth vey 
faft, lo that he had ſcarce one left in his up- 
per jaw. Being in company at a club of hs 
acquaintance, oue ſaid Mr. Hump: ;reys ha 
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loft his teeth by lying too much upon his face 
and preſſing them out; another, that youn 

ladies lips had an attractive quality, and he 
had loſt em by too much kiſſing; a third, 
that poſſibly they might be looſened while he 
was a batchelor. In ſhort, every one in com 
pany had ſomething to ſay on ſo jocular a 
ſubject. But when they had all done, the 
old gentleman ſaid, he believed none of em 
had hit upon the true cauſe of his misfortune, 
but he would ſatisfy them. 7+ is an obſerva- 
tim among naturaliſts, ſaid he, that no crea- 
ture with horns ever has any teeth in its upper 
jaw ; and that, gentlemen, I hope will ſatisfy 
eu as to the bſs of mine. 


The metempſichoſis, or tranſmigration of 
fouls, was not the doctrine of Pythagoras a- 
lone ; the Bramins of Malabar teach it to this 
day ; of which, an Engliſh captain narrowly 
eſcaped feeling the effects; for, trading along 
the coaſt, and going one day aſhore, he un- 
luckily ſhot a bird called Perumel, which 
carries one of their gods of the firſt rank. A 
Malabarian ſaw it; and accuſed him; where- 
upon, the people in the neighbouring villages 
immediately aſſembled, ſeized the facrile- 
gious perſon, and he was going to be facri- 
iced, when a Jew, to fave the captain's | 
life, and get himſelf a fee, adviſed him to 
own the crime, and make the following de- 
tence ; My father who has been dead ſome time, 
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«vas thrown into the ſea, and was become a 
| carp, the Perumel was going to devour him be. 
fore my eyes; and could Iſuffer it? His judges 
ſtruck with the juſtneſs of his plea, acquitted 
him. 


Dr. Mead tells a ſtory of a young man in 
Scotland, who was bit by a mad dog, and 
was married the ſame morning. He ſpent, 
as uſual, the whole day till late at night in 
mirth, dancing and drinking ; in the morn- 
ing he was found in bed raving mad; his 
| bride, a horrible ſpectacle, dead by him, her 
belly torn open with his teeth, and her en- 
trails twiſted round his bloody hands. He 
remarks upon this ſtory, that the heat of the 
blood and ſpirits from exceſs of exerciſe and 
wine, but more perhaps from the tranſports 
of paſſion in the firſt fury of conjugal em- 
braces, had no doubt in this calamity given 
ſuch advantage to the venom, that its power 
was raiſed to a greater degree in leſs than 
twenty-four hours, than in common acci- 
dents of this kind it acquires in as many 
days. 


The late Mr. Blunt, a Roman catholic gen- 
tleman of A HO and large property in 
Oxfordſhire, had contracted an intimacy with 
Mr. Wagſtaff, a quaker, of Henley upon 
Thames, who had two handſome daughters; 
the girls were free and good-natured, 25 2 
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father was jocoſe and dry. One time Mr. 
Wagſtaff happening to dine at the Squire's 
upon a fiſh day, took occaſion to talk of re- 


ligion, and wondered that Mr. Blunt, who 


was a man of ſenſe, ſhould deny h mſelf the 
pleaſure of eating like other folks; for thee 
knoweſt, ſays the quaker, what the ſcripture 
faith, that it is not what goeth into the man 
that defileth the man. Mr. Blunt, willing to 
put an end to that kind of diſcourſe, as the 
prieſt was preſent, readily reply'd with a 
imile, I know, friend Wagſtaff, i bat muſt be 
a favourite doftrine of yours, becauſe you taught 
ito early to your own daughters. 


Counſellor Layer, who about the year 18, 
was try'd and executed for being concerned 
in a plot againſt his late majeſty, was ſo no- 
torious a Jacobite, that he had ſeveral times 
been taken up, and had been in cuſtody of 
one of the king's meſſengers for mouchs to- 
gether, inſomuch that he had got great with 
the meſſenger's wife, who afterwards came 
frequently to viſit him at his chambers in the 
Temple. It happen'd, however, that, pre- 
vious to the di{covery of the plot for which 
he was executed, the government had notice 
of the arrival of the duke of Berwick in Lon- 
don, and the meſſengers had orders iſſued 
immediately from the ſecretary's office to 
ſearch all ſuſpected houſes, and particularly 
counſellor Layer's chambers, in order if poſ- 
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ſible to apprehend him. Theſe orders were 
not kept ſo ſecret, but they ſoon came to the 
knowledge of the meſſenger” S Wife, who took 
the firſt opportunity to appriſe Layer of the 
danger, and if the duke were with him to 
contrive ſome method to convey him away, 
The duke was there ſure enough, and the 
meſſengers were cloſe at the lady's heels. 


Something was therefore to be reſoly'd ”y 


quickly ; Layer propoſed to the lady to fir 
herſelf inſlantly and go into bed.—Th1 . 
peared a deſperate ſcheme, as ſhe every m 


ment expected her huſband to come and te 


tect her; but Layer ſwore damnation to him 
if any harm ſhould come to her, and at tle 
{ame time ſaid, there was no other way 1 
preſcrve the duke. The lady conſented, and 
was ſcarce undreſs'd when the meſſenger 
came thundering at the door, It was ear 
in the morning, and Layer jumped out of 
bed, as it might ſeem, in his ſhirt, and go- 
ing to the door, demanded in a evere tone of 


voice, Who they were, and what their but 


neſs was with him? The anſwer was, They 


came by the king's authority, and de mandel 
immediate admittance.— I he counſellor 0- 


pened the door, and ſeemed under great ſur- 
priſe ; when the gentleman whoſe wile wa 
in bed, ſaid, Mr Layer, you may make 
yourſelf eaſy, we have no warrant azaink 
you if you do not harbour the duke of Ber- 


wick ; but our order is to ſearch your * 
(13 
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bers narrowly, which you mult not oppoſe. 
Layer, with a ſmile ſaid, if that were all, he 
hoped as they were gentlemen, they would 
behave as ſuch ; and if their buſineſs was on- 
ly with the duke of Berwick, they could have 
nothing to do with his amours ; and there- 
fore, as they had ſurpriſed tim at a very un- 
lucky time when he had a lady with him, 
they would be civil enough not to put her to 
the bluſh by inſiſting upon ſeeing her face, as 
he would give them a more convincing de- 
monſtration that no duke of Berwick was in 
bed; and as to every other part of his cham- - 
vers, they were welcome to ſearch even to 
his ſtrong box. And io begging their pa- 
tience till matters were prepared, he care- 
fully turned up the cloaths as high as the la- 
dy's middle, and by pretending to cover her 
face, ſo artfully concealed the duke, who lay 
acroſs the bed under the bolſter, with the la- 
dy's head upon his breait, that no ſuſpicion 
could ariſe of fo {ſudden a contrivance ; and 
men turning up her ſhift, he deſired them to 
be ſatisfied that tho' the perſon there might 
be a dutcheſs, yet for the preſent ſhe coulc 

have no concern with a duke. The fight fer 
them all a laughing, and the huſband ſaid, 
the duke muſt deal with the pope and the devil 
too if be could hide himſelf in that little hole; 
and fo went and rummaged the reſt of the 
lodgings. 


There 
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There is a ſtory told of a ſtratagem of Oliver 
Cromwell's, that exceeds this in ſtretch of 
poliey, but of a more deliberate kind. Car. 
denas, when he was ambaſſador in England 
from the court of Spain, tho' he had been 
treated with uncommon reſpect by Cromwell, 
yet could never be brought to betray any of 
the ſecrets of his court, or enter into any 
meaſures whatever to the prejudice of his na- 
tion, in favour of the protector's views; yet 
in point of policy the protector was too cun. 
ning for him; for while he was making pro. 
digious naval preparations for the war againſt 
Spain, he had the addreſs to make its miniſter 
believe, that the fleet which was fitting out 
was to be ſent to ſuccour the Spaniards a- 
gainſt the duke of Guiſe ; and in this manter 
he amuſed him, till the burning the galleons 
by Blake, opened his eyes. Cardenas re- 
ſented this ſo much that when he was after: 
wards recalled, he traverſed every propoſal of 
Cromwoell's at the court of Madrid; ſo that 
while he remained there in office, the pro- 
tector found he was not likely to carry any 
point. He therefore determined his deltruc- 
tion, tho' it was no eaſy matter to effect it, a 
his credit was great not only with the king 
his maſter, but with the whole Spaniſh court. 
Cromwell had conceived a way, however, 
that he thought would accompliſh his ruin; 
and to put it in execution he ſent for the 
Keeper of Newgate, and privately rey 
5 | | WI: 
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with him into his cloſet, aſced him many que- 


tions concerning the ſeveral qualifications of 
his priſoners, and among the reſt if he had 
any in his cuſtody remarkable for houſe- 
breaking, The goaler told him, there was 
a fellow under ſentence of death, that he be- 
lieved could get in or out of any houſe in the 
world, if his hands were at liberty. Him the 
protector deſired to ſee, and him the goaler 
went inſtantly and fetch'd. The fellow was 


ſucha miſerable woe-begon wretch that Crom 


well ſtood aftoniſh'd at the fight of him, and 
more ſo at the ſpecimens of his art which he 
practiſed at the inſtance of his keeper, on 
locks of the moſt curious contrivance ; theſe, 
tho of different forms, he readily opened, 
and ſaid, there was no lock ever made that 


he would not undertake to open in the ſame. 


manner. The keeper was then ordered to 
withdraw, and the protector, after ſome pri- 
vate diſcourſe with the fellow, remanded him 


back to Newgate under the ſame guard that 


brought him, But at the dead of night he 
ſent a truſty perſon to Newgate, with a war- 
rant ſigned in form to the keeper, for his re- 
leaſement, and with orders to bring him a- 
gain into his preſence to receive ſome inſtruc- 
tions. When the fellow came the ſecond 
time, the protector then ſhewed him a plan of 
a garden and pavilion, into which he was to 
make his way by opening a certain number 
of locks, each of which had three keys; and 

„ then 
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then he aſked him if he thought he could ef. 
fect it, promiſing him not only a free pardon 
but a conſiderable reward for his pains. The 
fellow ſaid he could. The protector told hin 
he ſhould be conducted to the place where 
the ſervice was to be perform'd, and then he 
would have a letter given him, which he wg 
to drop under a table that he would find in 
the middle of the pavilion, as there repre. 
ſented in the plan. This was all the felloy 
was entruſted with, and care had been take 
to provide him ſuitable apparel, and ever 
thing neceſſary for his journey and the {er 
vice he was to perform; ſo that he no ſooner 
received his inſtructions than he was hurry 
off immediately, and put on board the yell 
that carried him to Spain. The perſon t 
whoſe conduct he was intruſted had his in 
ſtructions likewiſe; but as the one did nd 
know where he was to be carried, fo the 6- 
ther was not acquainted with the buſineſs d 
his companion when he had broiiglit him t 
the determin'd place and given him the letter; 
but was inftintly to leave him to himſelf, and 
repair to Venice with another letter, will 
he was to deliver to the Eng}iſh envoy thert 
Each of theſe performed his ſervice puuctralh 
The letter the felon carried was directed t0 
Don Cardenas, ſecretary of ſtate to the Spe 
niſh king; a d was written in Engliſh wit 
_ Cromwell's own hand, chanting him for tit 
care he had taken to perform his engage 
ment, 
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9 
ments, and acquainting him the 20,000]. ſter- 
ling which had been ſtipulated was lodged in 
the bank of Venice for his uſe, and that he 
might draw for it whenever he pleaſed. This 


letter, as Cromwell had foreſeen, was picked 


up by the kirg, whoſe cuſtom was to repair 
to that pavilion every morning to deliberate 
on the weighty affairs of the nation, and to 
read diſpatches, as well as to receive the ad- 
vice and aſſiſtance of his council, The king 
knowing the hand, but not underſtanding the 
contents, was greatly alarmed, and imme- 
diatelß ſent for the Engliſh agent, who read 
the contents to his majeſty, but proteſted his 
wnorance as to any lecret intelligence be- 
tween Cardenas and his maſter, who, he ſaid, 
was of ſuen a temper as never to entrult a ſe- 
cond perſon with things of that nature. This 
mcreaſed his majeſty's apprebhenſions, and 
when the council aſftembled, Cardenas was 
ordered to withdraw, and the letter was pro- 
duced by the king, with an account of its 
contents and the manner of finding it ; add- 
ing, that Cardenas was indeed the laſt man 
that ſat there except his majeſty, the evening 
before it was found. All unanimouſly pro- 
rounced him a traytor ; and his whole con- 
duct, while at the Engliſh court, was recalled 
to mind, and urged in proof of it ; but his 
majelty, whoſe affection for him was ſincere, 
was unwilling to judge ſo raſhly of him with- 
wt further evidence, and knowing the uo 

188 tihce 


——U U TS 


i360 ANECDOTES, &c: 


fices of courtiers to diſgrace or ſupplant one 
another in their princes favour, and that it 
might not be impoſſible that ſome other of 
the council might counterfeit ſuch a letter) 
and drop it there with a deſign to ruin Car. 
denas, propoſed to trace the affair to the 
bottom before paſſing ſentence, by ſending to 
Venice to know if ſuch a preciſe ſum waz 
lodged in the bank there, by whom lodyed, 
and for whoſe uſe. His majeſly's propoſal 
was thought reaſonable, and a meſſenger wa 
immediately diſpatched to the Spaniſh mi. 
niſter at Venice to make ſtrict inquiry into 
the above particulars. The meſſenger re- 
turned, and brought with him the origind 
order, dated the ſame day with the letter to 
Cardenas, written with the ſame hand, and 
to remove all ſuſpicion, ſealed with the pro- 
tector's own ſeal and the great ſeal of Eng: 
land annex'd.——'There now remained nd 
farther doubt. Cardenas was infamouſly de 
graded, and his eſtate confiſcated : but hi 
majeſty. by reaſon of his age and long ſer 
vices, thought fit to ſpare his life. h 


During the warm diſputes in Sacheyerclls 
time between the High-Church and the Low, 
an encounter happened in King's-ftrect, Welt 
minſter, between the mobs of the two pat 
ties. The Low-Church prevailing drove th: 
Tories quite to Weſtminſter Ferry, where tie! 


ammunition of ſtones and brick-bats failing, 


the 
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they paſſed their time very indifferently, till 
Rll, the non-juring parſon, who ſaw the 
diſtreſs of his party, threw himſelf in the way. 
God Almighty bleſs you, doctor, cry'd ſome of 
the ringleaders, paſs along, we mean you no 
harm; you need not be afraid. — TI afraid ! ſaid 
he dryly, no, no, I aſſure you, I am not afraid 
of myſelf, but of that good woman's 0y/lers ; 
pointing to a woman who ſat near them. 
They took the hint, and down went the poor 
woman's baſket, and the mob ſupply'd hem 
ſelves with plenty of ammunition, which 
they would never have thought of, had they 
not been forbidden the uſe. 


A ſtory is told to the honour of a Roman 
ſoldier, that when Cæſar landed in Britain, 
one of his legions being purſued by the ene- 
my took refuge in a moraſs, on which, a pri- 
rate centinel poſting himſelf in a narrow paſs, 
bravely, defended it with his ſword, and ſtopt 
the purſuers, till his party diſengaging them- 
ſelves retired in good order. Cæſar, who had 
been a ſpectator of his bravery, ran to him, 
embraced him, and extolled his courage be- 
fore the whole army. But the ſoldier think- 
ng himſelf unworthy of the honour, threw 
himſelf at Cæſar's feet, and moſt earneſtly 


begged forgiveneſs for having left his ſhield 
behind, 3 
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In a long march which the young pre. 
tender had made in Lancaſhire, through very 
bad roads, in the late rebellion, he had wore 
a hole in his ſhoe; upon his arrival at the 
firſt village, he ſent for a blackſmith and or. 
dered him to make a thin plate of iron, which 
was fallened to the bottom of the ſole Then 
paying him for his labour, ſaid, My lad, thu 
art the firſt blackſmith that cver ſhod the ſunif 
a hing. | 


raw country boy in the late war having 

2 ſtrong fancy to go to ſea, entered on board 
a piivatcer. An engagement foon happered 
with a French ſtip of greater force, in which 
the boy deſired a muſket and ball to Kill the 
French captain; for, adds he, I was alway! 
ſure of a carrion crow, and can hit a maik 
as well as the gunner himſelf : but the boy' 

requeſt was diſregarded, the privateer give 
up, and the whole crew made prifoncrs and 

carricd into France, where the boy was dal 

reciting the ſtory of his offer, always con. 

cluding we ſhould not have been here if I had 

been heard. Well, ſays one of the owner, 

if I live to get to England, I'll have anotter 

ſhip, and a captain that ſhall try thee. It 

did ſo; and the firſt engagement they wer 

in, the boy fetch'd down the officers ſo fa 

that the enemy preſently ſtruck. Aud 19 

ſays the boy, for the kenour of old England,ls 
| Jab. a while French COnPANY» 
55 Aditi 


wer 


ANEC DOT ES, Cc. 135 


Admiral Blake, when he commanded the 
Engliſh fleet, procured a ſhip for his own 
brother upon a ſuppolition that he was a man 
of courage as we l as himſelf ; but coming to 
action his brother's heart fail'd, and he be- 
tray d cowardice on the firſt trial; on which 
the admiral inſtantly broke him, and ſent him 


my brother can't face the enemy on board a fhip, 
be may yet ſerve his country at the piough-tail. 
And to find him employment, he left him his 
whole eſtate when he died. 


Mr. Harriot was author of a great diſco- 
very in Algebra, which he printed at Lon- 


Geometry, in which he inſerted the ſame in- 


he had it, and for which he was admir'd by 
all the foreigners who had not ſeen the other. 
Some time after, Sir Charles Cavendiſh, bro- 
ther to the firſt duke of Newcaſtle, who was 
well ſkill'd in mathematics, was at Paris, 
netz and he diſcourſing there with Mr. Roberval, 
"ther a famous geome:rician, concerning that piece 
of Des Cartes, then lately publiſhed, I ad- 
mire, ſaid Roberval, that thought of Des 
Cartes, of putting over the whole equation 
o one fide, and making it equal to nothing. 
The reaſon why you admire, laid Sir Charles, 


maß ere an Engliſhinan, you would not adm:re 
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home with this farcaftical ſaying, That th 


con, and afterwards Des Cartes publiſh'd his 


vention, without taking notice from whom 


is becauſe you are a Frenchman, for if you 
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it. Why ſo? reply'd Roberval. Becauſe MW A 
faid Sir Charles, we in England know whence MW ir 
he had it, namely, from Harriot's Algebra MW t: 
Next time you come to my chamber, added ta 
Sir Charles, I will ſhew it you; which ſome hi 
time after he did; and upon peruſal of i 2 
M. Roberval cry'd out, 1! a wien, il a vin; b. 
He had ſeen it, he had ſeen it; he's a thief ce 
and a plagiary. ſo 


Lewis XIV. of France, during Q. Annes 7* 
war, made uſe of a very politic ſtratagem u ve 
recruit his army after its be almoſt ruin w 
by the ſiege of Turin, the battle of Ramellie, MW <a 

and the relief of Barcelona. It happened u lit 
be a time of prodigious ſcarcity, and ther. tie 
fore his majeſty iſſued out money, and ſeat] ed 
ſhips to Egypt, Syria, Conſtantinople, au af 
other places where corn was cheap, and fle Je 
his magazines, and while his generals wer Cie 
ſurpriſed that he iſſued no orders about levis ©! 
he only commanded them to take care th Ce 
bis ſoldiers ſhould have plenty of bread, and Ot 
to publiſh it every where that it was his ma. O 
jeſty's ſtrict orders. On this the poor ſtar. {a: 
ing peaſants ran every where to the office ll lat 
and liſted ſo faſt, that tho' they wanted eig In 
thouſand men, the army was filled up vit by 


out any expence for levies, beſides ten bis 
new regiments by way of augmentation. + 
3 0 


Captal 
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Captain Clarke, trafficking on the coaſt of 
Africa, went up the country where he was 
introduced to a Mooriſh kigg, who being 
taken with the poliie behaviour of the c-p- 
tain, put ſuch confidence in him as to erirutl 
him with his ſon, about eighteen years cf ge, 
and another fpright'y youth of quality to be 
brought up in England. The captain re- 
ceived them with great civility, but baſely 
ſold them for ſlaves. Shortly after he did, 
and on the ſhip's return home, the officers 
related the whole affair; on which the go— 
vernment ſent to pay their ranſom, and they 
were brought to England and put under the 
care of the right honourable the earl of Hal- 
lifax, firſt commiſtoner of trade and planta- 
tions, who gave orders for cloathing and 
educating them in a very geitee] manner; 
after which they were introduced o his ma- 
jeſty, richly dreſſed, who received them gra- 
ciouſly and made them handſome pretents. 
On the firſt of February, 49 they went to 
Covent Garden theatre to ſee the trag: dy of 
Uroonoko, where, on ſeeing perſons oi their 
own colour on the ſtage, app arem ly in the 
ſame diſtreſs from wi.ich they had been ſo 
lately delivered, the tender interview between 
Imoinda and Oroonoko, who was betray'd 
by the treachery of a captain, bis account of 
his ſufferings, and the repeated abuſe of his 
placability and confidence, ſo ftrongly af- 
jected the young prince, that he was fuiced 

* to 
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to retire at the end of the fourth act. Hi 
companion ſtaid, but wept the whole time, 
which attracted the eyes of the whole au. 
dience. 


[ In Nov. 1738 theſe princes were baptize 
by the reverend Mr, T' erret. 


The late duke of Montague being in com- 
pany with ſome other noblemen, propoſed: 
wager, that let a man advertiſe to do the 
moſt i imp Oſlible thing in the world, he would 
find oo] in London to fill a playhouſe, who 
Would | think bam 1 in carneit, Surely, ſaid the 
earl of \ 2, if a man ſhould {ay, he coul 
jump into a quart bottle, nobody could be. 
lieve that. The duke was flagger'd a little 
but for the jeſt's ſake determined to try tle 
experiment; accordingly, a perſon advertiled 
that next day (Jan. 17, 1749) at the theatre 
in the Hay arket he would play on 2 
common waiking-cane the muſic of ever) 
* wirament now in uſe, to ſurpriſing perfer 
tion; that he would, on the ſtage, get into 
* a tavern quart- bottle, without equavoct 
; tion; and while there ſing ſeveral ſongs, 
and ſunter any ipeaatcr to handle the bottle; 
© that. if rad "pea a or ſhould come maſk, 
he would, equeſted, declare who they 

Were; chat, in a private room, he would 
produce the repreſentation of any perſon 
dead, with wem the party quay 7 

Qu 
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might converſe ſome minutes as if alive.” 
In conſequence of this advertiſement a great 
company came, waited till ſeven at night, 
then growing impat ent and noiſy, a perſon 
came before the curtain, and declared, that 
if tbe performer did not appear, the money 
ſhould be return'd ; one in the pit then cry- 
ing out, For double prices the conjurer will go 
into a pint-bottle, a tumult began, and a per- 
{on in one of the boxes threw a lighted can- 
dle on the ſtage : the greatelt part of the ſpec- 
tators hurried out, and che mob breaking in, 
they tore down the inſide of the houſe, and 
burnt it in the ſtreet. During the confuſion, 


[the money which was ſecured in a box, ac- 


cording to contract with the owner of the 


| houſe, was carried off. Several perſons of 


high rank being preſent, the pickpockets 


| made a good booty; among the reſt the D— 
of C— —<d loſt his fine tword, for which 


a reward of thirty guineas was advertiſed, to 
the no ſmall diverſion of thoſe who were in 
the ſecret. | 


The lady Elizabeth Pie cy, being heireſs 
to the great Northumberland eſtate, her mo- 
ther was much concerned about providing a 
ſuitable match for her; accordingly ſhe was 
twice married while an infant; firſt, to Henry 
Cavendiſh, earl of Ogle, only ſon to the duke 
of Newcaſtle, who died an infant ; next, to 
Thomas Thynae, Eſq; a young gentleman 1 

va 
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vaſt eſtate, who was barbarouſly murdered in 
Pall-Mall through the inſtigation of count 
Coningſmark, a foreign nobleman, who had 
got acquainted with this lady at the court of 
Hanover, while ſhe was yet undetlower', 
and wanted to marry her; upon this accident 
various rumours were ſpread, and among the 


_ reſt one, that it was a judgment upon Thynne 


for debauching a young map of good 
family under colour of marrying her, and 
baſely deſerting her when his uncle died and 


left him 10,0001. a year. Ay, ſaid a grave 


divine to whom this was told, this murder hai 
never happen'a, if Thynne had ether marry'd th 
woman he had lain with, or lain wwith the lad 
he had married. 1 ” 


Sir Philip de Somervile held the manors d 
Whychenovre, Sireſcot, Ridware, Netherton, 
and Cowlee, all in Com. Stafford, of the eat! 
of Lancaſter, by this memorable {ervice 


The ſaid Sir Philip ſhall find, maintain, ant 


ſuſtain, one Bacon-Flitch, hanging in his hal 
at Whychenovre, ready arrayed all times d 
the year, but inLent, to be given to every mat 
or woman married, after the day and the yea 
of their marriage be paſt, in form followig: 
W henſoever any one foch as is before nam 


will come to enquire for the bacon, in tie 
own perſon, they ſhall come to the bailiff, 
to the porter of the lordſhip of When 
5 55 an 
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and ſhall ſay to them in the manner as en- 
ſueth ; | | 
« Bailiff, or porter, I doe you to know, 


that l am come for my{elf, to demand one 


« bacon-flitch hang ng in tke hall of the lord 
of Whychenovre, after the fo:m thereunto 
belonging.“ 

After which relation, the bail.f or porter 
ſhall aſſign a day to him, upon p omiſe by 
his faith to return, and with him to bring 
twain of his neighbours. And in the mean 
time the ſaid bailiff ſhall take with hom twain 
of the freeholders of the lordihip of Whyche- 
novre, and they three ſhall go to the maror 
of Rudlow, belon;ing to Robert Knightleye, 
and there ſhall ſummon the afo «laid Kniyht- 
leye, or his bailiff, commanding him to be 
ready at Whychenovre the day appointed, at 
prime of day, with his carriage. that is 0 
lay, a horſe and a ſaddle, a ak ard a prike, 
tor to convey the {aid bacon and con a j ir- 
ney out of the county of $.aitord, at his cult- 
ages. And then the ſald bailift ſtail, wi h 
the ſaid freeholders, ſummon al! the tenants 
of the ſaid manor, to be ready at the day 
appointed at Whychenovre, for to do and per- 
form the ſervice whicn thes -e the bacon, 
And at the day aſſigned, all i: ch as owe ler- 
Vices to the bacon, hall be ready at the gate 
of the manor of Whychenovre, from the ſan- 
ring to noon, attend nz and awaiting for 
ite coming of him who fetcheth the bacon. 

And 
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And when he is come, there ſhall be deliver 
to him and hi: fellows, chapelets; and to ai ef 
thoſe which ſhall be there, to do their ſervice 
due to the bacon. And they ſhall lead HM 
ſaid demandant with trumps and tabours, a, 
other manner of minſtrelſy, to the hall-dea Wk+. 
where he ſhall, the lord of Whichenovre, 9 
hi: ſteward, be ready to deliver the bacon i 
this manner, 

He fhall enquire of him which demandet 
the bacon, if he have brought twain of ti 
neighbours with him; who muſt anſye, 
They be hire ready. And then the ſtewal 
ſhall cauſe theſe two neighbours to ſwear, i 
the ſaid demandant be a wedded man, d 
have been man wedded ; and if ſince his mit 
riage one year and a day be paſt: and ite 
be a freeman or a villain? And if his ſal 
neighbours make oath, that he hath for hin 
all theſe three points rehearſed ; then ſhall th 
bacon be taken down and brought t- the hal 
door, and ſhall then be laid upon one hai 
quarter of wheat, and upon one other of rye. 
And he that demanderh the bacon ſha!l xe 1.0: 
upon his knee, and ſhal! hold his ri, ht hand his 
upon a book, which book ſhall be laid upon nor 
the bacon and the corn, ard ſhall make oa bac 
in this manner. e tru 

Here ye, Sir Philip de Somerwile, lord mi. 
Whychenovre, mayntener and gyver of this i che 
conne; That 1 A, fithe I wedded B my wif" lor 
aud fithe I bad hyr in my kepyng, and at "| 


. | 


ANECDOTES, G. 143 


lle, by a year ard a day after our marriage, 
would not ha ve chaunged for none other, farer 

e fou ler; richer ne pourer ; ne ſor none other 

eſcended of greater lynage ; ſ[cpying ne waking 

at noo tyme. And if the ſeyd B avere fole andT 

oe, I would toke her to be my wife before all 
the euymen of the worlde, of what condiciones 

eber they be, good or ewylle ; as help me God 

ud his ſeyites, and this fleſh and all flejhes. 

And his neighbours ſhall make oath, that 


le hey truſt verily he hath ſaid truly. And if it 
ü de found by his neighbours before named, 
ver that he be a frec man, there ſhall be delivered 
Yard 


to him half a quarter of wheat and a cheeſe ; 
and if he be a villain, he ſhall have half a 
quarter of rye without cheeſe. And then ſhall 
Knightleye, the lord of Rudlow, be called 
for, to carry all the things tofore rehcarled ; 


and the ſa1i corn ſhall be laid on one horſe, 
hing and the bacon above it; and he to whom the 
| tne bacon appertaineth ſhall aſcend upon his horſe, 
bal. 2nd mall take the cheeſe beiore him, if he 
hal have a horſe. And if he have none, the lord 
bs of Whychenovre ſhall cauſe him to have one 
nee 


Lorie and ſaddle, to ſuch time as he be paſied 
band his loraſhip; and fo ſhall they depart the ma- 
Moa ror of Wnycheyovre with the corn and the 
oat i bacun, tofore him that hato won it, with 
[tumpets, tabourets, and other manner of 
4 5 intirellie. And all the irce tenants of Why- 
, chenovre ſhall conduct him to be paſſed the 
if WY loraſhip of Whycheuorre. And then hall 
tm mf Ol: they 
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they all return; except him, to whom apper. MW nig 
taineth to make the carriage and journey MM whi 
without the county of Staſtord, at the coſts of Ml an 
hi: lord of Whychenovre. abe 


Not many years agothe then earl of Pembroke WM 1 
who in a rencounter by night in the ſtreets of nit 
Madiii had the misfortune to kill his man, ,. 
fled into a church-porch for ſanctuary. Lean. W17 
ing againſt the door, he was ſurpriſed to find %. 
it open, and a glimmering light in the church. 

He had the courage to advance towards the 8 
light, but was terr.bly ſtartled at the fight of Mr: 
a woman in white, who aſcended from a grave Noa 
with a bloody knife in her hand The phan- Writ 
tom marched up to him, and aſked what he eile 
did chere. He told her the truth without fe. ton 
ſerve, bclievin: that he had met a gholt. bad 
Upon which, ſhe ſpoke to him in the follow. Nor 
ing manner: Srrangtr, theu art in my pre iMilvar 

I um a murderer as thou art. Know then, that the 
1 ama nun of a roll: fumily. A baſe, prrjurtl 
men undid nie, and bo. fied of it. I ſoon hat 
him diſpatch'd; tut not content with the mur- 
dir, I have bribed the ſexton to lit me enter bi 
grate, and have fluck'd out his frlſe heart fron 
his body; and thus I uſe a traitor's heart. Al 
theſe words ſhe tore it in pieces, and trampkd 
it under her feet. 


An old fellow of a college being preſſed 
by the ſociety to come into ſomething 4 
mighi 
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Vent redound to the honour of the College to 
wich he belong'd, ſaid, That, for his part, he 
of Wl came there to carry the honours of his College 
away if he cou'd ; but they mizht do as they lièł d. 


e A lewd young fellow ſeeing an aged her- 
mit go by him bare foot, Father, ſays he, you 
re in a very miſerable condition if there is not 
rot her cri. True, ſon, ſaid the nermit, 
but avhat is thy condition if there is? 


Sir Richard Steel tells a ſtory of a young 
2gmatical fellow in the country, who upon 
rcading over the Whole Duty of Man, had 
written the names of ſeveral perſons in the 
!lage at the fide of every fin which is men- 
toned by that excellent author; ſo that he 
had converted one of the beſt books in the 
world into a libel againſt the Squire, Church- 
cr vardens, Overſeers of the poor, and all other 
lat Ihe moſt conſiderable perſons in the pariſh. 
uri This book with theſe extraordinary marginal 
notes fell accidentally into the hands of one 
who had never ſeen it before ; upon which 


ttere aroſe a current report that ſome body 

fron bad written a book againſt the Squire and the 
At rbole pariſh. The miniſter of the pariſh 

pled aving at that time a controverſy with ſome 


of his congregation about tythes, was under 
lome ſuſpicion of being the author, till the 


efſed pood man ſet his people right by ſhewing 
155 hem that the ſatirical paſſages might be ap- 
1 | O 


plied 
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plied to ſeveral others of two or three neigh. 
bouring villages, and that the book was ui N 
ten againſt all the ſinners in England. 


thr 
In the reign of K. Charles I. the compam . 
of Stationers, into whole hands the printing pal 


of the Bible was committed by patent, mac [a 
a very remarkable blunder in one of ther; 
editions; for, inſtead of Thou fpalt not comni 


toe 
adlultery, they printed off ſome thouſand copir wel 
Thou foolt commit adultery. Archbiſhop Lad tte 
to puniſh this their negligence, laid a end 


ſiderable fine upon the company in the Star 
chamber. | 


Shortly after the reſtauration of K. Chatls 
II. and the manifeſt joy that poſſeſſed tit 
whole kingdom thereupon, Richard Crom. 
well, whom his father had declared Pr. 
tcQor at his death, found it neceilary v 
tranſport himſelf into France, more for feat 
of his debts than of the king; who thought. 
not neceſlary to enquire after a man already; 
forgot. After he had lived ſome years Mere. 
Paris un- noticed, and indeed unknown, liv: 
ing in a moſt obſcure condition and ditguil dige 
not owning his name, nor having above on... 


ſervant to attend him, he thought it neceliayMyh, 
upon the firſt rumor and apprehenſion tha beg 
there was like to be a war between England WA 
and France, to quit that kingdom, and tote 


move to lume place that would be neutral t 
| eitel 
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either party; and pitched upon Geneva. 
Making his way thither by Bourdeaux and 
through the province of Languedoc he paſled 
through Pezenas, a very pl-aſant town be- 


jgh. 


rl. 


"1 longing to the prince of Conti, who has a fine 
UN palace there, and being then governcr of 
3 Languedoc, made his reſidence in it. Here 
Net 


Richard made ſome ſtay, and walking abroad 
to entertain himſelf, met with a perton who 
well knew him, and was well known by him, 
the other having always been of his father's 
and his party ; ſo that they were glad enough 
to find themſelves together. The other told 
him, that all ſtrangers who came to that 
own uſed to wait upon the prince of Conti, 
who expected it, and always treated ſtrangers, 
and particularly the Engliſh, with great ci- 
e- vilit ; that he need not be known, but that 
ko be himſelf would firſt go to the prince and 
„inform him, that another Engliſh gentleman 


nit 
ples 
aud, 
con- 
Na 


arlks 
| tae 


i was paſſing through that town towards Italy, 
gau no would be glad to have the honour to kiſs 
ca0\Whis hand. The prince received him with 
rs great civilicy and grace, according to his na- 
* tural cuſtom, and after few words began to 
* diſcourſe of the affairs ot England, and aſked 


many queſtions concerning the king, and 
whether all men were quiet, and ſubmitted o- 
bediently to him; which the other anfwered 
briefly, according to the truth. Well, ſaid 
the prince, Oliver, tho) he wwas a traitor and 
rebel a Villain, avas à brave filliw, bad great perts, 
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great courage, and was worthy to command, 
but that Richard, that coxcemb, that poltran, 
was ſurely the baſeſt fellow alive ; wwhat is be. 
come of that fool? Hew could he be ſuch a ſit? 
He anſwered, that he was bctrayed by thok 
whom he moſt truſted, and who had been 


_ obliged by his father. So, being weary 


his viſit, quickly took his leave, and the 
next morning left the town, out of fear tha 
the prince might know that he was the ver 
fool and coxcomb he had mention'd ſo kind, 
And within two days after, the prince di 
come to know who it was whom he hal 


treated io well, and whom before, by his be. 


haviour, he had believed to be a man ng 
very glad of the king's reſtoration. 


Of all the men mentioned in hiſtory, Leo. 
nardo da Vincini, the Italian painter, ſeem 


to have had the moſt univerſal genius. I 


his profeſſion of hiltory-painting he excelled 
all who went before him: he was a maſt! 
too in ſculpture and architecture; and {kilfu 
in anatomy, mathematics, and mechan. 
He had learned ſeveral languages, and wi 
acquainted with the ſtudies of hiſtory, poet!), 
and muſic. All who have writ of him met 
tion likewiſe his perfection of body; the in. 
ſtauces of his {irength were almoſt incredible; 
he is deſcribed to have been { well-formed 
perſon, and maſter of all genteel exerciles; 
of an honeſt, cenerous mind, adorned wit 


great 
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zreat ſweetneſs of manners; but what makes 


him have place here is the ſtory of his death. 


The fame of his works having gained him an 
univerſal eſteem, he was invited to the court 
of France, where, after ſome time he fell 
ſick; and Francis I. coming to ſee him, he 
raiſed himſelf in his bed to acknowledge the 


| honour which was done him by that viſit. 


The king embraced him, and Leonardo faint- 
ing at the ſame inſtant, expired in the arms of 
that great monarch. 


In the county of Kent ſtards the famous 
ſteeple of Tenterden, that gave occaſion to 
the well-known ſaying, which is thus made 
out: Goodwin, earl of Kent, father of king 
Harold, owned a great quantity of low lands 
near the iſle of Thanet, which were defended 
from the ſea by a wall that wanted continual 
repairs ; theſe lands were afterwards given to 
the monaſtery of St. Auguſtine near Canter- 
bury, which had 1:kewiſe the rectory of Ten- 
terden in poſſeſſion, the ſteeple of whoſe 
church the abbot of St. Auguſtine was ſo in— 
tent upon building, that he neglected the 
wall which defended the Goodwin Lands, as 
they were then called ; whereupon the ſea 
broke in and overflowed them, leaving a 
light ſand upon them, dangerous to failors ; 


and thus was Tenterdin ſteeple the cauſe if 


Goodwin Sands, 
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The famous Dr. Pitcairn was one of thoſe 
phyſicians, whoſe great knowledge 1a his 
profeſſion made him acceptable every where. 
When he was in Holland, the Univerſity of 
Leiden complimented him with the Profeſſor. 
ſhip of phytic, which by an unaccountable 
whimſicalneſs of temper he ſoon quitted, and 
retired to Edinburgh, under pretence of viſt. 
ing his native country. He was ſtrongly ſol- 
licited to return for three years together, dur. 
ing which time that important pot was kept 
vacant for him, but he reſolutely declined it 
without aſſigning any other reaſon than that 
his friends in Scotland hiked his company, 
and were Joth to part with him. Bye this 
contemptuous anſwer the Heads of that uni- 
verſity thought themſelves highly a#:onted; 
and at laſt proceeded to a new election ; at 
the ſame time entering it as a ſtanding order 
in their ſtatute-books, That no Scorchmen 
ſhould ever be clefted to a Profeſſorſhip in 125 
univerſity for the future. 


At the battle of Edgehill, Mr Fanſhaw, 
who was ſecretary to K. Charles, was taken 
priſoner and committed to the Tower, where 
he lay during the whole time of the civil 
wars, and till Oliver was declared Protector, 
without any ſollicitations in his favour 3 but 
at length, v-hen all things began to be quiet, 


the governor of the Tower happened among 


other things to ſpeak of Mr. Panſhaw, anc 
10 
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to make mention of him as a perſon of great 
honour, and well deſerving his higbneſs's 
clemency; and withal to move his compaſſion 
the more, declared that he was eat up with 
the ſcurvy, and muſt die if not ſpeedily re- 
leaſed ; whereupoa Oliver immediately gave 
| orders for his enlargement; but Bradſhaw, 
who was then preſent, adviſed that he ſhould 
firit take the Solemn League and Covenant. 
Oliver turning to him ſternly, Die ink, 
ſaid he, the ſolemn league and couinant will 
care the man of his ſcuma q ? 


Every body knows the general character ot 
Lewis XIV. the late king of France, that he 
bi. was ambitious, crafty, and a prince that de- 
ligbted in blood; but there 15 a Hery told of 
im for truth, which ſhews, that ke was more 
ler tender of the lives of men than either his e- 
enemies or friends commonly imagined. The 
vat WI fat was this; the Sieur Poli, a Roman che- 
mitt, having diſcovered a diabolical compo- 

ation ten times more deſtructive than gun- 
. powder, came into France in 1702, (a time 
when he knew that kingdom was upon the 
erc ere of a war againlt a formidable confede- 
vil WF racy) and made an offer of his ſecret to the 
or, WF grand monarque. Lewis was fond of all 
chemical diſcoveries, and was highly Plenſed 
with an opportunity of gratifying his c rio 
ong WF fity by a proceſs of this nature; aud accord - 
ingly 0: dere all fitting encourage ment to be 


Ks : 4 G [! 


12 ANECDOTES, &. 


given to the inventor, who, in the royal labs. 
ratory perform'd the proceſs, and made ſeveral 
experiments in his majeſty's preſence of the 
ſurpriſing effects of his compoſition ; at the 
ſame time deſcanting largely on the uſe that 
might be made of it againſt an enemy in time 
of war. Sir, ſaid the king, your proceſs is in. 
genious, and your experiments amazingly ter- 
rible, but the engines of deſiruction uſed in war 
are abundantly too ſufficient, and J enjoin yu 
never to diſcloſe it more, but to deſtroy win) 
memorandum relating to it, and ſuffer it for tht 
fake of mankind to periſh. Poli prom iſed 
upon the faith of a chriſtian that he ſhould 
be obey'd, and on that condition his majeſty 
order'd him a princely rewarg, and graciouly 
d:\miſſcd him. : 1 


Mr. Quin is a gentleman whoſe. humour 
gives life to the converſation of thouſands 
who perhaps never had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
him : many of whom, but for the repetition 
of his wit, would be very dull companions; 
but the ſtory that follows does honour to hi- 
Goob- NATURE, and therefore it is here fe- 
Jetted. Mr. Thomſon, 2 Scots gentleman, 
now univerſally known by his fine poems on 
the Seaſons, on Liberty, &c. when he fi! 
came to London, was in very narrow Circum- 
ſtances, and before he was diltinguiſh'd by 
his writings was many times put to his ſhitt 
even for a dinner. The debts he then con. 
tracted lay very heavy upon him for a long 
; 5 time 
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time afterwards ; and upon the publication of 
his Seaſons one of his creditors arreſted him, 
thinking that a proper opportunity to get his 
money. 'The report of this misfortune hap- 
pened to reach the ears of Mr. Quin, who 
had indeed read the Seafons, but had never 
ſeen their author; and upon ſtricter enquiry, 
he was told that Thomſon was in the bailiff's 
hands at a ſpunging-houſe in Holborn ; thi- 
ther Quin went, and being admitted into his 
chamber, Sir, ſaid he, in his uſual tone of 
voice, you don't know me, I believe, but my 
name is Quin. Mr. Thomſon received him 
politely, and ſaid, that th he could not boaſt 
of the honour of a perſonal acquaintance, he was 
v0 flranger either to his Name or his Merit; 
and very obligingly invited him to fit down. 
Quin then told him, he was come to ſup with 
him, and that he had already order'd the 


| cook to provide ſupper, which he hoped 


he would excuſe. — Mr. Thomſon made 
the proper reply, and then the difcourſe 
turned indifferently upon ſubje&s of litera- 
ture. When ſupper was over, and the glaſs 
had gone briſkly about, Mr. Quin then took 
occalion to explain himſelf by ſaying, It was 
now time to enter upon buſineſs, Mr. Thom- 
ſon declared he was ready to ſerve him as far 
as his capacity would reach, in any thing he 
ſhould command, (thinking he was come a- 
bout ſome affair relating to the Drama.) Sir, 
lays Mr. Quin, you millake my meaning. I am 
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in your debt. I owe you a hundred pounds, and! No. o 
am come to pay you. Mr. Thomſon, with a 
diſconſolate air, reply'd, that as he was a gen. 
tleman whom, to his knowledge, he had ne. 
ver offended, he wondered he ſhould ſeek an ia 
opportunity to reproach him under his mil. eie 
fortunes. No, by G-d, ſaid Quin, raiſing his 
voice, ['d be d- d before I would do that. | 
ſay, I ove you a hundred pounds, and there it i, 
(laying a bank-note of that value before him, 
Mr. Thomſon was aſtoniſhed, and begg'd he 
would explain himſelf. Why, ſays Quin, [| 
tell you; ſoon after I had read your Seaſons, | 
took it into my head that as I had ſomething i ": 
the world to leave behind me when I died, | at 
avoulil make my will, and among the reſt of m Na- 
legatees I ſet down the Author of the Seaſons aft 
hundred pounds, and this day hearing that yu MP! 
ewas in this houſe, I thought I might as e u 
Hawe the pleaſure of paying the money myſelf, a WM” 
to order my executors to pay it when perhaps uu tl 
might have leſs need of it; and this, Mr. Thon.“ 
ſon, is the bufineſs I came about. I need not “ 
expreſs Mr. Thomſon's grateful acknowledg- “ 
ments, but leave every reader to conceive 
them. | | 


The late king of Pruſſia was remarkable al 
over Europe for an extravagant humour of 
ſupporting at a vaſt expence a regiment of 

the talleſt men that could be pick'd up 

throughout the world; and would give a 5 
| | 5 = 
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low of fix foot and a half or more high, to 
it, perhaps eighty or a hundred guineas ad- 
ance, beſides the charge of bringing him 
ſtom the farthermoſt part of the globe, if it 
ſo kappen'd. One day when his majeſty was 
reviewing that regiment, attended by all the 
oreign ambaſſadors and moſt of the great of- 
cers of rank both in the court and army, he 
took occaſion to aſk the French miniſter, who 
ſtood near him, if he thought his maſter had 
an equal number of troops in his ſervice able to 
engage thoſe gallant men ? The Frenchman, 
who was no ſoldier, ſaid, he helicved not. 
The king, pleaſed with ſuch a reply fiom a 
native of the vaineſt nation in the world, 
ak'd the emperor's ambaſiador the ſame que- 
ſion. The German frankly declared his 
lopinion, that he did not believe there was 
vl Wuch another regimerit in the world. Woll, q 
2 Wi lord Hyndford, ſaid his majeſty to the Bri— , 0 
n ti ambaſſador, I know you have brave troops * 
on- i England, but would an qual number of your 
not N countrymen, do you think, beat theſe I quill 
dg, take upon me abſolutcly to ſe.y that, reply'd i 
ive his excellency ; but I dare be beld to jay, that 1 


half their number would try. 


all When Mr How was ambaſſador at the court 
of Jof Vienna, in the time of the emperor Cha. VI. 
- of ne of his Imperial majelty's prin: ipal ſecre- 
up WM '2ry 5 of ſtate, who had taken great pains to 
fel. learn the Englith language, and by way of 
exer- 
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exerciſe uſed every time the diſpatches ar. 
rived from England to read the Engliſh news. 
papers, obſerving that in almoſt every one of 
them there were more or leſs of /ach a on, 
E/quire, being married to a lady of beauty, 
merit and fortune, or, ſuch à one, Eſquire, 


being dead, to the inconſolable grief of hi 


afflicted widow, took occaſion one day to ak 
the ambaſſador what rank of honour thoſe 
Eſquires held, who were ſo numerous in hi 
country, His excellency reply'd, They mud 
reſembled German princes, with this on!y diff. 
rence, that the Efquires have commonly mutt 
better eſtates. 


Henry Carey, firſt couſin to queen Eliza 
beth, uſed frequently to attend her majeſty 
in her palace, and was thought very accept. 


able to her, till a trifling accident happened 


by which he forfeited her favour, He wa 
one day walking in a thoughtful mood in the 
gardens before her window, when her ma- 
zeſty, thinking to divert his melancholy, {aid 
to him in Italian, What does a man think 
«when he thinks of nothing? His anſwer was 


after a ſhort pauſe, On a woman's promiſe.— 


Crufin, ſaid the queen, I muſt not confute qui, 
and ſo retir'd. Solliciting atterwaids the bo- 
nours of pcerage, and being deny'd, he laid 
the diſappointment ſo much to heart that i 
languiſh'd for a long time on a ſick bed, ans 
at length died of a broken heart. 


The 
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The late Dr. Frampton of Oxford, when 
he lay upon his death-bed, was viſited by the 


| moſt eminer.t phyſicians of that city, who all 


met together when they thought him in immi- 
nent danger, in order to hold a confultation 
concerning the nature of his diſorder, and to 
preſeribe for him; after which, Dr. Fr—n, 
telling him what they had agreed upon, preſs'd 
him to have immediate recourſe to it, adding, 
that his life was at ſtake if he delay'd a mo- 
ment. But the doctor, who had an averſion 
to all apothecaries potions, abſolutely re- 
fuſed, and ſaid, Hat for bis part he ſhould 
truſt to that great Phyſician in whoſe hands are 
the iſſues of life. This unexpected obſlinacy 
and religion in a member of their own bo- 
dy, required their united arguments to over- 
come; and having preſs'd him a gocd while 
without being able to obtain any other an- 


wer; at length being out of patience, Gentle- 


nn, ſaid he, why do you leige me, when you! 
oll know as well as myſelf, that the Art yo 
retend to is but Opinion. 


Tord V=, who is a nobleman abound- 
ing with good-nature, had the misfortune (if 
t may be counted a misfortune) to be mar- 
ned to one of the fineſt ladies in Europe, but 
being of too ſprightly a turn of mind to bear 
e reſtraints of matrimony, ſhe had more 
he once made what is called the rand Tour 
without the knowledge, at leaſt without the 
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As often, however, 
as ſhe returned to her duty, ſo often was ſhe 
Kindly received by her indulgent lord; and 
ſome time after one of theſe excurſions, being 
aſleep in her cloſet, with the Ad: entures if 
Peregrine Pickle before her, her lord hap- 


pened to ſtep in, and looking over the book 


without waking her, took the Jiberty to 
change it for the Prafzice of Piety, and fo kk 
her. When ſhe waked, ſhe preſently pa. 
ccived the trick; and his lordſhip enterino 
while the book was yet in her hand, took - 
caſion to compliment her on her Jacyſtip; 
reformation. Nay, nay, anſwered my lady, 44 
our riformation go hand in hand, 1 br /c ith. Jou; 
avhin you, my Lord, practiſe the whole duty of 
man, then Ill read the Practice of Piety. 


Mr Law, author of the 
Was a Scots pentleman of narrow fortune, but 
great ambition; he had traveiled through 
great part of Europe, and ſubſiſted chief a 


gaming, by which he acquired conhderavic 


lums, particularly in Italy, Where he fil 
haten'd his paper- project, which afte;waic 
gave birth to thoſe deteſtable bubbles that 


| brought both France and England to the 


briuk of ruin. IIe offer'd his ſcheme ß5iſt to 


the K. of Sardinia, who told him, His dont 
nions Were 106 frail fer ſuch a project ; adding, 
if I know the humour «of the French, I um fit 

Mr. Law cook 


his 


they will riliſh your difigns. 


ififippi ſcheme, | 
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his majeſty's advice, and found it true. The 
regent-duke of Orleans came into his views. 
In Dec. 1719, Law abjured the proteſtant 
religion, and in January following was made 
comptroller general of the finances ; in which 
poſt he ſo managed affairs that he amaſs'd 
almoſt all the caſh of the kingdom into the 
king's cofters, and was himielf nominally 
worth 500, coo I. but not having the conduct 
or foreſight to ſecure a ſhilling of it in foreign 
banks, he was obliged to relinquiſh this im- 
menſe treaſure, and the very next year fly 
ſecretly from France to avoid being torn to 
pieces by the enraged people. Such a ſud- 
den elevation and precipitate downfal has no 
where its parallel. From being the firſt man 
in a great kingdom on whom all men gazed 
as on a meteor, he was reduced, as it were in 
the twinkling of an eye, to the low rank of a 
ſorry vagabond, whom all men deſpiſed ; for 
after wandering about in different parts for 
lome time, he died at Munich, very poor. 
After his deceaſe, his widow lived at Utrecht 
in a private manner, but his ſon had the good 
fortune to procure a cornecy of horſe in the 
Dutch ſervice; and his daughter, a moſt a- 
miable lady, married the lord Wallingford, 
fon to the earl of Baubury. 


Soon after my lord Ch id came into the 
privy-council, a place of great truſt happened 
to become vacant, to which his m ty and 

1 the 
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the duke of Bt recommended two very 
different perſons. His m-—y eſpouſed the 
intereſt of his friend with fome heat, and told 
them, He wwou'd be obey'd ; but not being able 
to ſucceed, he left the council-chamber in 
great diſpleaſure. As ſoon as he retired, the 


matter was debated warmly, but at length it 


was carried againſt the k—=g, becauſe if thy 
once gave him his way, he evould expe it a. 
gain, and ſo it would riſe at length to a prect. 
dent, However, in the humour his m 

was then in, a queſtion aroſe, who ſhould 
carry the grant of the office for his my to 
ſign? and the lot fell on lord Ch— Id. His 
lordſhip expected to find his my in a very 
unfavourable mood ; and accordingly it hap- 
pen'd ſo; and therefore he prudently forbore 
to incenſe him by an abrupt requeſt, and in- 


ſtead of bluntly aſking to ſign the inſtrument, 


very ſubmiſſively aſk'd whoſe name his m. 
---y would be pleaſed to have inſerted to fil 
up the blanks. — The k—yg anſwered in pal- 
ſion, The Devil's, if you will. Very well, 
reply'd his lordſhip ; but would your n 
have the inſirument run in the uſual flyle, Our 
truſty and well-beloved Couſin and Counſellir ? 
The k—g laught, and with all the good- 
nature in the world ſet his name to the paper, 


tho' to promote a perſon not very acceptable 
to himſelf. | | 
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A gentleman who had long danced atten- 
dance after the Miniſtry in hopes of prefer- 
ment, being one day, as uſual, at the duke of 
Newcaſtle's levee, and happening to caſt his 
eyes up to the ceiling, obleryed to his fellow- 
ſollicitors how jproperly that room was deco- 
rated. The gentlemen preſent ſaid, they 
could ſee no great ornament about it. I did 
mt ſay there was, ſaid he, but I admire the 
propriety of avhat there is; for both top and 
bottom is full of Fretwork. 


Lord Ch ld chanced one day to be at 
the ſame levee, when Garnet upon Job, a 
book dedicated to the duke of Newcaſtle, 
happened to he in the window. Before his 
Grace made his appearance, his lordſhip had 
time enough to amuſe himſelf with the book, 
and when the duke enter'd, he found him 
reading in it. Well, my lord, ſaid his Grace, 
what 1s your opinion of that book - In any 
ether place I ſhould not thiiik much of it, reply'd 
his lordſhip ; but here in your Grace's leute J 
think it one of the beſt books in the wworld. 


When Holt was lord-chief juſtice, a ſect 
ſomewhat like that of the methodiſts, but 


rather more enthuſiaſtic, was the canker that 


feſtered the community; and it being his 
lordſhip's opinion that a well-timed ſeverity 
was the readieſt way to deſtroy the ſpreading 
uumour, cauſed ſeveral of the ringleaders to 

1 be 
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be committed to priſon ; upon which MrLacy, 
a follower of theirs, went to his lord(hip's 
houſe, and demanded a conference with him. 
The porter ſaid, his lord was indiſpos'd, and 
ſaw no company. But tell him, ſaid Lacy, 
that I muſt ſee him, for I am ſent to him by 
the Lord God. The porter being ſtruck with 
the oddity of the meſſage, cauſed it to be de- 
liver'd ; and the judge gave orders that the 
man ſhould be admitted. When he enter'd 
the room, I am come, ſaid he to the judge, 
with a meſſage from the Lord, requiring thee on 
pain of everlaſting fire, to grant a Noli pro- 
ſequi for John Atkins, andothers, God's faith- 
ful ſervants, whom thou haſt wrongfully caſt 
into priſon Thou art a lying prophet, re- 
ply'd his lordſhip, for if the Lord had ſent 
thee, he auculd have directed thee to the attorney- 
general, for he knows it is not in my power 10 
grant thee a Noli proſequi. And ſo wrote hi 
Mittimus to keep his brethren company. 


There were about that time another kind 
of enthuſiaſts who infeſted the pulpits of our 
Northern neighbours ; a ſpecimen of whoſe 
preaching may not unaptly be here intro- 
_ duced. The reverend Mr. Brodie, at a kirk 
in Edinburgh, took his text from theſe words, 
Refift the devil and he awill flee from you; and 
began in this manner: My beloved, ye are 
all here to-day but wot ve wha is among Ye, 
even the mickle horn'd dee. Ye canra lee 

Bim. 
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kim. But by the eye of faith I can ſee him. 
But ſome of you will ſay, What ſhall we do 
with him now we have him here ? How ſhall 
we deſtroy him? We will haung him. Alas, 
my beloved, there are not ſo many tows in 
the pariſh as will haung him ; he's as light as 
a feather. 'Then ſome of you will ſay, we 
will drown him. Ah! my beloved, there is 
too much cork in his a-ſe ; he Will not fink. 
Others of you will ſay, we will burn him; 

Na, na, Sirs, you may ſcald your ſals but ye 
canna burn him; ſor all the fire of hell could 
never yet ſinge a hair of his tail. Now, Sirs, 
you canna find a way among ye all to kill 
him, bat l'il find it. What way will this be, 
irs ?— We ſhall even ſhoot him. But where- 
with ſhall we ſhoot him? We ſhall ſhoot 
him with the Bible. 
em preſently. (So, preſenting the Bible as 
WW. #ers do their muſhets, be cries out,) Toot, 
toot, toot; now he is ſhot; 
'0ul thief as dead as a heron. 


Dr. Matthew Wren, who was dean of 
Windfor and chancellor of the garter, atteſts 
with his own hand writing that king James 1. 
diſcrediting the account of the Budding Oak 
in the New Foreſt of Hampthire, Andrews, 
bihop of Wincheſter, in whoſe dioceſe it 
grew, cauſed one of kis chaplains, a man of 


48.3 of it For his — s ſatisfaction. This 
gentic- 


Now, Sirs, I ſhall ſhoot - 


there lies the 


own integrity, to examine ſtrictly into the 
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gentleman, upon the eve of the nativity, ga. 
thered with his own hand above a hundred 
ſlips from it, with the leaves newly open'd, 
which he ſtuck in clay in the bottoms of 2 
convenient number of long, white boxes, and 
ſo ſent them expreſs to court ; theſe, Dr. 
Wren diſtributed to the great perſons of both 
ſexes about the court, to the admiration of 
all that received them; but, adds he, a 
Ceviliſh fellow of Heroftratus's humour, in 
the troubleſome times that ſucceeded, having 
hewn it round the root, made the laſt ſtrobe 
on his own leg, whereof he died with the 
old wonderous tree. S 


[ Heroſtratus was a man who being con. 
ſcious to himſelf of having no merit to trat 
mit his name to poſterity, reſolved to do i! 
by committing ſome capital miſchief, and 
accordingly fer fire to the temple of Pian, 
one of the Seven Wonders of the Won, 
and burnt it to the ground.) 


A bold attempt was made in the reign & 
king Charles II. to carry off the crown a: 
other enſigns of royalty, by one Colcic 
Blood, a gentleman of Ireland, who, ha 
ſpent his ſubſtance in following the fortune ©: 
king Charles II. while in adverſity, thoug"' 
himſelf hardly uſed, by being neglected wii 
that prince was reſtored to his juſt rights ; an. 
therefore, after being engaged in ſev ral 1c 
deſperate, tho' unſucceſsful plots, fuci as i 


q* 33+ 70 
(03.344 5 
1 4 


priſir 
perſo 
he at 
himſ- 


crow 
ing t 
put | 
vinit? 
a cap 
ties © 
the g 
cloak 
this 
acqu: 
oe 
reflec 
kind 
frien, 
betw 
and t 
the 

—4 
tende 
Ing, = 
* 
had 
ſee t] 
of tc 
there 
the ſ 
fore 

three 


* WU _S — I” rnd ra La 


ANECDOTES, We. 1865 


priſing the Caſtle of Dublin, and ſeizing the 
perſon of the duke of Ormond, and others, 
he at length thought of a ſcheme to make 
himſelf amends, once for all, by ſeizing the 
crown, globe, ſceptre and dove, and carry- 
ing them all off together ; for this purpoſe he 
put himſelf into the habit of a doctor of di- 
vinity, with a little band, a long, falſe beard, 
a cap with ears, and all thoſe other formali- 
ties of garb belonging to that degree, except 
the gown, chuſing rather to make uſe of a 
cloak, as moſt proper for his deſign. Under 
this diſguiſe, he made it his buſineſs to get 
acquainted with the keeper of the Jewel- 
office ; an old man, whom he treated and ca- 
refled at a rate, not ſo much expenſive, as 


kind and obliging' by which means ſuch a_ 


friendſhip and intimacy was ſoon eſtabliſhed 


between them, that the old man having a ſon, 


and the doctor pretending to have a daughter, 
they mutually agreed to match them toge- 
ther; but the ſon being at ſea, put the pre- 
tended daughter under no neceſſity of appeaf= 
ing.— The night before the fact was to be 
done, the doctor told the old man, that he 
had ſome friends at his houſe that wanted to 
ee the Regalia, but that they were to go out 
of town pretty early in the morning, and 
therefore hoped he would gratify them with 
the ſight, tho' they might come a little be- 
tore the uſual hour. (Blood had engaged 
three accomplices, named Deſborough, gs 
a 
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and Perrot, in this enterpriſe.) Accordingly 
two of them came, accompanied by the doc- 
tor, about eight in the morning, and the 
third held their horſes that waited for them at 
the outer gate of the Tower, ready ſaddled; 
they had no other apparatus but a wallet and 
a wooden mallet, which there was no great 


difficulty to conceal. Upon their approach 


the old man received them with great civi- 


| Lity ; and prefently admitted them into his 


office; but as it is cuſtomary for the keeper 
of the Regalia, when he ſhews them, to lock 
himſelf up in a kind of grate with open bars; 
to the end, that thoſe things of high value 
may be ſeen but not ſoiled, the old man had 
no ſooner opened the door of this place, but 
the doctor and his companions were in at his 
heels, and without giving him time to af. 
queſtions, effectually ſilenced him, by knock- 
ing him down with the wooden mallet ; they 
then inſtantly made flat the bows of the crown 
to make it more portable, ſeized the ſceptre 
and dove,, put them into the wallet together, 
and were preparing to make their eſcape, 


when, unfortunately for them, the old man“ 


ſon, who had not been at home for ten years 


be fore, came from ſea in the very nick, and 


being told that his father was with ſome 
friends, that would be very glad to ſee him, 


at the jewel-office, he poſted thither imme- 


diately, and met Blood and his companions 
as they were jſt coming out; who, inter 
| 0 
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of returning and ſecuring him, as in good 
policy they ought to have done, puſhed for- 
ward with their prize, in order to eſcape ; 
but the young man ſeeing his father weltering 
in his blood, and the treaſure gone, inſtantly 
alarmed the firſt upon guard, who giving the 
fignal to the reſt, the gates were ſhut, and the 


E criminals ſecured, all but the man that held 


the horſes, who inſtantly fled upon the firſt 
rumour ; upon ſearching them, the prize was 
recovered, tho' all bruiſed and battered and 
one ſtone loſt, which was afterwards found 
by a cinder-wench and reſtored ; the next 
thing to be done, was to confine the priſo- 
ners, and acquaint his majcfty with the na- 
ture of their offence, and take directions from 


| court how to proceed : The reſult was, that 


the king had a fancy to examine Blood him- 
felf; and while all men thought that ſome 
new puniſhment would be deviſed to torture 
ſo daring an offender, his majeſty thought 
proper, not only to pardon him and his acm 
pron, but to grant Blood a penſion, ſome 
ay of 500 l. a year, during his liſe. What 
the motives were that induced his majeſty to 
ſhew ſo much lenity to a man, who had been 
engaged in ſo many plots and conſpiracies, 
1s yet a ſecret, and ever muſt remain fo : 
many conjectures were formed, and ſurmiſes 
made, but no man knew the truth. Blood 
ſoon aſter died of grief, being convicied of a 
plot againſt the duke of Buckingham, oe 

| laie 
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laid a heavy action of Scandalum mag natum ꝛ. 


gainſt him, by which he was like to remains 
priſoner ſor life; though moſt people were 


cf opinion, that this plot was forged again 


him by his enemies; and having eſcaped pu. 


niſhment for what he did do, ſuffered at lat 


for what he did not do. 


We have but juſt hinted above, that Blood 
was engaged in a plot to ſurpriſe Dublin 
Caſtle, and another to ſeize the perſon of the 


duke of Ormond; of both which, we ſhall 


give a brief account.] 


Upon the Reſtoration, many Engliſh, Scoi 
and Iriſh were diflatisfied, and wanted on) 


a head to lead them into action. Colonel 


Flood, having declared himſelf of their part, 
was thought a proper perſon for that purpoic; 
and, a: nothing could be attempted in Eng. 
land with any probability of ſucceſs, Ireland 
was piched upon for the ſcene of rebellioi; 
the colonel knowing what advantage it would 
be to their cauſe, to be maſter of ſome plact 


Of ſtrength, propoſed to begin with the fur 


priſe of Dublin-Caſtle ; which was accord. 
ingly to have been attempted on the 29th dk 
May, the anniverſary of the king's return, i 
the following manner: Blood, with a com— 
pany of reſolute fellows, were, under a pi: 


tence of preſenting a petition to the duke © 


Ormond, then lord lieutenant, to have pic 
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cured admittance, and ſeized his perſon, 
while about fourſcore choſen foot, in the ha- 
bit of tradeſmen, were to have waited with - 
out, and upon a certain ſignal to have ſur- 
priſed the guards ; but this plot, by the trea- 


chery of one of the conſpirators, having been 
| defeated before it was ripe, a proclamation 


was iſlued out, with a reward of five hund- 
red pounds for the apprehenſion of any of 


| the ringleaders; in conſcquence whereof, one 


Mr. Lockey, brother-in-law to Blood, was 


taken, tried, ard executed, and Blood him 
| {elf obliged to make his eſcape ; but with a 


full reſolution to be avenged of the duke of 
Ormond, by whoſe vigilance his views had 


been diſappointed, and his brother-in-law 
| hanged. But it was not till nine years after- 
| ward, that he durſt attempt any thing upon 
| the duke's perſon ; when having engaged five 
| of his old truſty friends, on the 6th of Dec. 


1670, being all well armed and mounted, 
they beſet the duke's coach, as he was patling 
from St, James's palace, through the long 
lirect that leads to Clarendon-houſe where 


| the duke then reſided ; and having knocked 


out the flambeaux, and ſecured the attend- 
ants, they forced the duke out of his coach, 
and had actually tied him behind one of their 
allociates, (who was to have rode with him 
without ſtopping till he came to an appointed 
place, where they were to mcet him, and 
contult what advantage they cculd make of 


their 
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their priſoner,) when his Grace's porter, he. 


ing apprized of his maſter's danger, by a boy 


who concealed himſelf under the coach and 
eſcaped, ſeaſonably came to his reſcue ; but 
what is very ſurpriſing, not one of the ruffians 
were ever apprehended, though a thouſand 
pounds reward was offered, till the attempt 


already related, diſcovered them; and then 


they were all pardoned. 


Michael Angelo, in his Rae of the la! 
judgment in the pope's chapel at Rome, had 
painted, among other figures in hell, that of 
cardinal Campegio (who had once done hin 
ſome ill offices abroad) with ſuch a ſtriking 
likeneſs that every body knew it at firſt ſight 
Upon which, Campegio complained of the 
affront to his Holineſs, and deſired it miv'it 
be eraſed. The popereply'd, It, was out of 
his power to ob] ge him. Why fo? ſaid Cam. 
pegio. Becauſe, ſaid his Holineſs, we con 


only deliver cul of Purgatery, but not aut i 
Hell. 


Some years ago, among other fine paint. 
ings that adorned the great church at Harlem 
Was one of Avraham eferiny up his fon Lac 
which in every reſpect but the Defion ex 
ceeded all the reſt in the church; but fg 
was of true Dutch invention indeed? for, 1 
bratam was repreſented as ſhoot ng Laat 
With a pocket-p.itol, whin inlanly as the 
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hammer was ſuppoſed to be ſtriking up the 
ſteel, a little Cherub deſcends and p- ſſes out 
the fire. Biſhop Burnet, ſpeaking of Hol- 
land one day to king William, ſaid, he had 
ſeen a curioſity in that country, which he believed 
avas not to be match'd in the whole world ; and 
his majeſty being defirous to know what it 
was, the biſhop mentioned this picture. His 
majeſty ſmil'd ; but when he returned to 
Holland, cauſed it to be removed, 


Upon the acceſſion of king James IT. to 
the throne, every body knows an attempt 
was made to reſtore the Roman catholic re- 
ligion in England, and for that purpoſe the 
Heads of the Univerſities ' were firſt applied 
to. Some who abhorred the ſuperſtition and 
dreaded the conſequences, reſigned their of- 
fices ; but others of leſs ſcrupulous conſciences 
thought fit to conform, among whom was 
Obediah Walker, then Head of Univerſity- 
College. Public acts were at that time look'd 
upon as congratulatory compliments which 
every new prince expected, and theſe were 
attended with plays, balls, and a variety of 
other entertainments. On this occaſion there- 
tore, his majeſty's company of comedians 
from the theatre in Drury-Lane,went down to 
perform there, and among other plays acted, 
the C:mmittce or Faithful Iriſhman was one. 
Tony Leigh, who perſonated Teague, and 
who was a man of infinite humour, in the 


Q 2 latter 
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latter end of the comedy hawling in Obediah, 


a character in the play, with a halter about 
his neck, whom according to his written part 
he was to threaten to hang for no better rea- 
ſon than his refuſing to drink the king's 
health, thought fit to aſſume a theatrical li- 


berty; and, to juſtify his purpoſe with a 


ſtronger provocation, put himſelf into a more 


than ordinary heat with his captive, whick 
having heighten'd his maſter's curioſity to 


know what Obediah had done to deſerve ſuch 
uſage, Leigh, folding his arms, with a fi- 
diculous ſtare of aſtoniſhment, reply'd, 4rra, 
by my ſhoule he has chaunge his Reliſhon. As 
the merit of this jeſt lay chiefly in the auditors 
ſudden application of it to the Obediah of Ox- 
ford, it was received with all the triumph of 
applauſe which the zeal of a different religion 
could inſpire. But Leigh was given to un- 
derſtand that the king was highly diſpleaſed 


at it; and had the oppoſite party prewail d, Tony 


might have lived to repent it. 


Soon after the acceſſion of king George l. 


to the throne of theſe kingdoms, a rebellion 


broke out in favour of the houſe of Stuart, 
who had ftill many friends in England as well 
as Scotland ; at which time the government, 


Who knew very well who were the principled 


Jacobites, iſſued out orders for apprehending 
thoſe among them that were able to do mo: 
miſchief, in order to confine them in prone 
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till the danger was over. Among the reſt 

Sir William Wyndham of Orchard-Wynd- 
ham, was as much ſuſpected as any; but 
having married the daugmer of Charles, duke 

of Somerſet, who at that time was maſter of 

the horſe, and in high favour with the king, 

it was thought reſpeciful to acquaint the duke 

with the apprehenfions that were entertained 

of his ſon-1n-law's inclinations to favour the 
rebels (nay, of his actual intentions to join 
them) before they took any meaſures to lay 

a reſtraint on his liberty. The duke was not 

a little alarmed at this intimation, and being 

a wan of high fpirit, inftantly diſpatched an 
Wl expreſs to Sir William, in order to diſſuade 
him from an enterpriſe that could not be at- 
tended with any good conſequences to him- 
telf, but muſt reflect diſhonour on his family. 
dir William returned ſuch an anſwer as ſatis- 
ted the duke that the report was groandlels ; 
and therefore, upon the receipt of it, his grace 
7 I nltantly repair'd to court, and ofer'd himſeclf.to 
be anſwerable for the peactable bebawiour of 
vis ſon- in laau Sir William; and on that con- 
(tion obiained the royal word that he ſhould not 
be molejied ; looking upon it as an indignity to 
mprijon any of his family, over whom he thought 
be had influence enough to command loyalty, at 
leaſt to reſtrain them from committing any open 
acts of treaſon. But the then miniſtry being 
of opinion, that if one nobleman, however re- 
ſpectable, was ſuffer'd to protect, others could 
2 e 


2 wry *»* 


24. ANECDOTES; &c: 


not be denied the like jr dulgence, cauſed 2 


warrant to be iſſued out agalnſt Sir William, 
Without the duke's knowledge, and he was 
apprehended at Bath, juſt as he had got his 
ſoot in the {lirrup to mount on horſeback, in 
orcer, as it was faid, to join the rebels; 
brought priſoner to London, and committed 
to the Tower, His grace, who was a proud 
man, thought his honour wounded on tne 
: uſion, and reſente it accordingly. He in. 

iianily reſign'd all his employments to lis 
majeſty, with this farcaftical expreſtion. that 
be feori'd to ferve a maſitr who had the mean 
„ /s to break his auer. The king diſclaimed 
any know!edge of the procceding ; but the 
haughty duke would admit of no alleviation, 
and Sntantly retiring from the royal preſence, 
cauſed all the e Regal i ia his cuſtody, as ma- 
iter of the horſe, to be loaded in hired carts 
and laid belore the palace gate. Under any 
other government this contempt might have 
coſt him dear; but his late maj< ity was too 
wiſe a prince to reſent it. 7e duke, he bets 
c ud baniſh Limſelſ from court, au Wou'n! 
in the country in a kind of impr ſoument 3 Wn 
his moj eſty judged, /o it hopt en d; fir he nevi 
came to court again in the late ting s rign, bb. 
cauſe there was a greater mon thire than him 
if; nor did he eur make a wiſit in the court! 
{cauſe he thought none there bis equal, 

Mr. Cidber, the preſent poet- ſaureat, afte! 


lle great ſucceſs the Be agar 5 Oper had me. 
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with, was ſo ſtupid as to attempt ſomething 
of the ſame kind, but unhappily miſtook the 
ſubject. His new-fangled performance was 
called Lowe in a Riddle ; and with much ado 
was brought upon the ſtage, where it made a 
ſhift to ſhew itſelf two nights, and then diſ- 
appeared for ever. This performance was 
juſt the oppoſite of Gay's, which, by ſetting 
greatneſs and authority in a contemptible 
light, and vulgar vice and wickedneſs in an 
amiable one, had taken a whole nation, high 
and low, into a general applauſe ; but when 
the contraſt was tried, no body but the heir- 


apparent of the crown would venture to take 


virtue and innocence under their protection, 
and he was unable to ſupport them. On the 
lecond night, tho' the late prince of Wales 
was preſent, the audience was no leſs cla- 
morous and turbulent than they had been the 
night before; but Cibber was now neceſſ- 
tated at all events to {ilence them; and there- 
tore quitting the actor for the author, he ſtept 
torward to the pit, and with an addreſs pe- 
culiar to himſelf, ſaid, Gentlemen, fince I find 
you are not inclined that this play jhall go for- 
ward, { give you my word that after this night 


| it ſhall never be ated again; but in the mean 


time, I hope you will confider in wheſe preſence 
you ney are, and fur that reaſon, at leaſt, ſuj- 


pend fer the prijent what farther marts of your 


diſtleaſure jou may imagine I have deſerved, 
At this there was a dead filence, ard the play 
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went off afterwards uninterrupted, and with 
much greater applauſe than the author ex. 


pected, tho' he never durſt venture to bring 
it on again. 


Having juſt mentioned the late prince of 
Wales, the reader will not be diſpleaſed with 
the following ſtory. When his Royal High- 
neſs was viewing the curioſities of the Tower, 
in company with ſeveral of the young no- 
bility, an old Warder that conducted them 
through the ſeveral apartments, among a vaſt 
variety of breaſtplates that were in the horſe: 
armoury, pointed to one, the lower edge of 
which had been carried away by a ſlant ſhot 
of a cannon-ball, and with it, as the warder 
ſaid, part of the bowels and the rim of the 
man's belly that ewvore it; notwithſtanding 
ewhich, bing put under the care of a ſkilful ſur- 
geen, the man recovered, and lived ten years 
afterabards. The company ſmiled at the gra- 
vity with which the Warder repeated his tale; 
and the prince, with a gracious condeſcen- 
tion, and as much good-nature and pleaſan- 


try as if he had been talking with his equal, 


{aid, I remember, father, to hade read fome- 
ewhcre in a boch, a flory like yours, of a folder 
a had his head cleft in tavo ſo dextcrouſly by 
the enemy, that one half of it fell on one ſhouliir 
and the other half of it upon the oppoſite fou. 
der; and yet on his comrade's laying his hands 
 garefully under the two ſides, clapping them 
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nicely together again, and binding them cloſe 
with h:s handkerchief, the man aid well, drank 
bis pot of ale at night, and ſcarcely recoſlected 


that ever he had been hurt, —This ſimilar tory = 
ſo ſeaſonably applied, ſet all the company 


that attended his royal highneſs in a horſe- 
laugh, which had ſuch an effect upon the old 
| Warder, that he never had the courage after- 
wards to tell his accuſtomed Story. 


The late great duke of Marlborough, when 
he firſt commanded in Flanders, had neglected 
to equip his cavalry with the neceſſary piece 
of armour we have juſt been ſpeaking of, till 
experience had convinced him of the uſe of 
it, and he ſaw with what ſecurity the enemy 
fought, entrenched as it were in their Cui- 
raſſes, againſt troops expoſed to the danger 
of every piſtol-ball. But before the next 
campaign, his Grace reſolv'd to be provided ; 


| and accordingly diſpatched General Cadogan 


home, with orders to procure at all events a 
| ſufficient number of breaſt-plates for the ſer- 
vice of the horſe, and to ſee them put on 


board, leſt they ſhould be neglected. The 


General went himſelf to the 'Tower to exe- 
cute his commiſſion, and under his own di- 
| rection ſaw all the breaſt and back-plates that 


were fit for uſe in the armouries there pro- 


| perly fitted up, and with other military ſtores 
| embarked. When they arrived, which was 


not till after his lordſhip had rejoined the 
| army, 
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army, the duke aſked the general, what thofe 
back-plates were for? who reply'd, hat all 
the French cavalry awore ſuch. — es, ſays the 
duke, they may probably avant them; but J 
hope, the Britiſh troops will never fſhew their 
Backs zo an eemy. | 


When the earl of Stair was ambaſſador at 
the court of France, immediately after the 
acceſſion of his late majeſty to the crown, his 
excellency made a molt ſplendid appearance; 
and being a nobleman naturally inclined to 
gallantry and expence, ſoon became a great 
favourite with the Jadies there, by whole in- 
trigues he was enabled to diſcover ſecrets 
which otherwiſe might have eſcaped the pe- 
netration of the moſt vigilant and ſagacious 
miniſter. In the management of the ladies 
whoſe favour he courted, he was forced to 

obſerve the greateſt delicacy ; Play, he per- 
ceived, was their predominant paſſion, and 
as he was equally inclined to that amuſement, 
he eaſily obtained, by means of cards, many 
Private conferences which he could not have 
mdulged on any other pretence. Ihe dutch- 
eis ot Maine was one of thoſe illuſtrious per- 
ſon2ges whom the earl took molt pains to 
engage in his intereſt. She was paſſionately 
tou of play, of an inquifitive and buſy tem. 
per, of vaſt capacity, and of a diſcernment 
10 quick that it was no eaſy matter to impoſe 
upon her; ſhe was among, the number of 
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dies too that affected to pry into the affairs of 
the cabinet, and who had gain'd an aſcen- 


dancy over the then regent ſo far as not to be 
altogether ignorant of the molt ſecret tranſ- 
actions of late. His excellency, by loſing 


large ſums with this lady, and upon all oc- 


caſions paying her particular reſpect, had in- 
ſenſibly work d upon her affections, but had 
reaped not the leaſt advantage over her in 
point of politics, till an ace dent happened 
that brought about in an inſtant what he had 
long laboured at in vain, Being engaged as 


her partner at play, the run of luck turned a- 


gainſt them, and the dutche's in the end was 
obliged to borrow of the ear] a thouſand pit- 
toles, His excellency told her, he had yet 
twice that ſum at her highneſs's ſervice, and 
preſs'd her to continue play, which ſhe abſo- 


lately refuſed. Next morning early ſhe ſent 


a meſſage to the earl, deſiring inſtantly to 
ſpeak with him. It is no unuſual thing in 


France for ladies to receive morning viſits 


from gentlemey, in bed; neither was his ex- 
cellency at all ſurpriſed when he found him- 
elf alone in the chamber of one of the prin- 
ceſſes of the blood-royal ; ſhe ſpoke of the 
money the had borrowed, with ſome concern, 
as a matter the was very unwilling ſhould take 
air; but his excellency interrupted her, by 
ſaying, it was impoſſible it ſhould, for he had 
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memary upon the rack by refreſhing it. Her 
highneſs made no reply, but enter'd into 2 
diſcourſe on politics, in which ſhe diſcovered 
to him the project which the court of Sweden 
was meditating, in concert with France, for 
a deſcent upon England and Scotland, in fa. 
vour of the royal houſe of Stuart; by which 
timely diſcovery the whole ſcheme was de. 
feated, and his excellency acquired the repu- 
tation of an able and active miniſter. 


Peter Walters was one of thoſe men who 
from a low beginning acquired an immenſ: 
_ eſtate (chiefly) by attending to the follies ard 
extravagancies of young noblemen and gen. 
tlemen of fortune, and taking the advantage 
of their neceſſities. He was firſt an under 
ſteward to the late great earl of Ubridge, 
whom he had the addreſs to manage wit 
ſuch dexterity, that till his dyin,, hour 10 
man ſtood ſo well with that nobleman as Pete 
Walters. The earl himſelf was a great u. 
ſerer, and Peter was privy to all his bargains 
When they were alone and diſengaged, tHe! 
cuſtom was to confer notes, and tien a qur- 
ſtion aroſe, which of them had pocketed ti: 
moſt peers ? Pope calls Walters, a perſon em. 
nent in the wildom of his profeſſion as a dex. 
terous attorney, and a gocd, if not a fat 
conveyancer. It happened then one night, 
that Anthony Henley, who was a man fe. 
markable for wit; and this Peter Wale 

; : W 0 


the evil thireof, Tho' the ſermon itſelf had 
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who was as remarkable for money, met at an 
inn upon the road, and joined company. In 
the courſe of an evening's converſation Hen- 
ley rallied his new companion ſufficiently on 


his immoderate love of money, and his 


means of getting it; and Peter was no leſs 
ſevere upon Henley for his ſovereign con- 
tempt of that precious metal, and his ways of 
ſquandering it. At laſt, aid Henley, Every 
body knows, Walters, hixv you got your money, 
but I avant to know how you got your wit f—— 
I hy, ſaid Peter, I thank my ſtars, I'm not in- 
gel ted to nature for a grain of it ; but you muſt 
knw, I Haie lately beughbt a good many e/ialtes 
of men of wit, and they g MY toeir wit into 


toc ba gain. 


The lord-licutenant of Ireland having pre- 
lented Dr. Sheridan, who was a keen ſportſ- 
man, and loved ſhooting better than praying, 
to a Living in the country; the firſt Sunday 
be preached to his new pariſhoners happened 
to be the anniverſary of the king's acceſſion 
to the throne, and he undeſignedly took theſe 
words for his text; Sufficient unto the day is 


nothing of politics in it, yet ſome people took 
occaſion ty rvpreſent him to his excellency as 
4 allaffected perſon, and indeed his excei- 
lency was ſo much offended at the impropfri- 
ety of the choice he had made of a ſubject, 
ac he gave him to underſtand, he had no- 
IR ihne 
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thing farther to expect. This was ſoon uhil. 
pered about, and when it was told to Dr. 
Swift, Who indeed loved him, but could not 
ſpare nis jeſt, Poor Sheridan, ſaid he, rs ſo 
truc a markſman, that he has ſhot Lis prof 
ent dead with a fingle text. 


Upon the reſtoration of king Charles II. the 
rev. Vir. Bull, (afterwards Bp) who had loyally 
and learnedly maintained his majeſty's caulc, 
while in exile, and had ſuffered for it, was 
preſented by the king with a grant of his ſor- 
mer living, which the lord-chancellor Hyde 
nade ſome difficulty to confirm, as the then 
incumbent had no complaint preferr'd apainſ 
him, either in point of loyalty or religion, 
Mr. Bull finding lis pocket exhauſted by this 
delay, but being a man of wit, and knowing 
his majeſty's humour, took occaſion to w. 1 
per him one day as he w as in company, 7 
be had juſt had his pack, t pickt of all Hi. no 
and had nit a ſhilling left. Mell, ſaid the king 
ond can't you tell the Lief? , rep'y 4 
Bull, FI may ſpeag the iruth, I habe ane 
your mnjeſty's hand in it; and out he pu'ls tte 
grant. What! ſaid his majeſty, arg jou mit 
vet b. dee e to your ling, P—No, reply'd Bal, 
nor cer Hall either auith the chance lor's 0055 
fent ar mine ; for ncither of us would dvi 
dldiſylace ytur 227% s friend. T he king they 
gave him a recommendation to the chance! ellor 
107 the next vacancy that happen'd worth his 
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acceptance ; which he immediately went and 
deliver'd, becauſe, ſaid he, de/oys are dan- 
gerons, The chancellor, in order to make a 
memorandum of it, aſk'd his name. My 
name is Bull, anſwer'd he. Bull! ſaid the 
chancellor, Where art your horus ? Pleaſe 


your honour, reply*d Bull, the Horns always 


go along with the Hyde. 


A clergyman of the preſent time, who is 
equal in point of wit and humour to any of 


his profeſſion in former times, and for good 


ſenſe, learning and polite converſa'ion not 
inferior to the moſt accompliſhed of his co- 
temporaries, by his unlucky frolicks lately 


made himſelf the ſubject of much mirth. But 


previous to the ſtory, it muſt be remark'd, 
that the gentleman here ſpoken of has a more 
univerſal acquaintance and particular inti- 
macy with the principal nobility and gentle- 


men of rank and eminence about the court, 


than perhaps, any perſon in the kingdom be- 
tides; and as he makes it a rule never to aſk 
a favour either for his friend or himſelf, he 
is, by keeping himſelf thus independent, e- 
qually acceptable wherever he goes ; and his 
converſation has the freer ſcope. He is an 
old batchelor ; yet the ladies are no Jeſs de- 
lighted with his converſation than the men; 
as his only foible, if it may be called a foible, 
is in conſtantly turning the edge of his rallery 
agatrft thoſe huſbands, who having been ſome 
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time married, have ſailed in their cndcavours 
to materniſe their ladies. A nobleman of no 
leſs humour than himſelf, who having the 
worſt file of the argument, had been fre. 
quently his Butt, yet never thought nimiclt fo 
happy as when he had his chaplain, (as he was 
pleaſed to call him, tho' not fo in reality) 
with him, had long watch'd an opporturity 
to play him a trick, and to return him, as the 
proverb is, a Rowland for his Oliver; when, 
an accident happen'd that gratify'd his wiſh, 
The chaplain (tor io we ſhall now call bim, 
has a cuſtom, whenever he finds himſelf dull 
or heavy, to throw himſelf into the co!d-bath 
(if ſuch there be) at whoſe houſe ſoe ver he is, 
and that refreſhes him and recraits his ſpirits, 
The nobleman had obſerved this, and one 
day juſt before dinner ſeeing him preparing to 
| ſtrip, took care to aſſemble all the ladies in 
the great hall that fronted the cold-bath, and 
immediately ſet open the doors. No ſooner 
did the chaplain plunge himſelf over head 
and cars, after his uſual manner, but in went 
his cloaths along with him. 'The nobleman 
retit'd unperceiv'd, and acquainted the ladies 
with what he had done, who were no [es 
pleaſed with the trick than himſelf ; and af. 
ter keeping him ſome time there to cool, re- 
tired, and order'd the footman to call him to 
Cinner. The footman found him raking his 
cloaths out piece by piece from the wat*!, 
and in a terrible dilemma; and inſtantly ve. 

turne 


ſaddeſt miſchance—in plunging into the water 1 


ſippers, and a cloth to dry him; and was 
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tarned to acquaint his maſter with the gen- 
tleman's diſtreſs, who flew to his aſſiſtance. 
I proteſt, ſaid the chaplain, I have had the 


have unluckily dragg'd my cloaths after me, and 
I have not @ dry rag. —The nobleman feign'd 
great concern and buſtle, and order'd the {er- 
vant inſtantly to fetch a warm blanket and 


bimſelf the valet to wrap him up warm, and 
in that manrer hurried him into the drawing- 
room next where the company were to dine. 
He had ſcarce ſat down when the word was 
given for dinner. Every body was at table 
but the chaplain ; but the nobleman's lady 
would not touch a morſe] till he came. 
then, ſaid her lord, you muſt fetch him 
„curſelf; he's only in the next room he 
ſeruples to come becauſe of his crefs. Nay, 
laid her ladyſnip, I never knew him beau- 
ichly inc'in'd beſore; and in ſhe burſts into 
the room, and wich a laughing hallow, loud 
enough to be heard a mile, called all the 
company to ſee the chapiain. A peal of 
laughter enſu'd. To dinner he muſt come 
however; there was no refilling; he was 
thiecatened with violence if he did not dine in 
his new dreſs; and his moſt noble valet 
took care to fit down by him. His blanket 
was fallencd about him with a ſkever, and 
the hpure he made was droll enough, and the 
compary at dinner immoderately merry; 
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when all of a ſudden a Rattatattatt at the 
door ſilenced their jollity. Word was in— 


ſtantly brought up that the counteſs of C— 


was juſt arrived, and was coming to dinner : at 
which the chaplain riſing to retire, his valet 
ſlips out the ſkewer and down drops the blan- 
ket about his heels, leaving the picture of 
Adam in his primitive purity to the full view 

of a dozen ladies. The chaplain ſmoak'd 
the prank, and vow'd not to die in his pa- 
tron's debt. | 


A regiment of horſe in K. William's time 
being quarter'd at Canterbury, and archbi- 
ſhop Tillotſon being then at his palace in that 
City, invited all the officers of the regiment 
to dinner, giving them a day's notice before- 
hand. One of the cornets, an unlucky youth, 
whoſe turn it was to be upon duty, and who 
for that reaſon could not have the honour to 
attend the archbiſhop, thought of a ſtratagem 
to get himſelf off. A brother. officer, when 
the invitation came, happened to be on a 
party of pleaſure and heard nothing of it; 
and therefore he took care to be the firſt to in- 
form him; adding, that all were to be ca- 
techiſed that went, and thoſe that were per- 
fect were to dine with the biſhop, but if any 
were not, the puniſhment was, to dine with the 
ſervants. Then, by G—4, ſaid the captain, [/! 


march out of teaun dircetlyj.— No, reply'd the 


other, if you'll mount guard for me, I'll go in 
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rar reom, for I am perfect enough, That he Wt 
would do, he ſwore ; accordingly the youth 1 
went to dinner along with his brethren. His 1 
Grace, who was one of the politeſt church- 1 
men of his time, and knowing very well che i | 
cuſtom of the army, enquired of the colonel, * 
Who the gentlemen were that were upon 14 
duty, intending to ſend them a ſeparate invi- 4 


tation the next day. The colonel ſaid, that | 
captain Forbes, a Scots gentleman, was the | 
only abſent officer, who that day mounted 14 
guard by his own choice; and then took gc- | | 
caſion to relate the ftory ; with which the 
archbiſhop was highly diverted. His grace | 
made no uſe of the hint however, but ſent, | 

as he had deſign'd, a ſervant to the abſent 
gentleman, defiring his company by himſelf. 
The captain hurried to his friend, to know 
how he had come off, and whether he had 
beſt to go or not; telling him that now the 
archbiſhop had ſent a particular meſage to [ 
him, and he could not with good mannes 
excuſe himſelf. The cornet, by all means | 


adviſed him to go, For, ſaid he, wwe avere 4 48 
only aſhed 4 queſtion or two, and all was over. 14 
The captain, thus confi med in his reſolution, 14 
went accordingly ; and being introduced to 14 
his Grace, paid his civilities with {ſome con- 1 


fuſion, expecting every moment to be ex- 
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amined, and longing to have his taſk over. i 
Sir, {aid the archbiſhop, {am ſorry 7 cold Ab | ö | 
hate the pleaſure of „un COMPANY VE[(CFHa3« | if 
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The captain excuſed himſelf very politely, by 
repreſenting the neceſſity of diſcharging i.e 
duties of his polt. May 1 crave your nome, 
ſaid his grace. Thomas, reply'd the captain 
in a cold {weat. V hat countryman ? ſaid his 
Grace. My pgodfathers and godmotiers, au- 
ſwer'd Forbes. I do not mean to catechiſe you, 


ſaid the archbiſhop with a ſmile ; gentlemcn ef 


ihe army are apt tO be witty d ον each 1er, 
but churchmen muſt not indulge it. The captain 
was glad to find it a jeſt, and ſat down with 
Eis Grace and laugh'd heartily. 


The late king of Pruſſia, father to the pre. 
ſent, was remarkable for a total neglect of 
dreſs, ſo that he was frequently miſtaken a; 
he travelled thro' his dominions, for an ordi— 
nary perſon ; which he often did, as well to 
_ obſerve the temper of his ſubjects, as to make 
himſelf acquainted with their grievances. He 
- wore generally a blue coat, little hat, and 
white worſted ſtockings; and ſeldom travelled 
in any other dreſs. It happened one day, 
as he paſſed through Brandenburgh, upon 


one of his uſual excurſions, that he caſt his 


eyes upon a young woman of a gigantic ſta- 
ture, being near ſeven foot high, at a viliage 


forty miles diſtant from Berlin. Such a ſight 
as this never eſcaped his majeſty unnoticed. 
He alighted from his horſe, and cauſed her to 

be brought before him. He examined her 23 
to her age and condition of life; and — 
Fg | : 
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ſhe was a poor ſhoemaker's daughter of nine- 
teen, ſingle, and unengaged ; he immediately 
ſat down and wrote a letter to the colonel of 
the royal regiment of grenadier-guards, at 
Berlin, commanding him to cauſe the bearer 
to be inſtantly married to the talleſt man in 
his corps, and to be ſure to ſee the ceremony 
performed. This letter he diliver'd to the 
young woman, without acquainting her with 
the contents; but making her a handſome 
preſent enjoin'd her on pain of the king's diſ- 
pleaſure, to carry it as directed, and to de- 
liver it into the general's own hand; this 
done he proceeded on his journey. The girl 
having never been at Berlin, and not ſuſpe&- 
ing the perſon in the blue coat, who had 
given her the letter, to be the king, bar- 
gained with an old woman in the neighbour- 
hood to carry the letter, at the ſame time 
charging her with the very ſame injunction to 
deliver it as ſhe herſelf had juſt received from 
the gentleman in blue. 'The woman was 
true to her truſt, and delivered the letter; 
but the general on reading the contents, and 
viewing the perſon that brought it, was ſur- 
priſed. However, his majeſty's orders were 
peremptory, and muſt be obey'd : the parties 
met and were married ; and the affair re- 
main'd a myſtery till his majeſty's return to 
his capital ; when, the firſt perſons he wanted 
to ſee were his handſome, new-married cou- 
tle. He was aſtoniſhed at the fight of hs 
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bride, and in a violent rage demanded hoy 
ſhe came tc practiſe ſuch an abominable de. 
ceit ? The old woman told him, the truth; 
and lifting up her eyes to heaven, acknowv. 
| ledged the goodneſs of Providence in bringing ſuch 


a wonderful work of charity ſo unexpedediy 
about. 


In the year 1685, when king James II. 
came to the crown, a motion was made in 
parliament and put to the vote, Whether his 
majeſty ſhould be permitted to employ popilh 
_ officers in his army, or not? This important 
queſtion, on which the eſtabliſhment of the 
| ee an or the popiſh religion in theſe 

ingdoms depended, came to a ſingle vote, 
and was carried in favour of the former by a 
providential accident. A courtier, who was 
to watch every voter where the member had 
any employment under the king, obſerved 
one that had a regiment going to vote againlt 
the court; and ſeeing him, put him warmly 
in mind of his regiment. He made anſwer, 
| My brother aied laſt night and left me 7ool. a 
year ; which fingle vote gain'd a majority, 
and ſaved the proteſtant religion. 


While the reverend Mr. Whiſton, ſo well 
known in the learned world for his numerous 
writings, enjoy'd the living of Lowitoff, a 
fiſhing-town on the coaſt of Suffolk, the pa- 
riſh-officers came to him to ſet his hand to a 
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licence for ſetting up a new alehouſe; the 
juſtices having paid them that compliment as 
ot to grant the licence without the conſent 
of their miniſter, Mr. Whiſton was of ſuch 
temperance and ſobriety that he looked upon 
all ſuch houſes as nurſeries of vice; and 
therefore diſmiſs'd them, with this ſhort an- 
ſwer, That if they ewould bring him a paper to 
| ſign to pull down an alehouſe, he would certainly 
| ion it; but would never ſign one to ſet up a 
cape for the Devil. 5 


When Dr. Leigh was vice- chancellor of 
| Oxford, application was made to him by ſe- 
veral perſons as well of the town as the uni- 
verſity, in favour of a flying itinerant, who 
for the diverſion of the innabitants would un- 
| certake to {ly from the top of the ſteeple of 
St. Mary's church into the adjoining mea- 
| dows, if the vice chancellor would give him 
leave; but the doctor, with his ufual plea- 
| lantry, ſaid, That every body ſhould have his 
free conſent to fly ro the church, but he never 
would give leave for one to fly from it ; and ſo 
| Ulmiſs'd the petitioners. | 


The great biſhop Stillingfleet, tho? one of 
the ablett divines that ever lived, yet was not 
| Witnout vanity, as will appear from the fol- 

lowing ſtory; a city divine, of good deſert 
and preferment, but wanting flill more pre- 
ferment, applied himſelf to the biſhop for his 

| | recom- 
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recommendation, which was then of the 
higheſt value at court. Mr. Bentley, (after- 
wards the famous Dr. Bentley} was at that 
time chaplain to the biſhop ; and was within 
bearing when among other things the city 
divine, in order to gain his ſuit, ſaid, That 
his lordſhip's character was ſo extraordinary, 
that if it were thought proper to have an uni. 
everſal biſhop over the whole church, no man 
«was ſo fit for it as his lordſhip. Bentley was 
_ provoked at this extravagant flattery, but the 
old man was pleaſed with it, granted the 
recommendation deſired, and otherwiſe be. 
friended the flatterer. From whence Bentley 

drew this maxim; Flatter but encugb, ond 
you'll conquer every body; a maxim, of which 
he afterwarcs made good ule. 


Mr. Whiſton, being one day in diſcourſe 
with the late lord-chief-juſtice King, who 
was brought up at Exeter a rigid diffenter, a 
debate aroſe about ſigning articles which men 
do not believe, for the fake of preferment; 
which the chicf-juſtice openly juſtify'd, te 
cauſe, {aid he, abe muſt not loſe our ujefulni); 
fer ſcruples. Whiſton, who was of quite an 
oppeſite opinion, afk'd his lordſhip, Vin their 
cots they alloaved of ſuch prewarication? He 


anſwered, They did not. Then, ſaid Whiſton, 
ſuppoſe God Almighty ſhould be as juſt in the neat | 


world, as my lord chicf juſtice is in this, where 
are we thin? 
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About the year 1715. when Dr. Halley's 


ſcheme and other aſtronomical ſchemes of the 


great ſolar eclipſe, which foretold the preciſe 
time of the beginning and ending of that e- 
clipſe, and that it would be total, was cried 
about every where in London, there hap- 
| pened to be a Mahometan envoy here, from 


Tripoli, who at firſt thought people diſtracted 


for pretending to know ſo very exactly when 
God Almighty would totally over- ſhadow the 
ſun, which his own muſſulmen were not able 
todo. He concluding thus, that God Al- 
mighty would never reveal ſo great a ſecret 
to us unbelievers, when he did not reveal it 
to thoſe whom he eftecmed true belicvers. 
However, when the eclipſe came preciſely as 
thoſe ſchemes had foretold, he was then aſk'd 
by lord Forfar, what he now thought of the 
matter? His anſwer was, That they muſt 
| bave their intilligence from the devil; fir he 
was ſure that God would never correſpond with 
fuch a awretched ſuit of unbilicvers as the Engliſh 


aſironcmers b ere. 


The late archbiſhop Potter, before his pro- 
motion to the See of Canterbury, was re- 
commended to the late queen as a perſon of 
great piety, learning, moderation, and with- 
out any marks of pride and vanity ; but he 


was no ſooner tranſlated to Lambeth, than 


he was obſerved to take high and pontifical 
tate upon him, and to carry bis pomp and 
| 8 | 
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appearance farther than any of his predecel. 
ſors; upon which, her majeſty, who had 
been the ſole inſtrument of his advancement, 
being acquainted with this ſudden alteration 
in the archbiſhop's behaviour, made this re- 
flection; Happy, ſaid the, 75 that man who is 
not made a Worſe chriſizan by bt ing ma. le a bi. 
ſhop, but thrice hapfy is he xcho is not made a 
much wwerſe chriflian by being mace an art 


biſhop. 


There is a ſtory of a learned friar in [aly, 
famous for his piety and knowledge of man- 
kind, who being commanded to preach be- 
fore the pope at a year of jubilee, repaired 
to Rome a pag while before the Cay ap- 
poi: ted, to ice the faſhion of the conclave, 

and to iccommodate his ſermon the better to 
the folemnity ef the eccafion. At length, 
when the day came, having ended his prayer, 
he, looking a long time about, at laſt cried 
out with a loud and vehement voice, three 
times, St. Petry abus a foil; St. Peter was 4 
fool ; St. Petty was a val; and then cam? 
down from the pulpit. Being afterwarc: 
queſtioncd before the pope concerning ths 
unſuitzblene's of this behaviour, he ma 
this reply; Curely, Hl al her, if a cardinal 
FR 5g io each ubow.ding in autalih, honour, 
aud pr. n 22 205 ard Icing at eaſe, and aul. 
lowing in ſleth and in 3 ſeldom or new 
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evho took ſuch a hard way of travelling thither, 


by faſting, preaching, abſlinence and humi- 


liation. 


The late lord Stanhope, when he was made 


firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury and chancel- 


lor of the exchequer, was queſtioned between 
jeſt and earneſt by Mr. Walpole, who ſome 
years after that nobleman's death, ſucceeded 


to the ſame high offices, concerning the ma- 


nagement of public money. His lordſhip, 
inſtead of juſtifying himſelf, made this reply; 
You'll one day know, young man, that whenever 
you ſet your foot within the threſhold of a court, 
you muſt be as great a rogue as ever was hang d 


at Jyburu. And ſome people were of opi- 


nion the earl was a true prophet. 


The famous biſhop Rundle, in his younger 
days, before he was made dean of Durham, 
was publickly accuſed of ſcepticiſm, and the 
then biſhop of London, Gibſon, was ſo well 
convinced of the truth of the charge, that he 
oppoſed his preferment in the church with all 
his weight, The reaſon of this ſuſpicion a- 
role from the company he kept, ſuch as, 
Cannon, Toland, Tindal, Morgan, Chub, 


Ven, and other free thinkers, of whom there 
aroſe a formidable body at that time, which 


in point of learning have never been equalled 
by their ſucceſſors fince. What the biſhop 
endeavoured to prove was, ſome words 
S 2 ſpoken 
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ſpoken negatively by Rundle concerning A. 
braham's oitering up Iſaac; which he repre. 
ſented as a tacit denial of the authority of the 
bible. The matter was debated in counci], 
when lord Harrington who oppoſed the hi. 
ſhop, told him frankly, that he could fee no 
ſuch mighty matter in it if Rundle did ſay the 
words charged upon him; for, added his 
lordſhip, if I had been a juſtice of place in the 
days of Abraham, and had ſeen him about to of. 


fer up his ſon for a ſacrifice, 1 ſhould certainly 
have laid him by the heels. 


Dr. Cannon being once aſk'd by Whiſton, 
after having ſigned the thirty-nine articles 
and joined with the Athanaſian Creed, 
How one that believed ſo very little could 
join in a thing ſo very abſurd, when he him- 
ſelf had abſolutely refuſed ſo to do; anſwer'd 
ſmartly, What is one man's meat 15 another 


man's poiſon, Mr. Whiſlon. 


Some of the readers of this little book will 
not be diſpleaſed to find in it the way 
curious Anecdote concerning the diſcovery 0 
the Newtonian philoſophy. Sir Iſaac began 
his philoſophical ſtudies upon the Carteſian 
principles, which then were almoſt univer- 
ially adopted; but a thought ſtarting into his 
mind to try Whether the ſame power did not 
keep the moon in her orbit, notwithſtanding 
Ler projectile velocity, which - knew al- 
Ways 


— ——— 
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ways tended to go along a ſtrait line, the tan- 
gent of that orbit, which makes ſtones and all 


heavy bodies with us fall downward, and 


which we call Gravity ; taking this poſtula- 
tum, which had been thought of before, that 
ſuch power might decreaſe in a duplicate propor- 
tion of the diſtances from the earth's center, 
Upon Sir Iſaac Newton's firſt trial, when he 
took a degree of a great circle on the earth's 
ſurface, whence a degrce at the diſtance of 
the moon was to be detgrm.n<d allo, to be 
60 meaſured miles only, according to the 
groſs meaſures then in uſe. He was in ſome 


degree diſappointed, and the power that re- 
ſtrain'd the moon in her orbit, meaſured by 


the verſed fines of that orbit, appeared not to 
be quite the ſame that was to be expected, 
had it been the power of gravity alone, by 
which the moon was there influenced. Upon 
this diſappointment, which made Sir Ilaac 
ſuſpect that this power was partly that of 
gravity, and partly that of the Carteſian vor- 
tices, he threw aſide the paper of his calcula- 
tion, and went to other fludles. However, 
ſome time afterwards, when Monſ, Picart 
had much more exactly meaſure the earth, 
and found that a degree oli a great circle was 
693 ſuch miles, Sir Iſaac, in turning over 
ſome of his former papers, ſtumbled upon 
this old imperfect calculation; and correct- 
ing his former error, diicovercd tiat this 
power, at the true corred diſtance of the 
| 8 3 moon 
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moon from the earth, not only tended to the 
earth's center, as did the common power of 
gravity with us, but was exactly of the right 
quantity; and that if a ſtone was carried up 
to the moon, or to 60 ſemidiameters of the 
earth, and let fall downward by its gravuy, 
and the moon's own menſtrual motion was 
ſtopt, and ſhe was let fall by that power 
which before retained her in her orbit, they 
would exactly fall towards the ſame point, and 
with the ſame velocity, which was therefore 
no other power than gravity. And ſince that 
power appeared to extend as far as the moon, 
at the diſtance of 240, ooo miles, it was but 
natural, or rather neceſſary, to ſuppoſe it 
might reach twice, thrice, four times, &c. 
the {ame diſtance, with the ſame diminution, 
according to the ſquares of ſuch diſtances 
perpetually. Which noble diſcovery proved 
the happy occaſion of the invention of the 
wonderful Newtonian philoſophy. 


Victor Amadeus, the late king of Sardi- 
nia, had governcd that kingdom with great 
wiidom for many years, when he at Jaſt 
formed a reſolution of reſigning the crown in 
favour of his ſon, the preſent reigning mo- 
narch ; which he accordingly did, Sept. 30, 
1730, Contrary to the advice of his miniſters, 
and againſt the remonſtrances of the prince 
himſch', Wao conjured him to keep the reins 
of government in his own hands till Wr 

| jou: 
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ſhou!d put a period to his dominion. His 
ſecret motive for this ſtep, was, that he 
might retire, and wear out the remainder of 
his life in dalliance with the countcſs of Se- 
baſtian, whom he had reſolved to marry ; bat 
the reaſons declared in the act of demifſion 
were, the fatigues of a long reign, and the in- 
firmities of age. After this ceremony the 
old king ſet out with his miſtreſs for Cham- 
berry, che place he had choſen for his reſi- 


dence. But whether he grew tired of dal- 


liance, or was inſtigated by the ambitious 
views and ſollicitations of the counteſs his 
wife, he ſoon entertained thoughts of re- 
aſcending the throne ; and for that end wrote 
ſecretly to ſeveral of his former favourites, 
who carried his letters to the new king. His 
majeſty, willing to make his father eaſy, paid 


him a viſit at Chamberry ; but found him 


much out of temper. Charles, however, 
(for that is the preſent king's name) deſired 
the counteſs of Sebaſtian to employ her good 
_ offices to pacify him, offering any thing to 
content him; but adding, 4s my father has 
made me king, king I wil! be. The lady pro- 
miſed him fair, but had no intention of keep- 


ing her word. Soon aſter Charles's return 


to Turin, Victor wrote him word, that the 
air of Chamberry did not agree with him, and 
deſired leave to reſide at Montcalier ; but 
withovt waiting for an anſwer, ſet out for 
that callle, The young king was not diſ- 


pleaſed 
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pleaſed to have him under his eye; but the 
miniſtry finding the old king reſolute to re- 


mount the throne, adviſed him to confine 


him, which with great difficulty he conſented 
to do; but in ſigning the order his hand ſhook 
ſo, that the ſecretary was obliged to guide it. 
In conſequence cf this order the count de la 
Perouſe arreſted the old king at Montcalier, 
and conducted him to the caftle of Rivoli. 
At his departure he aſked only for three 
things ; his wife, his papers, and his ſnuff. 
box ; but only could obtain the laſt. He 
Vas treated at Rivoli with great reſpe& by 
the officers appointed to guard him, but no 
body was allowed to ſee him. He died there 
in 1732, aged about fixty-f1x. 


About the latter end of laſt ſeſſions a bill 


paſſed in parliament in favour of foreign Jews, 
in order to encourage ſuch of them as were 
rich to come aud ſetile in England, by ena- 
bling them to be naturaliz'd without baptiſin 


Or the tacramental teſt. This gave Offence to 


many, who thought ſo great an indulgence to 
tae enemics of Chriſt, was giving them an 
undue preference to proteſtant diet. rs, Wo 
are neither allowed to be naturalized, if fo- 
reigners, nor to enjoy any offices in the ſtate 

if natives, without theſe qualifications ; not 
i, trciently conſidering, that baptiſm and tie 
ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper are rites ac- 
knowledged by all chriſt'ans, and that the 


form 
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form of adminiſtration is the only point in 
diſpute with them; whereas the whole cere- 


mony is ſo utteriy inconſiſtent with the prin- 
ciples of the Jewiſh religion, that they muſt 


renounce the latter, or not ſubmit to the for- 


mer; a reſtraint which muſt neceſſarily keep 
every conſcientious Jew at a diſtance, and 
which it was undoubtedly good policy to re- 
move. Mr. R-—, member for C—t—y, 


was one of thoſe gentlemen who was of this 


way of thinking, and who conſequently voted 


in favour of the bill; but after the ſeſſions 


was over, returning home and thinking to 
pay his reſpects to his conſtituents, upon his 
firſt arrival, he repaired to an inn where he was 
informed a great number of them were to 
dine; and being admitted to the room where 
the company met, with his uſual frankneſs 
ſaid, He thought himſelf extremely happy at his 
firſt coming among ſi them, to find ſo many of his 
worthy friends together, and would do himſelf 
the honour, with their permiſſion, to dine with 
them; but the reception he met with was 
very different to what he expected. One of 
the company for the reſt reply'd, That indeed 


he could not dine with them, for they had no- 


thing but Pork for dinner, and they knew that 
Jews had an averſion to Pork. 


Mr. , member for B ſtol, met a re- 
buke no leſs ſevere from a quaker of that 
city, who being upon change there when 

e Mr. 


202 ANECDOTES, e. 


Mr, — made his public appearance, be ſa- 
luted him as he did many others with the 
common civilities of friendſhip, by aſking 
kindly concerning the welfare of himſelf and 
family. Thequaker made no reply, and the 
member repeated his compliments ; the qua- 
ker was ſtill as filent as before ; on which 
Mr. —— aſk'd, if he did not hear him? Yes 
Friend, ſaid he, 1 heard thee ; but 1 don't un- 
derſiand Hebrew. 


During the reign of the late king George, 
while Sir Richard Steele had the direction of 
his majeſty's company of comedians, plays 
were frequently acted in the Great Hall of 
the palace at Hampton-Court, for the diver- 
ſion of the royal family. One day his ma- 
jeſty had order'd Shakeſpear's Harry the 8th, 
which is no other than a ſort of dramatic 
chronicle of an old Engliſh court, to be pre- 
ſented before him: and when it was over, 
the earl of Sunderland meeting Sir Richard 
in the Collonade, and aſking him gravely, 
how the king liked | it, reply'd with his uſual 
humour, So terribly well, my lord, that 1 was 
 afrail [ ſpould have loft all my actors] for! 
was not ſure the king avould not keep them to fi 1 
the poſts at Court, he * them Jo fit for in 
the lay. 


Mr. J—ph Clos, a perſon noted for his 


humour and genteel adurels, but inclin'd " 
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be a little too free upon certain occaſions, 
when the current of wit flows too ſtrong for 
him to refill, happened to dine one day at the 
tavern, and to fit next a gentleman who had 
his hair tied up in a knot. This was too fair 
an occaſion to miſs, cho' the gentleman was a 
ſtranger to him, and ſo liſting up the lock, 
and playing with it in his hand, I this Lock 
upon human Underſtanding, Sir, ſaid J-e ? The 
gentleman looked ſternly at him, and in wrath 
was pulling out his ſword, when the glitter- 
ing of the blade fo terrify'd our punſter, that 
it diſarm'd him of wit, and fill'd him with 
compunction. Down he dropt upon his 
knees, and with a tone of voice that rais'd 
both mirth and pity, f ray, Sir, aon't be angry, 
Imeant no manner of harm, indeed I didn't ; my 
name is foe Cl, Tncwver mean any thing. 
Tu the noted Foil of Fl—t—t, and wry bedy 
anows I mean Nothing. The gentieman's wrath 
was turned into merriment, and He recover- 
ing from his fright, diverted the company the 
| Whole afternoon with many ſmart Turns. 


There 1s a ſtory of the memorable Joſeph 
Collins of Oxford, otherwiſe called Frnny Foe, 
which has ſomething of humour and miſchief 
in it, pertinent enough to the occaſion; which 
was this. After the murder of K. Charles I. 
a commiſſion was appoinied to ſurvey the 
king's houſe at Wooditock, with the manor, 


park, woods, and other demeſnes to that ma- 
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nor belonging ; and Collins, under a feigned 


name, hired himſelf as Secretary to the com- 
miſſioners; who upon the 13th of October, 
1649, met, and took up their reſidence in 


the king's own rooms; his majeſty's bed. 


chamber they made their kitchen, the coun- 
cil-hall their pantry, and the preſence-cham- 
ber was the place where they ſat for the dif- 


patch of buſineſs. His majeſty's dining- room 


they made their wood-yard and ſtored it with 
the wood of the famous royal-oak from the 
High park, which, that nothing might be 
left with the name of king about it, they had 
dug up by the roots, and ſplit and bundled 


up into faggots for their firing. Things be- 


ing thus prepared, they ſat on the 16th of the 


ſame month for the diſpatch of buſineſs ; and 


in the midſt of their firſt debate, there enter'd 


a large black dog (as they thought) which 
made a dreadful howling, overturn'd two or 
three of their chairs, and then crept under a 


bed, and vaniſh'd ; this gave them the greater 
ſurpriſe as the doors were kept conſtantly 


lock'd, ſo that no real dog could get in or 
out; the next day their ſurpriſe was increaſed, 
when ſitting at dinner in a lower room, they 
heard plainly the noiſe of perſons walking 


over their heads, tho' they well knew the 


doors were all lock'd, and there could be no 


body there; preſently after they heard allo 
all the wocd of the kiog's oak brought by 
perce.s from the dyning-room, and thrown 
; ; WIA 
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with great violence into the preſence-cham- 
ber; as alſo all the chairs, ſtools, tables, and 
other furniture, forcibly hurled about the 
room ; their own papers of the minutes of 
their tranſactions torn, and the ink-glaſs 
broken. When all this noiſe had ſome time 
ceaſed, Giles Sharp, their ſecretary, propoſed 
to enter firſt into theſe rooms; and in pre- 
ſence of the commiſſioners, of whom he re— 
ceived the key, he opened the doors, and 
found the wood ſpread about the room, the 
chairs toſſed about and broken, the papers 
torn, the ink-glaſs broken, as has been ſaid) 
but not the leaſt tract of any human creature, 
nor the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect one, as the 
doors were all faſt, and the keys in the cuſ- 
tody of the commiſſioners. It was therefore 
unanimouſly agreed, that the power who did 
this miſchief, muſt have entered the room at 
the key-hole. The night following, Sharp, 
the ſecretary, with two of the commiſſioners 
ſervants, as they were in bed in the ſame 
room, which room was contiguous to that 
where the commiſſioners lay, had their bed's 
feet lifted up ſo much higher than their heads, 
that they expected to have their necks bro- 
ken, and then they were let fall at once with 
ſo much violence as ſhook the whole houſe, 
and more than ever terrify'd the commiſſio- 
ners. On the night of the 19th, as all were 
in ved in the ſame room for greater ſafety, 
and lights burning by them, the candles in 
+ | an 
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an inſtant went out with a ſulphurous ſmell, 
and that moment many trenchers of wood 
were hurled about the room, which next 
morning were found to be the ſame their ho. 
nours had caten on the day before, which 
were all removed from the pantry, tho' nat a 
lock was found opened in the whole houſe, 
The next night they ſtill farcd worſe, the 
candles went out as belore, the curtains of 
their honours beds were rattled to and fro 
with great violence, their honours received 
many cruel blows and bruites by eight great 
pewter diſhes and a number ef wooden tren- 
chers being thrown on their beds, which being 
heaved off were heard rolling about the room; 
tho' in the morning none of theſe were to be 
ſeen. This night likewiſe they were alarmed 
with the tumbling down of oalen billets a- 
bout their beds, and other frightt.l noiſes, bit 
all was clear in the morning as if no fuck 
things had happened. The next night the 
keeper of the king's houſe and his dog, lay 
in the commiſſioners ruom, and then they hal 
no diſturbance. But on the night of the 220, 
tho“ the dog Jay in the room as before, yet 
the candles went out, a number of bxic!;-bats 
fell from the chimney into the room, the dog 
hovled piteoufly, their bed-cloaths were ul 
ſtripped off, and their terror increaſed. Un 
the 24th they thought all the wocd of the 
 kirg's oak was violently thrown down ©) 
teu bed-lides, they counted ſixty four buy 
| | that 
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that fell, and ſome hit and ſhook the beds in 
which they lay ; but in the morning none 
were found there, nor had the door been o- 
pened where the billet-wood was kept. 'The 
next night, the candles were put out, the cur- 
tains rattled, and a dreadful crack like thun- 
der was heard ; and one of the ſervants run- 
ning to ſee if his maſter were not kill'd, found 
three dozen trenchers laid ſmoothly under 
the quilt. by him; but all this was nothing to 
what ſucceeded afterwards; the 29th about 


midnight the candles went out, ſomething 
walked majeſtically through the room and 


opened and ſhut the window); great ſtones 
were thrown violently into the room, ſome of 
which fell on the beds, others on the floor ; 
and at about a quarter after one, a noiſe was 
heard as of forty cannon diſcharged together, 
and again repeated at about eight minutes di- 
ſtance. This alarmed and raiſed all the 
neighbourhood, who coming into their ho- 
nours room gathered up the great ſtones, four- 
ſcore in number, and laid them by in the 


corner of a field, where, in Dr. Plot's time, 


who reports this ſtory, they were to be ſeen. 


This noiſe, like the diſcharge of cannon, was 


heard through all the country for ſixteen 
miles round. During theſe noiſes, which 
were heard in both rooms together, the com- 
miſſioners and their ſervants gave one another 
over for loſt, and cry'd out for help; and 


Giles Sharp inatching up a ſword, had well 


1 | nigh 
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nigh killed one of their honours, millal;ing 
him for the ſpirit, as he came in his ſhirt from 
his own room to theirs. While they were to- 
gether the noiſe was continued, and part of the 
tiling of the houſe was ſtript off, and all the 
windows of an upper room were taken away 
with it. On the zoth at midnight, ſome: 
thing walked into the chamber treading like 
a bear; it walked many times about, then 
threw the warming pan violently on the floor; 
at the ſame time a large quantity of broken 
8 accompanied with great ſtones and 
horſes bones came pouring into the room 
with uncommon force; theſe were all found 
in the morning to the aſtoniſhment and terror 
of the commiſſioners, who were yet deter- 
mined to go on with their buſineſs. But on 
the firſt of November, the moſt dread ful ſcene 
of all enſued; candles in every part of the 
room were lighted up, and a great fire made; 
at midnight, the candles all yet burning, a 
noiſe like the burſt of a cannon was heard in 
the room, and the burning billets were toſſed 
about by it even into their honours beds, who 
called Giles and his companions to their re- 
lief, otherwiſe the houſe had been burnt to 
the ground ; about an hour after, the candles 
went out as uſual, the crack as of many can- 
non was heard, and many pai!fuls of green 
ſtinking water were thrown upon their ho- 
nours beds; great ſtones were alſo throw 


in as before, the bed-curtains and bedſtead: 
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torn and broken, the windows ſlatter'd, and 
the whole neighbourhood alarmed with the 
moſt dreadful noiſes; nay, the very rabbet- 
ſealers that were abroad that night in the 
warren were ſo terrify'd that they fled for 
fear, and left their ferrets behind them. One 
of their honours this night ſpoke, and, 71 the 
nam? if God, aſt' d what it was, aud why it 
aftur -bid them ſo? No anſwer was given to 
this; but the noiſe ceaſed for a while, when 
the ſpirit came again, and as they all agreed, 
brought with it ſeven devils worje than itſelf. 
One of the ſervants now lighted a large can- 
dle and ſet it in the door-way, between the 
two chambers, to ſee what paſſed ; and as he 
watched it he plainly ſaw a hoof ſtriking the 


candle and candleſtick into the middle of the 


room, and afterwards making three ſcrapes 
over the ſnuff, ſcraped it out. Upon this, 
the ſame perſon was ſo bold as to draw a 
iword, but he had ſcarce got it out, when he 
felt another inviſible hand had hold of it too, 
and pulled with him for it, and at length pre- 
vailing, ftruck him fo er on the head 
with the pummel, that he fell down for dead 
with the blow. At this inſtant was heard an- 
other burſt like the diſcharge of the broad- 
ſide of a ſhip of war, and at about a minute 
or two's diſtance each, no leſs than nineteen 
more ſuch , theſe ſhook the houſe fo vio- 
lently that they expected every moment it 
would fall upon their heads, The neigh- 
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bours on this, as has been ſaid, being all a- 
larmed, flock'd to the houſe in great num- 
bers, and all joined in prayer and pſalm-fing- 
ing; during which the noiſe ſti! continued in 
the other rooms, and the diſcharge of cannons 


was heard as from without, tho' no viſible a. 


gent was ſeen to diſcharge them. But what 
as the molt a'arming ot all, and put an end 
to Aiden proceedings eRually, happen'd the 
next day as they were all at dinner, when, a 
paper in which they had ſigt ed a mutual a 


greemen t to reſetve a part of the promiſes 
out of the general! lurveßy, and afterwards to 


ſhare it equally amongſt 'em, {which pap? 

they had hid for the preſent, under the earth 
in a pot in one corner of the room, and in 
which an orauge- tree grew! was conſumed in 


a Wonderful manner, 'by the earth's taking 
fire with which the pot was filled, and burn- 


ing violently with a blue fume, and an in— 
tolerable ſtench, ſo that they were all driven 
out of the houſe; to which they could never be 
again prevailed upon to return. 


[This wonderful contrivance was all the in- 
vention of Funny Joe, as we wie e already 
ſaid, who having hired himſelf for ſecretuy, 
under the name of Giles Sharp, by Knowing 


the private traps belonging to the houſe, and 


tne help of Pulvis Fulminans, and other chic- 


mica! preparations, and letting his fellow- 


{crvanis into the ſcheme, ang d on the de- 
Ccit 


7. 


y 
v 
a 
x 
[ 
\ 
| 
t 
{ 


* ſ _— Y 


ANECDOTES, r.. 211 


ecit to the very Jaſt, without diſcovery, inſo- 
much that the late Dr. Plot, in his Natural 
Hiſtory, relates the whole for fact, and con- 
cludes in this grave manner; That tho' 
tricks have been often play'd in affairs of 
* this kind, many of the things above re- 
* lated, are not reconcileable with juggling ; 
* ſuch as, the loud noiſes beyond the power 
© of man to make, without ſuch inſtruments 
as were not there; the tearing and break- 
ing the beds; the throwing about the fire; 
* the hoof treading out the candle : and the 
6 * Kriving for the {word, and the blow the 

man received from the pummel of. u . 
a al this, Funny Toe accompliſhed without any pre- 
ternatural aſſiſtance. }] 


After ſentence of death had been pro- 
nounced againſt king Charles J. endeavours 
were ſtill uſed by his friends to ſave his oh 
and among the reſt, Col. john Cromwell, 
near relation of Oliver's, was employ'd Aud 
that purpoſe. It was well known thatOliver 
would put no faith in the king, becauſe he 
had once before deceived him; and therefore 

tue colonel was diſpatch'd to Holland with 
certain papers to be ratify'd by the States- 
General. The colonel ſucceeded in his com- 
miſhon, and ſoon returned with Credential 
Letters from the States of Holland, whcreto 
was added a blank, with the king's ſignet, 
and another with the prince's, both confirmed 


by 
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by the States, and directed to Cromwell, for 


him to fet down his own conditions, if he 
would now ſave his majelty's life ; for the 
due performance of which conditions, the 
States he'd their faith engaged. With theſe 
diſpatches the colonel waited upon Oliver, 
and with difficulty obtain'd an audience. Af. 
ter the firſt ceremonies had paſt, the colonel 
deſired to ſpeak a few words with him in pri- 
vate, and began with much freedom to ſet 
before him the heinouſneſs of the fact then 
about to be committed, and to te!l him with 
what deteſtation it was looked upon abroad; 
adding, That of all men living he never could 
hade imagined, he would hade had an; haid in 
fech an ct, who, in his hearing, bad proteſtid 
Ja much for the king, To this Cromwell an- 
ſwered, It abas not his doings, but the arimy's; 


but ſuppoſing it was, ſaid he, and thut I had 
once thoun ht favourably of the king, yet tima 


are alter'd now, and Providence /: ems to or 
things otherwiſe. He added, That he had 
pray'd and fajled for the king, Eut no return 


the colonel ſtept a little back, and ſuddenly 
mut the door, which made Cromwell appre- 
hend he was going to be aſſaſſinated; bit 


Couſin, this is no time to trifle with awor's; 
fee, here it is in your own power not ouly to mite 
yourſelf, but your family, relations, and poſterii y 
batpy and boaiurabie for euir ; otheraviſe, © 


this 


that way was yet made t him. Upon this, 


tlic other pulling out his papers, ſaid to him, 


nl 
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they have changed their name before from Wil— 
liams to Cromwell, / nw they muſt be forced 
to change'it again; for this fatt will bring ſuch 
an ignominy upon the whele generation of them, 
that no time will be able to deface, At this 
Cromwell paus'd a little, and then ſaid, 

Couſin, I deſire you ævill give me till night to 
confider of it 3 and do you go to your lodging, but 
not to bed, till you hear from me. The colonel 


did accordingly, and about one in the mory- 


ing a meſſenger was ſent to tell him, he might 
go to reſt, and expe no other anſwer to carry 
to the king ; for the council of officers had been 
ſeeking God, as he alſo had done himſelf, and 
it was reſolved by them all that the king muſt 
8 


Every body has heard of admiral Blake, 


who perhaps carried the honour of his coun- 
try to as high a pitch as any man that ever 


liv'd : one inſtance of which deſerves to be 
written in indelible characters upon the heart 
of every Britiſh ſubject. This great officer 
being at Malaga with his fleet, ſome of his 
ſeamen out of curioſity went on ſhore at a 
time when the hoſt was carrying about the 
ſtreets, as is uſual in all catholic countries 
upon every grand feſtival ; but inſtead of be- 
having with that decency which ſerious men 
ought in a foreign country, they not only re- 
fuled to pay any honours to the bleſſed image 
themſelves, but laugh'd at thole that did; than 

5 | which 
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which there could not be a groſſer affront. 
One of the prieſts fired with holy zeal on the 
ſuppoſed indignity caſt upon his God, in- 
ſpired the people with reſentment againſt the 
ſcoffers, ſo that they fell furiouſly upon 
them and drove them to their ſhips, not with- 
out ſome loſs of blood on both ſides. The 
{ſailors complain'd to their commander of the 
uſage they had met with from the townſmen, 
and one and all petitioned for leave to take 
their own revenge. But the admiral pro- 
miſed them ſatisfaction in a more honourable 


way; accordingly he inſtantly diſpatch'd a 


trumpeter to the governor of the town to de- 
mand the prieſt who had been the chief pro- 
moter of the tumult. The governor return'd 
for anſwer, That he had no authority over 
the pr.clts, and therefore could not comply 
with the admiral's demand, But Blake ſeat 
word back, That he would not enquire who 
had the power to ſend the prieſt to him, but 
if he were not ſent within three hours, he 


would burn the town. Upon this reſolute 


meſſage, the governor thought proper to de- 
liver up the prieſt ; who with fear and tremb- 
bling appear'd before the admiral, expecting 
no other than to be hang'd that inſtant upon 
the yard-arm. But Blake though: fit to hear 
what he had to ſay in juſtification of his con- 
duct. The prielt very naturally laid the 
blame of all the miſchief upon the rude be- 


havicur of the ſeamen, who had ridieal'd one 


of 
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of the mot ſolemn rites of their moſt holy 
church. Blake anſwered, That if he had 
complained to him of the inſult, he would 
have puniſhed ſeverely the authors of it; 
ſince he would not allow his men to affront 
the eſtabliſh'd religion of any place at which 
he might have occaſion to touch ; but he 
took it heinouſly, that he ſlo: Id ſpirit up 
the Spaniards to uch inſolence; for he would 
have ail the world to know, That an Enolifh- 
man bas only to te punihed ly an Engliſhman. 
However, he civilly treated the prieſt and 
diſmiſſed him, being ſatisfied he had him in his 
power. Cromwell was excecairgly pleaſed 
with this incident, and read the letters in 
council which gave an account of it, with 
uncommon ſat: sfacti jon, adding, that FE heped 
4% moe the name of n Hngliſhman as much re- 
word as ever as tht of as void Roman. 


Mr. Whiſton 2 one knows, was a man 
of great learning, a voluminous writer, a 
good mathem marician, ard ſtrongly inclined to 
be a reformer of the church. This conceited 
vanity of his expoſed him to many inconve- 
n:ences, and he ſacrificed ail his preferments 
both in the church and college to a fanciful 
humour of reſtoring primitive chriſtianity, by 
endeavouring to introduce the apoſtolical 
conſtitutions of the two firſt centuries of the 
chriſt; an ra upon the ſame footing with the 

| {Our Goſpels, and by denying the Divinity of 
Chritt 
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Chrit. He affected beſides, a more than or. 
dinary ſcill in expounding the prophecies of 
the Old and New Teſtament ; and on that 
foundation he ventured to foretel the preciſe 
time of the commencement of the Millenium 
and the calling of the Jews; which period 
having nicely computed, he himſelf happily 
outliv'd, aid having review'd his calculation, 
and corrected his error, again outlived his 
ſecond prediction; but at length upon an- 
Other review, he fixt it to the year 1766, 
which he was not likely to live to ſee. Upon 
theſe circumſtances a tory was raiſed, That 
having a ſmall eſtate to diſpoſe of, he offer d 
It to ſale to a gentleman who was well ac- 
quainted with the obſtinacy with which he 
maintained his opinion in theſe matters; and 
having aſk'd the gentleman 2hirty years pur- 
Chaſe for it, which was no more than the 
current price about the year twenty, the gen- 
tleman appeared aſtoniſh'd. Mr. Whiſton de- 
manding the reaſon of his ſurpriſe, as he had 
aſk'd no more than other people gave? / 
don't wonder at other people, ſaid the gentle- 
man, becauſe they knew no better; but I ail 
Surpriſed that you ſhould aſk thirty years pur- 
chaje, when you know that in half that line 
all mens properties will be in common, and 20 
man's eftate will be worth a groat, | 
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